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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 31, 2025

Introduced by Sens. HARCKHAM ADDABBO, ASHBY, HI NCHEY, LIU, MARTI NEZ,

MARTI NS, MAY, RHOADS, ROLI SON, SCARCELLA- SPANTON, WEBB, WEBER -- read
twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be comritted to the
Comrittee on Disabilities -- recomritted to the Committee on Disabili-
ties in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- committee discharged,
bill anmended, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmtted to said
committee -- reported favorably fromsaid conmittee and conmitted to
the Committee on Finance -- reported favorably from said conmittee,

ordered to first and second report, ordered to a third readi ng, passed
by Senate and delivered to the Assenbly, recalled, vote reconsidered,
restored to third readi ng, anended and ordered reprinted, retaining
its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the civil rights law and the public buildings law, in
relation to enacting the "traveling with dignity act"”

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "traveling with dignity act".

8 2. The civil rights law is anended by adding a new section 79-r to
read as foll ows:

8 79-r. Adult changing accommbdati ons. 1. As used in this section
the following terns shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

(a) "Adult changi ng accommpdation" neans a height-adjustable adult
changing table that is for use by persons with disabilities who need
help with di apering.

(b) "Covered facility" nmeans a commercial place of public anmusenent,
including auditoriunms, theatres, convention centers, exhibition halls,
per manent anusenent parks, and sports arenas, for which the nmaxinum
occupancy is deternmined to be two thousand five hundred or nore people.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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(c) "Disability" shall have the sane neaning as provided for in subdi-
vision twenty-one of section tw hundred ninety-two of the executive
| aw.

2. A person, private firm organization, or corporation that owns or
nanages a covered facility shall install and nmaintain at | east one adult
changi ng accommodation for persons with a physical disability that 1is
accessible to individuals of any gender when the facility is open to the
public, and shall ensure that such bathroom shall be clearly designated
by the posting of such on or near the entry door of each bathroom and,
if the facility has a central directory, shall ensure that the centra
directory indicates the location of the adult changing acconmbdation,
provi ded that:

(a) Covered facilities newy constructed on or after January first,
two thousand twenty-seven shall conply wth the provisions of this
section at the tine of construction

(b) Existing covered facilities renovated on or after January first.
two thousand twenty-seven, shall conply with the provisions of this
section at the tinme of renovation; and

(c) Any other existing covered facility shall conply wth the
provisions of this section no later than January first, two thousand
thirty-six.

3. The commissioner of the office of general services., in collab-
oration with the chief disability officer, shall pronmulgate regulations
in order to effectuate the requirenents of this section, including, but
not limted to, specifications regarding the dinensions of such adult
changi hg acconmmbpdat i ons.

4. The comissioner of the office of general services nmay grant an
exenption fromthe requirenents of this section if the conni ssioner
deterni nes that:

(a) installation of an adult changi ng accommbdation is not feasible;

(b) installation would result in nonconpliance with the Anericans wth
Disabilities Act or any other applicable accessibility standards;

(c) the total cost of the construction or renovation project does not
exceed twenty thousand dollars; or

(d) installation would destroy the historic significance of a historic
property.

8 3. The public buildings |aw is anended by adding a new section 148
to read as foll ows:

8§ 148. Adult changi ng accommpdations. 1. As used in this section:

a "state agency" neans any state departnent, office, board, bureau
conm ssi on, agency, or any public authority or public benefit
corporation at |east one of whose nenbers is appointed by the governor;

(b) "state-owned building" neans any building owned by a state agency
used for official state business;

(c) "single-occupancy bathroomt’ neans a bathroomintended for use by
no nore than one occupant at a tine or for famly or assisted use and
whi ch has a door for entry into and egress fromthe bathroomthat nmay be
| ocked by the occupant to ensure privacy and security; and

d) "adult changing accommpdation” neans a height-adjustable adult
changing table that is for use by persons with disabilities who need
help with diapering.

2. Each state agency shall ensure that all state-owned buildings
deternmined by the conm ssioner of the office of general services to be
regularly open to, or utilized by, the general public with a maxi num of
occupancy of not less than two thousand five hundred shall have at |east
one single-occupancy bathroom in such building with an adult changing
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accomodation by January first, two thousand thirty-seven, provided,
however, that in such instances in which the fire code does not set a
nmaxi mum occupancy of a state-owned building, the comrissioner of the
office of general services shall have the discretion to detern ne that
it isinthe public interest to require that such state-owned building
shall be subject to the requirenents of this section.

3. The conmssioner of the office of general services, in collab-
oration with the chief disability officer, shall pronulgate reqgulations
in order to effectuate the requirenents of this section, including, but
not limted to, specifications regarding the dinensions of such adult
changi nhg accommbpdat i ons.

4. The commissioner of the office of general services nmay grant an
exenption fromthe requirenents of this section if the conm ssioner
deternm nes that:

(a) installation of an adult changi ng accommbdation is not feasible;

(b) installation would result in nonconpliance with the Anericans with
Disabilities Act or any other applicable accessibility standards;

(c) the total cost of the construction or renovation project does not
exceed twenty thousand doll ars;

(d) installation would destroy the historic significance of a historic
property; or

(e) the building or facility is not regularly open to., or utilized by,
the general public.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to al
public works bids and contracts solicited on or after such effective
date; provided, however, this act shall not apply retroactively to

previously issued or existing public works contracts, with the state or
any muni ci pal corporation, public benefit corporation, or public body.



