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STATE OF NEW YORK

3815

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 30, 2025

Introduced by Sen. RIVERA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Local Government

AN ACT to anmend the general nunicipal |aw and the adm nistrative code of
the city of New York, in relation to allowing for certain child bene-
ficiaries to receive accidental death benefits for the duration of
their lifetine

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The opening paragraphs of subdivisions a, b and c¢ and
subdi vision f of section 208-f of the general nunicipal |aw, the opening
par agr aph of subdivision a as anended by chapter 720 of the laws of
2023, the opening paragraph of subdivision b as anmended by section 1 of
part Y of chapter 55 of the laws of 2023, the opening paragraph of
subdi vi sion ¢ as anmended by chapter 162 of the laws of 2024 and subdivi -
sion f as anended by chapter 782 of the |laws of 2022, are anended to
read as foll ows:

Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of Ilaw, the special accidental
death benefit provided by this section shall be paid to the [w-dow—or
wi-dower] surviving spouse or the deceased menber's children [urder—the
age—ot—oightecn—or—-f o student—under theage—of twenty—thiree], if the
[ wdew—or—wi-dower] surviving spouse has died, or to the deceased
menber's parents if the menber has no [m+de%+—4*4kwm%—q surviving spouse
or children |
twepty-three], of: (i) a deceased nEnber of a pension or retirenent
system of a police departnment or paid fire departnment of a city, town or
village; (ii) a deceased paid menber of the police force of the police
department of the New York city transit authority; (iii) a deceased paid
menber of the police force of the police departnment of the New York city
housing authority; (iv) a deceased paid nenber of the wuniforned
correction force of the New York city department of correction; (v) a
deceased pai d uni fornmed nenber of a county sheriff's departnent (outside
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the city of New York); (vi) a deceased enployee of the city of New York
or the New York city health and hospitals corporation in a title whose
duties are those of an energency nedical technician or advanced energen-
cy nedical technician (as those terns are defined in section three thou-
sand one of the public health law), or in a title whose duties require
t he supervision of enployees whose duties are those of an energency
medi cal technician or advanced energency nedi cal technician (as those
terms are defined in section three thousand one of the public health
law); (vii) a deceased paid bridge and tunnel nenber of the New York
city enpl oyees' retirenent system (viii) a deceased paid nmenber of the
uni fornmed force of the New York city departnent of sanitation; or (ix) a
deceased paid deputy sheriff nmenber of the New York city sheriff's
departnent, providing the [w-dow—-or—wi-dewer] surviving spouse is ineli-
gible to receive benefits pursuant to section three hundred sixty-one-a
of the retirenent and social security |aw as anmended by chapter seven
hundred thirty-three of the laws of nineteen hundred ninety and the
deceased nenber:

The special accidental death benefit shall be paid by the county,
city, town or village which enpl oyed the deceased nmenber at the tine of
death, and shall consist of a pension which is equal to the salary of
the deceased nenber, reduced by the sum of each of the foll ow ng bene-
fits received by the [Mkd@%#@%—¥%4kﬂ%¥4 surviving spouse or the deceased
nmenber' s chil dren [uhder—the—age—of—eighteen], if the [w-dow-or—w-dower]

surviving spouse has died, or to the deceased nenber's parents if the
menber has no [Mkd@%#—#%%kﬂ%#—q surviving spouse or children [uhder—the
], on account

of the death of t he deceased nenber:

Comrencing July first, two thousand twenty-four the special accidental
death benefit paid to a [ w-dow—or—w-dower]| surviving spouse or the
deceased nenber's chil dren [ghrder—the—age—of—eighteen—or—H—a—student-—

], if the [w-dow—or—wi-dower] surviving

spouse has died, or to the deceased nenber's parents if the nenber has

no [ w-dew—wdewer—] surviving spouse or children [uahrder—the—age—eof

eghteen—or—a—student—undeor—the—age—oftwenty—three], shall be esca-

| ated by adding thereto an additional percentage of the salary of the

deceased nmenber (as increased pursuant to subdivision b of this section)
in accordance with the follow ng schedul e:

f. The special accidental death benefit shall be paid to:

1. The nenber's [w-dow—-or—w-dower]| surviving spouse to continue during
[ fs—eo+—he+r] the lifetime of such surviving spouse. |f [he—o+r—she] the
deceased nenber shall | eave no [ wdow—-or—w-dowe+| surviving spouse, or
i f [his—or—her—wi-dow—-or—wi-dower| such deceased nenber's surviving spouse
shall die before all [his—e+—her] of the deceased nenber's children

[ Ll
Lhe—age—ei—%mea%y—%h#ee] or sooner die, then to
[ H-s——o+—her] The child or children [unrder—age—ei-ghteen—or—i+f

- ] of such deceased nenber for their
lifetines, divided in such manner as the conptroller, in [kis] their
discretion, shall determ ne, or sooner die, then to

3. [H—s—e+—her] The parents of such deceased menber if the nenber has
no [w-dow—w-dower—] surviving spouse or children [dhder—the—age—of
eFghLeen——9F—a—sLuden%—Hnde+—4¢m>4ﬁya—et—tmenLy-¥h#ee] for their life-
times. Such pension shall continue in the sane anount as received by the
nmenber's [ w-dow—or—wi-dower] surviving spouse as a joint and survivor
pension until every such [ehitd—shall—have—attained—age—eighteen—or

seoner| parent shall die.
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8 2. Paragraphs 2 and 3 of subdivision a and paragraph 2 of subdivi-
sion b of section 13-149 of the adnministrative code of the city of New
York, paragraph 3 of subdivision a as anended by chapter 408 of the |aws
of 2000, and paragraph 2 of subdivision b as anended by chapter 290 of
the |l aws of 2001, are anmended to read as foll ows:

2. |f there be no surviving spouse, or if the surviving spouse dies or
remarries before any child [ ef—suech—deceased—rrrber—shall—have—attalned
Lhe—age—ei—e+gheeen—§%§#4ﬂ dies, then to [his—er——her] such deceased
nenber’ child or children [ghder—suesh—age], divided in such manner as
such board inits discretion shall determine, to continue as a joint and

survivor pension [ ef—ene-half—ofhis—orher—final—conpensatien] unti
every such child dies [e+—attailns—such—age]; or

3. If there be no surviving spouse or child [urder—the—age—of—eighteen
years| surviving such deceased nenber, then to [his—e+—her] a dependent

[ Fat-her—or—mpither] parent of such deceased nenber, as the deceased
nmenber shall have nom nated by witten designation duly acknow edged and
filed wth such board; or, if there be no such nonination, then to [bs
} ] one of the

deceased nenber's dependent parents, as such board in its discretion
shall direct, to continue for life; or

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision a of this section,
upon the accidental death before retirenent of a menber who is a sanita-
tion nmenber provided that evidence shall be submtted to such board
proving that the death of such nmenber was the natural and proxinmate
result of an accident sustained while a nenber and while in the perform
ance of duty at some definite time and place and that such death was not
the result of wlful negligence on [his—ser——her] the part of such
deceased nenber, [his—oe+—her] such deceased nenber's accumnul ated
deductions shall be paid to [his—e+—her] their estate, or to such
persons as [ he—or—she—has] they have nominated or shall nomnate by
witten designation, duly acknow edged and filed with such board. Upon
application by or on behalf of the dependents of such deceased nenber,
such board shall grant a lunp sum paynent of the reserve-for-increased-
t ake- hone- pay and a pension of one-half of such nmenmber's annual salary
or conpensation on the date of [his—er—her] such deceased nenber's
death; provided that in no case shall such pension be in an anmount which
is less than one-half of the maxi mum basi c annual salary of sanitation
wor kers payabl e as of such date of death to sanitation workers enpl oyed
by the departnent of sanitation:

[62] (a) To [his—er—her] the surviving spouse of such deceased
nenber, to continue until the death of the surviving spouse; or

[(2] (b) If there be no surviving spouse, or if the surviving spouse
dies before any child of such deceased nmenber shall [have—attalned—ithe
age—of——eighteen—years] die, then to [his—er—her] the child or children
[ vhder—sueh—age] of such deceased nenber, divided in such manner as such
board in its discretion shall determne, to continue as a joint and

survi vor pension [ikAthe—ampuhrt—herelnabove—speciiied] until every such
child di es [ e—attains—such—age]; or

[é%}] (c) If there be no surviving spouse or child [uyhder—the—age—of
] surviving such deceased nenber, then to [his—er—her] a

dependent [#father—e+—mpther] parent of such deceased nenber, as the
deceased nenber shall have nominated by witten designation duly
acknow edged and filed with such board; or, if there be no such nom -
nation, then to | }

mot-her] one of the deceased nenber's dependent parents, as such board in
its discretion shall direct, to continue for life.
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§ 3. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 13-244 of the adm nistrative code
of the city of New York, as anended by chapter 733 of the laws of 1990,
are anmended to read as follows:

2. If there be no surviving spouse, or if the surviving spouse dies

before any child of such deceased nenber [shaLL—have—a#%a+ned—ehe—age—eL
al » I ; b child il I

the—age—of—twenty—three—years], then to [his—er—he+r] such deceased
menber's child or children [wnhder—such—age], divided in such rmanner as
such board in its discretion shall determne, to continue as a joint and
survivor pension [ef—seanpe-half—ofhis—or—her{inal—conpensation—untit]
every such child dies [e;—a%%a+ns—e*u#+4¥¥ﬂ or

3. If there be no surviving spouse or child [Hnde#—%he—age—eﬁ—e+gh%een

year-s—or—H—a—student—under—t-he—age—of—twenty—three—years], surviving
such deceased nenber, then to [his—e+her] a dependent [father—or—nrpih—

er] parent of such deceased nenber, as the deceased nmenber shall have
nom nated by witten designation duly acknow edged and filed with such

board; or, if there be no such nom nation, then to [his—e+—her—dependent
LaLheL—eL—%e—h+s—ee—hee—dependene—ngehep] one of the deceased nenber's

dependent parents, as such board in its discretion shall direct, to
continue for life.

8 4. Paragraphs 2 and 3 of subdivision ¢ of section 13-347 of the
adm nistrative code of the city of New York, as anmended by chapter 733
of the laws of 1990, are anended to read as foll ows:

(2) If there be no surviving spouse, or if the surviving spouse dies
before any child of such deceased nenber [shall—have—attainredthe—age—of

],
then to [bhis—e+—her] the child or children [uhder—such—age] of such

deceased nmenber, divided in such manner as such board in its discretion
shall determ ne, to continue, if such deceased nenber was an origina

plan nenber not subject to article eleven at the tinme of [his—er—her]
their death, as a joint and survivor pension [ef—ene—half—of—his—or—her
Hral——conpensationr] until every such child di es [ er—attalns—such—age],

and to continue, if such deceased nenber was an inproved benefits plan
menber not subject to article eleven at the tine of [his—er—her] their
death, as a joint and survivor pension [ef—sre-—half—-of—his—-or—her—Five—

year—average—econpensatioen] until every such child dies [e+—attains—such
age]; or
(3) If there be no surviving spouse or child [unde;—%he—age——ei——e+gh—

teen—years—or i a student under the ageof twenty-three years] surviv-
i ng such deceased nenber, then to [his—er—her] a dependent [father—o+
mwother] parent of such deceased nenber, as such deceased nenber shal
have nom nated by witten designation duly acknow edged and filed wth
such board; or, if there be no such nom nation, then to [his—e+—her

i ] one of the deceased
nmenber's dependent parents, as such board in its discretion shal
direct, to continue for life.

8 5. Paragraphs 2 and 3 of subdivision b of section 13-544 of the
adm nistrative code of the city of New York are anended to read as
fol | ows:

2. if there be no spouse, or if the spouse dies or renarries before
any child of such deceased shall [have—atiainedithe—age—-of——eighteen
years| die, then to the child or children [unrder—said—age], divided in
such nmanner as the retirenent board in its discretion shall deternine,
to continue as a joint and survivor pension [ef—ene—hali—his—or—her

LFH&L—4¥¥Hx¥¥*H+4#ﬂ until every such child di es [e+—attains—sai-d—age];
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3. if there be no spouse or child [gsnrder—the—age—of—elghteen—years|
surviving such deceased, then to [+he] a dependent [f{ather—or—Apiher]
parent of the deceased nenber, as the deceased shall have nominated by
witten designation filed with the retirenent board; or, if there be no
such nom nation, then to [the—dependent—father—or—tothe—dependent—rpth-—
er] one of the deceased nenber's dependent parents, as the retirenent
board in its discretion shall direct, to continue for life.

8 6. No individual whose benefits shall be reduced pursuant to the

provisions of this act shall be required to repay any such benefits
al ready received.
8 7. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall be deened to

have been in full force and effect on and after July 1, 2017.



