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STATE OF NEW YORK

3815--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 30, 2025

Introduced by Sen. RIVERA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Comittee on Local Governnent --
committee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as anended and
recommitted to said comittee

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to allowing for
certain child beneficiaries to receive accidental death benefits for
the duration of their lifetinme

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The opening paragraphs of subdivisions a, b and c and
subdi vision f of section 208-f of the general nunicipal |aw, the opening
par agraph of subdivision a as anended by chapter 720 of the laws of
2023, the opening paragraph of subdivision b as anmended by section 1 of
part Y of chapter 55 of the laws of 2023, the opening paragraph of
subdi vi sion ¢ as anmended by chapter 162 of the laws of 2024 and subdivi -
sion f as anmended by chapter 782 of the |Iaws of 2022, are anended to
read as foll ows:

Not wi t hst andi ng any other provision of Ilaw, the special accidental
death benefit provided by this section shall be paid to the [w-dow—o+r
wi-dewer] surviving spouse or the deceased nenber's children [uwhder—ithe
age—ot—eightecn—or—+ostudent—under theage—oftwenty—three], if the
[ widow—or—wi-dower] surviving spouse has died and such children were
under the age of twenty-five when the death of the nmenber occurred, or
to the deceased nenber's parents if the menber has no [widew—wi-dower—|
surviving spouse or children [uwprder—the—age—of—ei-ghteen—or—a—student
vhder—the—age—of—twenty-three] who were under the age of twenty-five
when the death of the nmenber occurred, of: (i) a deceased nenber of a
pension or retirenent systemof a police departnent or paid fire depart-
ment of a city, town or village; (ii) a deceased paid nenber of the
police force of the police departnment of the New York city transit
authority; (iii) a deceased paid nenber of the police force of the
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police departnent of the New York city housing authority; (iv) a
deceased paid nmenber of the uniforned correction force of the New York
city department of correction; (v) a deceased paid unifornmed nenber of a
county sheriff's department (outside the city of New York); (vi) a
deceased enpl oyee of the city of New York or the New York city health
and hospitals corporation in a title whose duties are those of an ener-
gency nedi cal technician or advanced energency nedical technician (as
those terms are defined in section three thousand one of the public
health law), or in atitle whose duties require the supervision of
enpl oyees whose duties are those of an energency nedi cal technician or
advanced energency nedical technician (as those terns are defined in
section three thousand one of the public health law); (vii) a deceased
pai d bridge and tunnel nenber of the New York city enployees' retirenent
system (viii) a deceased paid nenmber of the unifornmed force of the New
York city departnent of sanitation; or (ix) a deceased paid deputy sher-
iff nmenber of the New York city sheriff's departnent, providing the
[ wi-dow—or—wi-dower] surviving spouse is ineligible to receive benefits
pursuant to section three hundred sixty-one-a of the retirenment and
social security |l aw as anended by chapter seven hundred thirty-three of
the laws of nineteen hundred ninety and the deceased nenber:

The special accidental death benefit shall be paid by the county,
city, town or village which enployed the deceased nenber at the time of
death, and shall consist of a pension which is equal to the salary of
t he deceased nenber, reduced by the sum of each of the follow ng bene-
fits received by the [ wdow—or—w-dower| surviving spouse or the deceased
menber' s children [under—the—age—-of—eighteen], if the [w-dew-or—widower]
surviving spouse has died and such children were under the age of twen-
ty-five when the death of the nenber occurred, or to the deceased
menber's parents if the nmenber has no [ w—dew—w-dower—] surviving spouse
or children |
twenpty-three] who were under the age of tmentv five when the death of
the nenber occurred, on account of the death of the deceased nenber:

Commrencing July first, two thousand twenty-four the special accidental
death benefit paid to a [w-dow—or—wi-dower] surviving spouse or the
deceased nenber's children [unde;—Lhe—age—eL—e+gh%een—e#——+¥—a——s#aden#—
vhder—the—age—of—twenty-three], if the [w-dow-or—w-dower]| surviving

spouse has died and such children were under the age of twenty-five when
the death of the nenber occurred, or to the deceased nenber's parents if
t he nmenber has no [ w-dew—wi-dower—] surviving spouse or children [udhder
i ; ] who
were under the age of twenty-five when the death of the nmenber occurred,
shal |l be escal ated by adding thereto an additional percentage of the
sal ary of the deceased menber (as increased pursuant to subdivision b of
this section) in accordance with the followi ng schedul e:
f. The special accidental death benefit shall be paid to:
1. The nenber's [w-dow—-or—w-dower] surviving spouse to continue during
[ fs—er—he+r] the lifetime of such surviving spouse. |f [he—o+r—she] the
deceased nenber shall |eave no [w-dow—-or—wi-dower| surviving spouse, or
i f [his—or—her—wi-dow—or—wi-dower] such deceased nenber's surviving spouse
or parent of deceased nenber's children shall die before all [his—o+
her] of the deceased nenber's children | I

; ] who were
under the age of twenty-five when the death of the nenber occurred, or
sooner die, then to

2. [H-s—o+—her] The child or children [uwhder—age—eighteen—or—F
student-s—uhder—age—twenty-three] of such deceased nenber who were under
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the age of twenty-five when the death of the nenber occurred for their
lifetinmes, divided in such manner as the conptroller, in [his] their
di scretion, shall determ ne, or sooner die, then to
3. [H-s—e+—her] The parents of such deceased nenber if the nenber has
no [ w-dew—w-dower—] surviving spouse or children |

i ; ] who were under the
age of twenty-five when the death of the nenber occurred, for their
lifetinmes. Such pension shall continue in the same anpbunt as received by
the nmenber's [widow-or—wi-dower] surviving spouse as a joint and survivor
pension until every such [e&hild—shall—have—attained—age—eighteen—or
seener]| parent shall die.

8 2. No individual receiving benefits pursuant to the provisions of
section 208-f of the general nunicipal law prior to the effective date
of this act whose benefits would be reduced pursuant to the provisions
of this act shall be required to repay any such benefits already
received. No reduction in benefits shall occur unless an individua
receiving such benefit consents to a reduction in benefits.

8 3. An individual who would have been eligible for benefits under
section 208-f of the general nunicipal |aw, as anended by section one of
this act, as a child of a deceased nenber who was under the age of 21
when the death of the menber occurred and has previously aged out, where
such nenber died before the effective date of this act and was a nenber
of the police departnent established pursuant to chapter 18 of the New
York city charter shall be eligible to receive such benefit if such
individual files an application with the New York City police pension
fund established pursuant to chapter 2 of title 13 of the administrative
code of the city of New York within one year following the effective
date of this act. Any application received for such benefit which
reduces the benefit of another beneficiary shall not be accepted unless
such other beneficiary affirmatively consents to a reduction of benefits
in the manner and form prescribed by such pension fund. Such benefits
shall not be paid retroactively. No individual shall be eligible under
this section if (a) they have reached the age of thirty at the tinme of
application or (b) the current beneficiary or beneficiaries is or are
the surviving spouse or the parent or parents of such deceased nenber
who died before the effective date of this act.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




