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STATE OF NEW YORK

3475

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 27, 2025

Introduced by Sen. HELM NG -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Cities 2

AN ACT to anmend the general city law, the town |law, and the village |aw,
inrelation to authorizing the use of nediation in | and use decisions

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 20 of the general city law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 39 to read as fol |l ows:

39. To provide by local law for the use of voluntary and nonbinding
nedi ati on pursuant to guidelines established by the unified court system
or such other procedure as determned by its legislative body. Wen
utilizing such nediation, the applicant and the legislative body may
nutually agree, in witing, to stay or extend the statutory tine periods
for review of such application, and said agreenent shall specify the
date on which the stay or extension will end. The leqgislative body shal
nake such witten agreenent available to the public by filing a copy
thereof in the city clerk's office.

8§ 2. Subdivision 3 of section 81l-a of the general city law, as added
by chapter 208 of the laws of 1993, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. Assistance to the board of appeals. (a) Such board shall have the
authority to «call upon any departnent, agency or enployee of the city
for such assistance as shall be deened necessary and as shall be author-
i zed by the legislative body. Such departnent, agency or enployee may be
rei mbursed for any expenses incurred as a result of such assistance.

(b) The zoning board of appeals may be authorized by the legislative
body to provide for the use of voluntary and nonbinding nediation as an
aid in fostering |land use decisions, pursuant to the guidelines estab-
lished by the unified court system or such other procedure as determn ned
by the legislative body.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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8§ 3. Paragraph b of subdivision 14 of section 27 of the general city
| aw, as anended by chapter 418 of the laws of 1995, is amended to read
as follows:

b. The planning board may review and nake recommendations on a
proposed city conprehensive plan or anendnent thereto. In addition, the
pl anni ng board shall have the full power and authority to make investi-
gations, maps, reports, and reconmendations in connection therewith
relating to the planning and devel opnent of the city as it deens desira-
ble, providing the total expenditures of said board shall not exceed the
appropriation provided therefor. The pl anning board may be authorized
by the legislative body to provide for the use of voluntary and nonbi nd-
ing nediation as an aid in fostering | and use decisions, pursuant to the
gui del i nes established by the unified court system or such other proce-
dure as deternmined by the |egislative body.

8§ 4. Section 64 of the town |law is anended by addi ng a new subdi vi sion
26 to read as foll ows:

26. Mediation. |Is authorized to provide by local |law for the use of
voluntary and nonbi nding nediation pursuant to the guidelines estab-
lished by the unified court system or other procedure as determ ned by
the board. Wen utilizing such nediation, the applicant and the town
board may nutually agree, in witing, to stay or extend the statutory
tinme periods for review of such application, and said agreenent shal
specify the date on which the stay or extension will end. The town board
shall rmake such witten agreenent available to the public by filing a
copy thereof in the town clerk's office.

8 5. Subdivision 3 of section 267-a of the towmm law, as anended by
chapter 248 of the laws of 1992, is amended to read as foll ows:

3. Assistance to board of appeals. (a) Such board shall have the
authority to call upon any departnment, agency or enployee of the town
for such assistance as shall be deened necessary and as shall be author-
i zed by the town board. Such departnent, agency or enployee nay be reim
bursed for any expenses incurred as a result of such assistance.

(b) The zoning board of appeals may be authorized by the town board to
provide for the use of voluntary and nonbinding nediation as an aid in
fostering I and use decisions, pursuant to the guidelines established by
the wunified court systemor other such procedure as determ ned by the
boar d.

8 6. Paragraph b of subdivision 14 of section 271 of the town law, as
amended by chapter 418 of the laws of 1995, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

b. The planning board nmay review and mneke recomendations on a
proposed town conprehensive plan or anmendment thereto. In addition, the
pl anni ng board shall have full power and authority to make investi-
gations, maps, reports and recomendations in connection therewith
relating to the planning and devel opnent of the town as it seens desira-
ble, providing the total expenditures of said board shall not exceed the
appropriation provided therefor. The planning board may be authorized
by the town board to provide for the use of voluntary and nonbi ndi ng
nediation as an aid in fostering land use decisions, pursuant to the
gui delines established by the unified court systemor other procedure as
determ ned by the board.

8 7. Subdivision 3 of section 4-412 of the village |aw is amended by
addi ng a new paragraph 14 to read as foll ows:

(14) Mediation. May provide for the use of voluntary and nonbinding
nediation pursuant to the guidelines established by the unified court
system or such other procedure as determ ned by the board of trustees.




OCoO~NOUIRWN P

S. 3475 3

When wutilizing such nediation, the applicant and the board of trustees
may nutually agree, in witing, to stay or extend the statutory tine
periods for review of such application, and said agreenent shall specify
the date on which the stay or extension will end. The board of trustees
shall nmake such witten agreenent available to the public by filing a
copy thereof in the village clerk's office.

8§ 8. Subdivision 3 of section 7-712-a of the village | aw, as anended
by chapter 248 of the laws of 1992, is anended to read as follows:

3. Assistance to board of appeals. (a) Such board shall have the
authority to call upon any departnment, agency or enployee of the village
for such assistance as shall be deenmed necessary and as shall be author-
ized by the village board of trustees. Such departnent, agency or
enpl oyee may be reinbursed for any expenses incurred as a result of such
assi st ance.

(b) The zoning board of appeals may be authorized by the board of
trustees to provide for the use of voluntary and nonbi nding nediation as
an aid in fostering land use decisions, pursuant to the guidelines
established by the unified court system or such other procedure as
determ ned by the board of trustees.

8 9. Paragraph b of subdivision 14 of section 7-718 of the village
| aw, as anended by chapter 418 of the laws of 1995, is anended to read
as follows:

b. The planning board nmay review and make recomendations on a
proposed vill age conprehensive plan or anendnent thereto. In addition,
the planning board shall have the full power and authority to nake
i nvestigations, maps, reports, and reconmendations in connection there-
with relating to the planning and devel opment of the village as it seens
desirable, providing the total expenditures of said board shall not
exceed the appropriation provided therefor. The planning board may be
aut horized by the board of trustees to provide for the use of voluntary
and nonbi nding nediation as an aid in fostering land use decisions,
pursuant to the guidelines established by the unified court system or
such other procedure as determ ned by the board of trustees.

8 10. This act shall take effect on the first of July in the cal endar
year next succeeding the cal endar year in which it shall have becone a
I aw, and shall not affect any local |laws or ordinances providing for the
medi ati on of zoning and pl anni ng deci si ons which were enacted prior to
such effective date.




