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STATE OF NEW YORK

3555

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 28, 2025

Introduced by Sen. CLEARE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Aging

AN ACT to anend the elder law, in relation to establishing the expanded
phar maceutical insurance coverage panel

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The elder law is anended by adding a new section 242-a to
read as follows:

8§ 242-a. Expanded pharmaceutical insurance coverage panel. 1. There
is hereby established within the executive departnent, a panel to be
known as the "expanded pharmaceutical insurance coverage panel". For the

purposes of this section, the term"the panel"” shall nean the expanded
phar maceuti cal insurance coverage panel

2. The panel shall consist of the comm ssioners of the departnents of
education and health, the superintendent of the departnent of financia
services, and the directors of the office for the aging and the division
of the budget. Each panel nenber may designate an officer of their
respective departnent, office, or division to represent and exercise al
the powers of such panel nenber at any neeting of the panel from which
such panel nenber nay be absent.

3. The director of the office for the aging and the conm ssioner of
health shall serve as co-chairs of the panel.

4. The panel shall neet at such tines as may be requested by the
co-chairs, provided that the panel shall neet at least two tines a year

5. The panel shall

(a) subject to the approval of the director of the budget., pronmulgate
program requlations pursuant to section two hundred forty-six of this
title;

(b) determ ne the annual schedule of cost-sharing responsibilities of
eligible program participants pursuant to sections two hundred forty-
seven and two hundred forty-eight of this title;
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(c) enter into contracts pursuant to section two hundred forty-three
of this title;

(d) recommend and inplenent alternative programinprovenents for the
efficient and effective operation of the programin accordance with the
provisions of this title with the advice of the advisory conmttee as
defined in subdivision seven of this section;

(e) develop and inplenent, in cooperation with area offices for the
aging, an outreach program to informeligible applicants of benefits
they may be entitled to pursuant to this title, and to nake available
information concerning the program for expanded pharnaceutical insurance
coverage and benefits to which they my be entitled through a
prescription drug coverage program funded by the federal governnent; and

(f) prepare an annual report and submt such report to the governor,
the tenporary president of the senate., and the speaker of the assenbly
no later than the first day of January of each year. The panel shal
include in such report, at a mninum annual statistical informtion
regardi ng the nunber of persons enrolled in the program by marital
status and incone level and age, an estinmate of the per cent of eligible
New York residents that are enrolled. the total nunber of enrollees that
receive an incone-related subsidy under section 1860D 14 of the federa
social security act, and the nunber that so qualify through their
enrollnment in the nmedicare savings program the nunbers of participating
provider pharmacies, recipients and paynents by county, a sunmmary of the
adninistrative cost containnent initiatives conpleted during the year
projections of programcosts for the following two years, and an eval u-
ation of the performance of the program contractor or contractors and of
the cost effectiveness of all outreach efforts.

6. The panel nenbers shall receive no conpensation for their services
as panel nenbers.

7. There shall be an advisory conmttee to the panel conprised of
twelve persons. Four nenbers shall be appointed by the governor, three
nenbers shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the senate, one
nmenber shall be appointed by the mnority leader of the senate, three
nmenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly and one nenber
shall be appointed by the mnority |eader of the assenbly. The comit-
tee nenbers shall be representatives of consuners. pharmacists, pharnma-
ceutical drug manufacturers and pharnaceutical wholesalers. No | ess than
sixty percent of the commttee nenbership shall represent consuners.
Comm ttee nenbers shall receive no conpensation for their services but
shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




