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STATE OF NEW YORK

4289

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 3, 2025

Introduced by Sens. HOYLMAN-SIGAL, HARCKHAM -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Environ-
nment al Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
extending certain provisions relating to the departnent of environ-
mental conservation's regulation of crabs, and to prohibiting the
t aki ng of horseshoe crabs for commercial and bi omedi cal purposes

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 7 of section 13-0331 of the environmental
conservation law, as anmended by chapter 243 of the laws of 2022, is
anended to read as foll ows:

7. The department may, until Decenber thirty-first, two thousand
[ twenty—four] twenty-seven, fix by regulation neasures for the nanage-
ment of crabs of any kind including horseshoe crabs (Linulus sp.),
including mnimmand maxi mumsize linmts, catch and possession lints,
open and closed seasons including lunar closures, closed ar eas,
restrictions on the manner of taking and |anding including a prohibition
on the harvest of crabs in anplexus, requirements for pernmits and eligi-
bility therefor, recordkeeping requirenments, requirenents on the anount
and type of fishing effort and gear, and requirenents relating to trans-
portation, possession and sale, provided that such regulations are no
less restrictive than requirenents set forth in this chapter and
provided further that such regul ations are consistent with the conpli-
ance requirenents of applicable fishery nmanagenent plans adopted by the
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Comm ssion and with appl i cabl e
provisions of fishery managenent pl ans adopted pursuant to the Federa
Fi shery Conservation and Managenent Act (16 U S.C. 8§ 1800 et seq.).

§ 2. Subdivisions 1, 7 and 8 of section 13-0331 of the environnental
conservation [ aw, subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 447 of the |laws of
2017, subdivision 7 as anended by section one of this act, and subdivi-
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sion 8 as amended by chapter 21 of the | aws of 2018, are amended to read
as foll ows:

1. No person shall take crabs[—
sp—] for conmercial purposes without first obtaining a permt from the
departnent. For purposes of this subdivision, a presunption of "conmer-
cial purposes" shall be nmade wherein one takes or |lands nore than fifty
crabs in any one day or sells or barters or offers for sale or barter
any crabs [he—o+—she] such person has taken. Pernmits shall be issued to
individuals only but may be endorsed for use on a vessel, in which case
it shall cover all persons on board such vessel

7. The departnent may, until Decenber thirty-first, two thousand twen-
ty-seven, fix by regulation neasures for the nmanagenent of crabs of any
kind [#neluding], excluding horseshoe crabs (Limulus sp.), including
m ni mum and nmaxi nrum size limts, catch and possession limts, open and
cl osed seasons including lunar closures, closed areas, restrictions on
t he manner of taking and | anding including a prohibition on the harvest
of crabs in anpl exus, requirenents for permts and eligibility therefor,
recordkeepi ng requirements, requirenments on the amount and type of fish-
ing effort and gear, and requirenments relating to transportation,
possessi on and sale, provided that such regulations are no less restric-
tive than requirenents set forth in this chapter and provided further
that such regul ations are consistent with the conpliance requirenents of
applicable fishery nmanagenent plans adopted by the Atlantic States
Marine Fi sheries Comm ssion and with applicable provisions of fishery
managenment plans adopted pursuant to the Federal Fishery Conservation
and Managenent Act (16 U.S.C. 8§ 1800 et seq.).

harvest—elosure], including for commercial or bionedical purposes, from
the waters of this state. Provided however that this section shall not
apply to the taking of horseshoe crabs (Limulus sp.) for bona fide
scientific or educational purposes including, but not limted to, public
or not-for-profit zoos and aquaria, as determ ned by the conmi ssioner
pursuant to rules and regul ations.

8 3. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, that
the provisions of section two of this act shall take effect January 1,
2026.




