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STATE OF NEW YORK

4377

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 4, 2025

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the public authorities law, in relation to prohibiting
the netropolitan transportation authority from using cleaning materi -
al s or chemicals which may cause or exacerbate asthmm

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. Qccupational asthma has becone the
nmost preval ent work-related |ung di sease in devel oped countries. Accord-
ing to the Anerican Lung Association, anmmnia and chlorine are anong
cleaning solvents and chenical irritants that have been proven asthma
triggers. According to the Federal Centers for Disease Control (CDC),
asthma rates have gone wup 105 percent for fenales over the past 15
years, conpared to about a 41 percent increase for nmales. Asthma hits
the highest in |lowincone neighborhoods with the [argest minority popu-
| ation, these are the people who use public transportation the nost.

Furthernore, the Agency for Toxic Substance and Disease Registry
(ATSDR) says that over the past decade, the preval ence of asthma in both
children and adults has increased in the United States. Wrkpl ace expo-
sures have been linked to exacerbations of asthma.

The Anerican Acadeny of Allergy, Asthma and | nmunol ogy, further indi-
cates that while a previous personal or famly history of allergies wll
make a person nore |likely to devel op occupational asthma, many individ-
ual s who have no such history still will develop this disease if exposed
to conditions that trigger it.

One cause of occupational asthma is known as Direct Irritant Effects.
These are irritants that provoke occupati onal asthma and include hydro-
chloric acid, sulfur dioxide or ammonia, which is found in the petrol eum
or chemical industries. W rkers exposed to these substances will
frequently begin wheezing and experiencing other asthma synptons i mre-
diately after exposure to the irritant substance. W rkers who already
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have asthma or sone other respiratory disorder are particularly affected
by this type of exposure.

It is therefore, the intent and purpose of the legislature to prevent
the use of those cleaning materials and chenicals which nmay cause
persons enployed by, or persons using the facilities and equi pnent of,
the nmetropolitan transportation authority to develop asthma, or to have
synptons of asthmm triggered or exacerbated.

8§ 2. The public authorities law is anmended by addi ng a new section
1279-j to read as follows:

8 1279-j. Prohibited use of asthma causing chenmicals. 1. Not wi t h-
standing any other law, rule or regulation to the contrary, the netro-
politan transportation authority shall not use for any purpose, includ-

ing the cleaning and mnmaintenance of its facilities and equipnent.
cleaning materials or chemcals exposure to which may cause persons to
develop the disease of asthma, or which nay exacerbate or trigger the
synpt ons of ast hnma.

2. A determnation of which cleaning materials or chemicals exposure
to which mmy cause persons to develop the disease of asthma, or which
nay exacerbate or trigger the synptons of asthma, shall be nmade by the
conm ssioner of health of the state of New York who shall pronulgate a
list of such cleaning materials or chenicals and transmt the list to
the chairman of the netropolitan transportation authority forthw th.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw




