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STATE OF NEW YORK

3787

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 30, 2025

Introduced by Sen. MYRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Social Services

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to elimnating rent
for honel ess shelters; and to repeal certain provisions of such |aw
relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 36-c of the social services |law i s REPEALED.

8§ 2. Section 131 of the social services |law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 21 to read as foll ows:

21. a. Any tenporary housing assistance provider found to be collect-
ing incone, room and board or any other type of contribution in
violation of subdivision sixteen of section one hundred thirty-one-a of
this title, shall, after notice and an opportunity to be heard by the
departnent, be required to return any funds collected in violation of
this section to such recipient and may be subject to a civil penalty not
to exceed five hundred dollars for each violation. The departnment shal
adopt procedures in accordance with the state adninistrative procedure
act for assessment of penalties pursuant to this section. Such procedure
shall include the opportunity for an adnmnistrative appeal. Any provider
found to have violated this section and who is subsequently found to
have violated this section five or nbre tines within one vyear of the
initial finding nay be determned, at the discretion of the departnent
and taking into consideration the geographic availability of simlar
services, to be ineligible to receive public funding for a period not to
exceed five years.

b. Any provider which has been deened ineligible to receive public
fundi ng pursuant to this section may apply to the departnent for an
order discontinuing such disqualification. The application shall set
forth the grounds, including that the provider has taken sufficient
actions to renove fromresponsibility officers and enpl oyees who engaged
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in the actions that fornmed the basis of the violation, that the provider
has taken appropriate and sufficient actions to ensure that the actions
that fornmed the basis of the violation are unlikely to recur, and that
it will not be in the public interest to continue the disqualification.

8§ 3. Section 131-a of the social services law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 16 to read as foll ows:

16. Notwi thstanding any other provision of law, rule or regulation to
the contrary., a honeless individual or famly applying for or receiving
tenporary housing assi stance shall not be required to pay to any |ocal
or state governnment or agency or any provider, roomand board or
contribute any earned or unearned incone, available benefits or
resources to elimnate their need for tenporary housing assistance or as
a condition to receive tenporary housing assistance. For the purposes
of this subdivision, tenporary housing assistance or short-term housing
shall include, but not be limted to, a famly shelter, an adult famly
shelter, a cluster site apartnent, a shelter for adults, a United States
Departnment of Housing and Urban Devel opnent assisted transitional hous-
ing shelter, a public hone, a hotel, an energency apartnent, a donestic
violence shelter, a runaway and honel ess youth shelter, a room and board
shelter, a safe haven shelter, a veterans short-term housing shelter, a
crimnal justice short-term housing shelter, or a safe house for refu-
gees, asylees, or trafficking victins operating in New York state.

8§ 4. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




