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STATE OF NEW YORK

3886

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 30, 2025

Introduced by Sen. QANARIS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Housing, Construction and
Communi ty Devel opnent

AN ACT to anend the adnministrative code of the city of New York, in
relation to protecting tenants displaced due to fire

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The adninistrative code of the city of New York is anended
by adding a new section 26-307 to read as foll ows:

8 26-307 Protecting tenants displaced due to fire. 1. Any tenant who
is evicted or otherwi se renpved froma dwelling unit as a result of a
vacate order issued by any governnental agency or departnent due to fire
shall be entitled to a suitable acconmodation as defined by subdivision
two of this section while the vacate order remnins in effect. The
departnent of housing preservation and developnent shall refer the
tenant to such suitable accombpdation and, if the tenant accepts, the
owner of the building fromwhich such tenant was relocated shall pay for
the rent on the suitable accommpdation upon a finding that the owner, or
such owner's designated agent, negligently or intentionally caused or
contributed to the fire resulting in the vacate order. Such owner shal
be liable to pay for the rent of such suitable accommbdation until the
commi ssioner determnes that sufficient repairs are conpleted and until
such tenant is notified of their right of first refusal pursuant to
subdi vision four of this section.

2. For purposes of this section, "suitable accommpdation" shall nean a
dwelling unit approved by the comm ssioner of the departnent of housing
preservation and devel opnent that:

(a) has adequate floor area for the tenant and such tenant's famly
pursuant to the housing naintenance code of the city of New York;

(b) has no imediately hazardous violations of record in the dwelling
unit:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(c) has no violations of record in the dwelling unit for vernmn, mce,
or other pest infestations, unless a letter froma licensed externinator
certifies that the building is under contract to be serviced nonthly:;

(d) does not have any roons or facilities which can be reached only
through a public area, unless the dwelling unit is approved for single
room occupancy use or is aroomin a dwelling unit;

(e) has heat and hot water;

(f) contains a private kitchen or kitchenette for the exclusive use of
the tenant and such tenant's family, unless the dwelling unit is
approved for single roomoccupancy use or is a roomin a dwelling unit;

(g) contains private and fully enclosed toilet and bathing facilities
for the exclusive use of the tenant and such tenant's famly., unless the
dwelling wunit is approved for single room occupancy use or isS a roomin
a dwelling unit;

(h) has a wi ndow or adequate light and ventilation in each room pursu-
ant to the housing maintenance code of the city of New York;

conplies with accessibility standards under the federal Anericans
with Disabilities Act; and
(j) where feasible, is conparable to the dwelling unit of the

displaced tenant in terns of square footage, anenities, nunber of
bedroons. and borough | ocati on.

3. Any tenant subject to a vacate order issued due to a fire may apply
to the departnent of housing preservation and devel opnent to establish
reduced rent for the vacated apartnment at one dollar per nonth or anoth-
er nonminal anpunt. If the departnent establishes such nonminal rent, the
tenant shall pay such rent, without interruption, to establish and nain-
tain their right of first refusal

4. Any tenant who is evicted or otherwi se renobved fromtheir unit as a
result of a vacate order issued due to a fire shall have a right of
first refusal to return to such unit as a tenant upon a determ nation by
the departnent of housing preservation and conservation that repairs on
the unit are conplete and that the dwelling unit was restored with anen-
ities equal to or better than before the fire took place. In addition to
offering a right of first refusal to the tenant, the owner shall also
cover the reasonable costs of noving back in wthout inposing a new
security deposit. Any tenant unlawfully denied such right of first
refusal to return to such unit shall have a cause of action in any court
of conpetent jurisdiction for conpensatory danmages or declaratory and
injunctive relief as the court deens necessary in the interests of

justice, provided that such conpensatory relief shall not exceed the
annual rental charges for such unit.
5. If the owner fails, neglects, or refuses to pay the rent for the

suitable accommopdati on of a displaced tenant pursuant to subdivision one
of this section, the departnment of housing preservation and devel opnent
nmay advance such rent paynents. The departnent shall then be entitled to
recover fromthe owner any anpunt the departnent paid to the tenant. In
addition, the departnment shall also be entitled to recover from the
owner an additional anpunt equal to the sum of one-half the anpunt so
paid, but not to exceed ten thousand dollars, as a penalty for failure
to nake tinely paynment to the displaced tenant.

6. The comri ssioner rmay adopt any rules or regulations necessary to
effectuate the purposes of this section

8§ 2. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision,
section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of conpetent
jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect, inpair, or
i nval i date the renmi nder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation
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to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part thereof
directly involved in the controversy in which such judgnent shall have
been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of the legislature
that this act would have been enacted even if such invalid provisions
had not been included herein.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.



