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STATE OF NEW YORK

4214

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 3, 2025

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to establishing fanly
literacy prograns for economcally disadvantaged fanmilies living in
poverty areas or in areas served by | ow perform ng public schools

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and declaration. It is the purpose of
this act to help break the cycle of poverty and illiteracy by inproving
the educational opportunities for New York's |lowincone famlies by
funding famly literacy programs that integrate early chil dhood devel op-
ment, adult literacy or adult basic education, inter-generational |earn-
ing and parenting education. The legislature finds and declares that the

provi sion of conprehensive fanmily literacy prograns wll help many
parents and children living in poverty to inprove their lives. The
| egislature finds that, based on national and state surveys, persons
with low literacy levels are nost |ikely to live in poverty and be

dependent on public assistance. The legislature finds that a conpar-
atively high percentage of students attending |ow performng public

schools live in poverty or have parents with Ilimted English |anguage
proficiency or poor literacy skills. The legislature finds that there is
i nadequate funding to address the illiteracy problemin these comuni -

ties. Therefore, the legislature finds that it is necessary to fund
famly literacy prograns targeted to econom cally di sadvantaged fanilies
residing in poverty areas or in attendance zones served by | ow perform
ing public schools to assist adults and children living in these comu-
nities to obtain the skills they need to | ead successful and productive
l'ives.

§ 2. Section 3641 of the education lawis anended by adding a new
subdi vision 18 to read as fol |l ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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18. Family literacy grants. Wthin the anobunt appropriated for such
pur pose, the conm ssioner is directed and authorized to award conpet-
itive matching grants to eligible providers to support the establishnent
of conprehensive family literacy progranms. In order to be eligible for
such a grant, a grantee shall provide an approved famly literacy
programto eligible famlies.

a. Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) "Famly literacy programt neans services that are of sufficient
intensity in terns of hours and of sufficient duration to nmake sustaina-
ble changes to a fanmly and that integrate all of the follow ng activ-
ities: interactive literacy activities between parents and their chil-
dren; education for parents regarding howto be the prinmary teacher for
their children and full partners in the education of their children
parent literacy preparation that |leads to economc self-sufficiency; and
an age-appropriate education to prepare children for success in schoo
and |life experiences.

(2) "Eligible parent” neans an individual who is: (i) in parenta
relation to an eligible child, as defined by the conm ssioner, and (ii)
in need of adult basic education, as defined in this section.

(3) "Eligible child" neans a child frombirth through age twelve who
has one or nore eligible parents.

(4 "Eligible famly" neans a famly unit which contains one or nore
eligible parents and one or nore eligible children and whose famly
income is at or belowthe poverty level and who resides in an area of
poverty or in an attendance zone served by a lowperformng public
school, both as defined by the conmm ssi oner.

(5) "Eligible provider" neans a school district or a board of cooper-
ative educational services in partnership with a public agency or a
private, nonsectarian not-for-profit agency.

(6) "Authorized expenditures" neans those expenses related to instruc-
tion, assessnent, counseling. adnministration, purchase of instructiona

materials, purchase or |ease of approved equipnent, cost of in-service

training for participating instructors and counselors, designed to serve
eligible fanilies and other adnm nistrative and program costs as approved

by the commissioner, or for the statewide evaluation of famly literacy
progr ans.

(7) "Adult education" neans services or instruction below the postse-
condary level for individuals:

(A) who have attained sixteen vears of age;

(B) who are not enrolled or required to be enrolled in secondary
school under | aw, and

(C©) who (i) lack sufficient mastery of basic educational skills to
enable the individuals to function effectively in society;

(ii) do not have a secondary school diploma or its recognized equiv-
alent, and have not achi eved an equivalent |evel of education; or

(iii) are unable to speak, read. or wite the English | anguage.

b. Anard of grants. (1) Eligible providers shall submt proposals to
the conm ssioner, including program budgets, to fund authorized expendi -

tures in support of famly literacy prograns designed to serve eligible
famlies. Such proposals shall be in a formand shall be subnmtted on a

schedul e prescribed by the conm ssioner.

(2) The conm ssioner shall adopt requlations to establish eligibility
criteria and procedures for the award of such grants and to otherw se
inplenent the provisions of this section, provided that a dollar-for-
dollar match shall be required of any eligible provider applying for

such grants.
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3 The commi ssioner shall award grants on a conpetitive basis usin
the eligibility criteria established in regulation and shall determ ne
the ampunt of each grant award, provided that a statew de eval uation
grant shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars.

c. Paynment schedule. Subject to the availability of funds for such
pur pose, upon approval of a proposal by the commissioner, the conmms-
sioner shall provide for the advance of twenty-five percent of the grant
anpunt. The renmining portion of the grant allocation shall be distrib-
uted according to a schedule prescribed by the conm ssioner, upon
subni ssion by the eligible provider and approval by the conm ssioner of
progress reports and a final report.

d. Annual report. On or before March fifteenth, two thousand twenty-
nine and by March first of each year thereafter, the conmm ssioner shal
subnmt to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, and the
speaker of the assenbly a report describing and evaluating the famly
literacy progranms funded pursuant to this section.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




