OCOoO~NOUIWN P

STATE OF NEW YORK

4317

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 4, 2025

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to creating a
New York <city transit authority safety advisory panel to study and
report on safety fromterrorist acts and to provide for a noratorium
on the «closing of token booths and m ninumstaffing |levels on trains
operated in passenger service in the New York city transit system

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "transit authority passenger security and safety act".

8§ 2. The public authorities law is amended by adding a new section
1204-g to read as foll ows:

8 1204-g. Mnimumstaffing of trains operated in passenger service. 1
The legislature finds that the presence of train conductors and train
operators on subway trains operated by the authority is particularly
essential to the safety of passengers when energencies arise including
when trains are in tunnels under bodies of water or on bridges, when
trains are long or conposed of nunerous cars, and during periods of
heavy passenger vol une.

2. The authority shall insure that at | east one train operator and one
conductor shall be deployed on each and every train in passenger service
which neets one of the followi ng conditions:

a. The train is made up of nore than four railroad cars or is greater
than three hundred sixty feet in |ength; or

b. The train serves passengers on a line that passes through a tunne
under a river or tidal estuary or on bridges; or

c. The train is operating in passenger service on a line where the
potential passenger load on the train at any point intinme is in excess
of seven hundred fifty passengers.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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§ 3. The public authorities law is amended by adding a new section
1205-b to read as foll ows:

8 1205-b. New York city transit authority safety advisory panel. 1.
a. There is hereby created the New York city transit authority safety
advisory panel, to study., nonitor and neke recommendations with respect
to the public safety fromterrorist threats and crinmnal mnischief in
passenger stations of the authority, its subsidiaries and the Staten
Island rapid transit operating authority.

b. The New York city transit authority safety advisory panel shal
consist of seven nenbers appointed by the governor, of whomtwo nenbers
shall be appointed upon the recommendation of the tenporary president of
the senate and two nenbers shall be appointed upon the reconmendati on of
the speaker of the assenbly. The nenbers of the New York <city transit
authority safety advisory panel shall be selected fromthe | aw enforce-
nent, energency response nmanagenent, worker and rider advocate communi -
ties and shall include at least three nenbers who are commuters who
regularly use the transportation services of the authorities referred to
in paragraph a of this subdivision. The chairperson shall be a nenber
selected by the nenbership of the conmittee. Vacancies occurring shal
be filled in the sane manner as the original appointnents.

c. The nenbers of the New York city transit authority safety advisory
panel shall receive no conpensation for their services but shall be
rei nbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred in the perfornmance
of their duties.

2. a. The New York city transit authority safety advisory panel shal
undertake a study to evaluate the range of strategies available to
ensure the safety of the public, including its ingress and egress from
passenger stations, and all neans of deterring terrorist attacks and
crimnal mschief. Such study shall be subnitted to the governor and the
legislature, and nade available to the public, within three years of the
effective date of this section. Such report shall be nmade available to
the public inmediately following its submission to the governor and the
| eqgi sl at ure.

b. No token booths within the passenger stations of the authority, its
subsidiaries or the Staten Island rapid transit operating authority
shall be closed or partially closed., except for purposes of repair or
renovation or in case of energency., until the later of July first, two
thousand twenty-seven or the date of the subnmi ssion of the advisory
panel's report to the governor and the | egislature.

3. The New York city transit authority safety advisory panel may
request and shall receive fromany departnent, division, board, bureau,
commi ssion, agency, public authority of the state or any public subdivi-
sion thereof such assistance and data as wll enable it to properly
carry out its activities and to effectuate the purposes set forth in
this section.

8§ 4. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




