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STATE OF NEW YORK

3154

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 23, 2025

I ntroduced by Sens. COONEY, MAY, WEBB -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Libraries

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to creating the Dolly
Parton's statewide |library system of New York; and to amend the state
finance law, in relation to establishing the inmagination library of
New York fund

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 249-b
to read as foll ows:

8 249-b. Dolly Parton's statewide library systemof New York. 1. For
purposes of this section, the following terns shall have the follow ng

meani ngs:_

a. "program' shall nean the statewide inmmgination library program
Dolly Parton's Inmagination Library of New York;

b. "fund" shall nean the inmagination library of New York fund estab-

| ished by section ninety-seven-bbbbb of the state finance |aw, and

c. "qualified local entity" shall nean any existing or new |ocal Dolly
Parton's Imagination Library affiliate.

2. There is hereby established under the adm nistration of the state
librarian a Dolly Parton's statewide library system of New York for
pur poses of devel oping, inplenenting, pronoting, and fostering a conpre-
hensive statewide initiative for encouraging children frombirth to five
vears of age to develop a love of reading and | earning.

3. a. Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary, the state librar-
ian shall allocate noneys as grants to provide age-appropriate books on
a nonthly basis, at hone, to each child registered in the program from
birth to their fifth birthday at no cost to famlies, through Dolly
Parton's Statewide Library System of New York.

b. Notw thstanding any provision to the contrary, the state librarian
shall allocate npneys fromthe fund as grants to qualified local enti-
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ties that agree to a dollar-for-dollar match for purposes of the
progr am

c. Notwithstanding paragraph b of this subdivision, the state librar-
ian may waive the dollar-for-dollar match requirenent for a qualified
local entity on a case-by-case basis to prevent undue financial hard-
shi p.

4. The state librarian shall coordinate with a nonprofit entity, qual-
ified under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code., and organ-
ized solely to pronpte and encourage reading by the children of the
state, for the purpose of inplenenting this section.

5. The state librarian shall provide oversight and nmnage the daily
operations of the program which shall include, but not be limted to:

a. pronoting the statew de devel opnent of local Dolly Parton's |mag-
ination Library prograns;

b. advancing and strengthening local Dolly Parton's |nmagination
Library prograns with the goal of increasing enrollnment;

C. recruiting volunteers to assist in the devel opnent., pronotion, and
coordination of local Dolly Parton's Inmagination Library prograns;

d. soliciting donations, gifts, and other funding to financially
support local Dolly Parton's Imagination Library prograns;

e. devel oping comunity engagenent ;

f. developing, pronpting, and coordinating a public awareness canpaign
to nmake donors aware of the opportunity to donate to the affiliate
progranms and make the public aware of the opportunity to register eligi-
ble children to receive books through the program

g. adnministering the local match requirenent and coordinate the
collection and renittance of |ocal program costs for books and nailing;

h. devel oping statew de nmarketing and communi cation plans; and

i. establishing, in partnership wth the departnment, a systemfor
parent and community feedback to show inpact and effectiveness of the
program.

6. On or after January first, two thousand thirty, and annually there-
after, the state librarian shall subnmt a report to the governor, the
tenporary president of the senate, and the speaker of the assenbly.
Such report shall include, but not be limted to:

a. the deposits made to, and expenditures nmade fromthe fund;

b. whether any local natch requirenents were wai ved;

c. the nunber of local prograns that exist, their |ocation. and which
entity or organization serves as the |local partner; and

d. the nunber of children that are enrolled and the nunber of books
that have been sent to such enrolled children.

7. The regents nmy pronulgate regulations as may be needed for the
adnm nistration of the program

8§ 2. The state finance law is anmended by adding a new section 97-bbbbb
to read as foll ows:

8 97-bbbbb. Imagination library of New York fund. 1. There is hereby
established in the joint custody of the state conptroller and the
conm ssi oner of education an account of the m scell aneous special reven-
ue account to be known as the "Inmagination Library of New York fund".

2. Moneys in this fund shall be kept separate and shall not be conm n-
gled with any other noneys in the custody of the state conptroller and
the conm ssioner of education.

3. The imagination library of New York fund shall consist of noneys
appropriated for the purpose of such account., noneys transferred to such
account pursuant to law, contributions consisting of pronm ses or grants
of any noney or property of any kind or value, or any other thing of
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val ue, including grants or other financial assistance from any agency of
gover nnent and noneys required by the provisions of this section or any

other law to be paid into or credited to this account.

4. Moneys of the imagination library of New York fund, when all ocat ed,
shall be available, subject to the approval of the director of the budg-
et, to provide age-appropriate books on a nonthly basis, at hone, to
each child registered in the program frombirth to their fifth birthday
at no cost to famlies, through Dolly Parton's |Inagination Library.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




