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Introduced by Sens. MAYER, FAHY, MJRRAY, SUTTON, WEBB, WEBER -- read
twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmtted to the
Committee on Codes -- recommitted to the Committee on Codes in accord-
ance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- committee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the civil rights law, in relation to the display of
religious itens on dwellings

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The civil rights lawis amended by addi ng a new section
79-r to read as foll ows:

8 79-r. Display of religious itens on dwellings. 1. Except as other-
wise provided in this section, a property owner or controlling entity
shall not enforce or adopt a restrictive covenant or any other
restriction that prohibits one or nore religious itens from being
di splayed or affixed on the owner's or resident's entry or entry door-
frane of their dwelling

2. This section shall not prohibit the enforcenent of any restriction
prohibiting the display or affixing of a religious itemon any property
owner's or resident's dwelling that:

(a) threatens the public health or safety:;

(b) violates any federal, state, local law, code, rule or regulation;

(c) contains graphics., language or any display that is obscene or
otherwise illegal:; or

(d) is an unreasonable or obtrusive size.

3. If an owner or controlling entity is perform ng naintenance,
repair, replacenent, or other work affecting the |ocation of a religious
display protected by this section, the resident my be required to
tenporarily renove or relocate such display for the duration of such
work. Upon conpletion of the work if the religious itemwas renoved, the

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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resident shall be able to restore the display. Reasonable notice shal
be provi ded where practicable.

4. As used in this section, the following terns shall have the foll ow
ing neani ngs:

(a) "Dwelling" neans a housing accommbpdation., or any part thereof,
used or occupied, or intended, arranged, or designed to be used or occu-
pied, as a honme, residence, or sleeping place of one or nbre persons,
and includes a rental dwelling unit, a condominiumunit, and a dwelling
unit occupied by a shareholder or proprietary lessee in a cooperative
housi ng corporation;

(b) "Omner" includes an owner, |lessee, sub-lessee, assignee, landlord,
| essor, sublessor, grantor, managing agent. or other person having the
right of ownership or possession of a dwelling or the right to rent,
|l ease, license, or otherw se grant occupancy thereof.

(c) "Controlling entity" neans a cooperative housing corporation,
condom ni um board, honeowners' association, nmnagi ng agent, |andlord, or
any other person or entity authorized to adopt or enforce rules, coven-
ants, byl aws, | ease terns, proprietary lease terns, or other
restrictions affecting a dwelling or residential prenises;

(d) "Resident" neans a person lawfully occupying a dwelling, including
a tenant. subtenant., condominiumunit owner, shareholder, or proprietary
| essee; and

(e) "Religious itent neans an item di spl ayed because of sincerely held
religious belief.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




