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| N SENATE

February 4, 2025

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to patient hospital
adm ssions form and authorization for visitation and surgery to be
made by donestic partners

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2805-b of the public health Iaw is anmended by
addi ng a new subdivision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. The staff of a general hospital shall inquire whether or not the
person admitted w shes to designate a person as a donestic partner who
in the absence and unavailability of a next-of-kin or nearest relative
shall have all of the privileges of a next-of-kin respecting visitation
and authorization for surgery should the person adnitted subsequently
becone unable to grant such authorization and has given no specific
instructions, and becones unable to execute a health-care proxy or nwmke
decisions about their health care. Such information shall be listed on
the adnissions form The staff shall respect the wishes of the person
adm tted respecting such authorization only to the sanme extent as they
would for a person who is the next-of-kin. Provided, however, that noth-
ing in this subdivision shall be deened to grant a donmestic partner any
greater rights or privileges than those that would be recognized for a
next-of-kin. Provided, further, however, that nothing in this subdivi-

sion shall preclude the use of a health-care proxy or living will or
both for such purpose and unless revoked the provisions of such proxy or
living will or both shall prevail over any designation nade on an adni S-

sions formpursuant to this subdivision.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rules or regulations necessary for the inple-
ment ati on of the foregoing section of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be nmade and conpl eted on or before such effective date.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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