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STATE OF NEW YORK

4359

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 4, 2025

Introduced by Sen. BAILEY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Housing, Construction and
Communi ty Devel opnent

AN ACT to anmend the energency tenant protection act of nineteen seven-
ty-four and the adm nistrative code of the city of New York, in
relation to alternates on rent guidelines boards

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision a of section 4 of section 4 of chapter 576 of
the laws of 1974, constituting the enmergency tenant protection act of
ni net een seventy-four, as anended by section 5 of part G of chapter 36
of the laws of 2019, is amended to read as foll ows:

a. In each county wherein any city having a popul ation of |ess than
one mllion or any town or village has determined the existence of an
energency pursuant to section three of this act, there shall be created
a rent guidelines board to consist of nine nenbers and three alternates
appointed by the conmissioner of housing and community renewal upon
recomrendati on of the county |egislature, except that a rent guidelines
board created subsequent to the effective date of [the] chapter thirty-
six of the laws of two thousand ni neteen [that—arended—ithi-s—sestion]
shall consist of nine nenbers appointed by the conmm ssioner of housing
and conmunity renewal upon recomrendati ons of the |ocal |egislative body
of each city having a population of less than one mllion or town or
village which has determined the existence of an energency pursuant to
section three of this act. Such reconmmendation shall be nmade wthin
thirty days after the first local declaration of an enmergency in such
county; two such nmenbers and one such alternate shall be representative
of tenants, tw such nenbers and one such alternate shall be represen-
tative of owners of property, and five such nenbers and one such alter-
nate shall be public [Aesbers] representatives each of whom shall have
had at | east five years experience in either finance, econom cs or hous-
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ing. One public nmenber shall be designated by the conm ssioner to serve
as [e&hai+mwan] chairperson and shall hold no other public office. No
menber, officer or enployee of any municipal rent regulation agency or
the state division of housing and comunity renewal and no person who
owns or nanhages real estate covered by this law or who is an officer of
any owner or tenant organi zation shall serve on a rent guidelines board.
One public nmenber, one nenber, the alternate representative of tenants
and one nenber representative of owners shall serve for a term ending
two years fromJanuary first next succeeding the date of their appoint-
ment; one public nmenber, one nenber representative of tenants, and one
menber and the alternate representative of owners shall serve for terms
ending three years fromthe January first next succeeding the date of
their appointnment and three public nenbers and the public alternate
shall serve for terms ending four years from January first next succeed-
ing the dates of their appointnment. Thereafter, all nenbers and alter-
nates shall serve for terns of four years each. Menbers and alternates
shall continue in office until their successors have been appointed and
qualified. The comrissioner shall fill any vacancy which may occur by
reason of death, resignation, or otherwise in a manner consistent wth
the original appointment. A nenber or alternate may be renoved by the
comm ssi oner for cause, but not w thout an opportunity to be heard in

person or by counsel, in [his] their defense, upon not |less than ten
[ days] days' notice. Conpensation for the menbers and alternates of the
board shall be at the rate of one hundred dollars per day, for no nore

than twenty days a year, except that the [&hai+rman] chairperson shall be
conmpensated at the rate of one hundred twenty-five dollars a day for no
more than thirty days a year. The board shall be provided staff assist-
ance by the division of housing and community renewal. The conpensation
of such nmenbers and alternates and the costs of staff assistance shal
be paid by the division of housing and community renewal ., which shall be
rei nbursed in the manner prescribed in section [few] eight of this act.
An _alternate shall only participate as a voting nenber in the
proceedings of the board and be paid when a nmenber, representing the
same interest as the alternate, is unable to fulfill their duties on the
board. Alternates shall be pernmitted to participate in all proceedings
of the board as non-voting nenbers. The local |egislative body of each
city having a population of less than one nillion and each town and
village in which an energency has been deternmined to exist as herein
provi ded [shal+—be] is authorized to designate one person who shall be
representative of tenants and one person who shall be representative of
owners of property to serve at its pleasure and w thout conpensation to
advi se and assist the county rent guidelines board in matters affecting
the adjustnent of rents for housing acconmobdations in such city, town or
village as the case may be

8 2. Subdivisions a and c of section 26-510 of the adm nistrative code
of the city of New York are anended to read as foll ows:

a. There shall be a rent guidelines board, to consist of nine nenbers
and three alternates, appointed by the mayor. Two nenbers and one alter-
nate shall be representative of tenants, two nenbers and one alternate
shal |l be representative of owners of property, and five nenbers and one
alternate shall be public [#erbers] representatives, each of whom shal
have had at |east five years experience in either finance, economcs, or
housi ng. One public nenber shall be designated by the mayor to serve as
[ ehai+rmanr] chairperson and shall hold no other public office. No
menber, officer, or enployee of any nunicipal rent regulation agency or
the state division of housing and commnity renewal and no person who




OCoO~NOUIRWN P

S. 4359 3

owns or nanages real estate covered by this law or who is an officer of
any owner or tenant organization shall serve on a rent guidelines board.
One public nenber, one nenber, and one alternate representative of
tenants and one menber representative of owners shall serve for a term
ending two years from January first next succeeding the date of their
appoi ntnent; one public nenber, one nenber representative of tenants
[and], one menber, and one alternate representative of owners shal
serve for terms ending three years fromthe January first next succeed-
ing the date of their appointnent; and two public nmenbers and the public
alternate shall serve for terns ending four years from January first
next succeeding the dates of their appointment. The [ehai+mar] chair-
person shall serve at the pleasure of the mayor. Thereafter, all nenbers
and alternates shall continue in office until their successors have been
appoi nted and qualified. The mayor shall fill any vacancy which nmay
occur by reason of death, resignation, or otherwise in a manner consist-
ent with the original appointnment. A nenber or alternate may be renpved
by the mayor for cause, but not w thout an opportunity to be heard in
person or by counsel, in [his—e+—her] their defense, upon not |ess than
ten [days] days' notice. An alternate shall only participate as a voting
menber in the proceedings of the board and be paid when a nenber,
representing the same interest as the alternate, is unable to fulfill
their duties on the board. Alternates shall be permtted to participate
in all proceedings of the board as non-voting nenbers.

c. Such nenbers and alternates shall be conpensated on a per di em
basis of one hundred dollars per day for no nore than twenty-five days a
year, except that the [ehai+wan] chairperson shall be conpensated at one
hundred twenty-five dollars a day for no nore than fifty days a year
The [ehai+rmar] chairperson shall be chief adnministrative officer of the
rent gui delines board and anong [ his—e+—her] their powers and duties [he
or—she] they shall have the authority to enploy, assign. and supervise
the enployees of the rent guidelines board and enter into contracts for
consultant services. The departnent of housing preservation and devel-
opnment shall cooperate with the rent guidelines board and may assign
personnel and perform such services in connection with the duties of the
rent guidelines board as nay reasonably be required by the [e&hairnanr]
chai r per son.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately provided that the anend-
ment to section 26-510 of the rent stabilization | aw of nineteen hundred
si xty-ni ne made by section two of this act shall expire on the sane date
as such | aw expires and shall not affect the expiration of such law as
provi ded under section 26-520 of such | aw




