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STATE OF NEW YORK

2642

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 22, 2025

Introduced by Sen. ADDABBO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Civil Service and Pensions

AN ACT to anmend the general nunicipal law, the retirement and social
security law and the adnministrative code of the city of New York, in
relation to allowing for child beneficiaries of deceased police offi-
cers and firefighters to receive accidental death benefits until age
twenty-six

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 208-b of the general munic-
ipal law, as added by chapter 882 of the laws of 1958, and paragraph b
of subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 877 of the laws of 1981, are
anended to read as foll ows:

2. The death benefit shall be paid by the municipality upon the allow
ance of the claimtherefor, and shall consist of:

a. An anmount equal to the salary received by such nenber either during
the year imediately preceding [his] such nenber's death, or during the
year preceding such injuries, whichever is greater and

b. One thousand dollars, or ten percent of the deceased nenber's fina
sal ary, whichever is higher, payable for each child of such nmenber under
[ elghteen] twenty-six on the date of the nmenber's death

3. The death benefit shall be paid to:

a. The menber's wi dow or wi dower, or if [he] such nenmber shall |eave
no w dow or widower, or if [Bs] such wi dow or wi dower shall die before
receiving the total of the ampunts provided in subdivision two hereof,
then to

b. [H-s] Such nenber's child or children under age [eighteen] twenty-
six, in equal anmpbunts.

8§ 2. The opening paragraphs of subdivisions a, b and ¢ and subdi vi sion
f of section 208-f of the general municipal |law, the opening paragraph
of subdivision a as amended by chapter 720 of the I aws of 2023, the
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openi ng par agraph of subdivision b as anmended by section 1 of part Y of
chapter 55 of the laws of 2023, the opening paragraph of subdivision c
as amended by chapter 162 of the laws of 2024 and subdivision f as
anended by chapter 782 of the |aws of 2022, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of Ilaw, the special accidental
death benefit provided by this section shall be paid to the w dow or
wi dower or the deceased nenber's children under the age of [eighteen-
of——a—student—under—t-he—age—of—twenty—three] twenty-six, if the w dow
or wdower has died, or to the deceased nenber's parents if the nenber
has no wi dow, w dower[+~] or children under the age of [eighteepr——or—a
student—under—the—age—oftwenty-three] twenty-six, of: (i) a deceased

menber of a pension or retirement systemof a police departnment or paid
fire departnent of a city, town or village; (ii) a deceased paid nenber
of the police force of the police departnment of the New York city trans-
it authority; (iii) a deceased paid nenber of the police force of the
police department of +the New York city housing authority; (iv) a
deceased pai d nenber of the unifornmed correction force of the New York
city department of correction; (v) a deceased paid unifornmed nenber of a
county sheriff's departnment (outside the city of New York); (vi) a
deceased enpl oyee of the city of New York or the New York city health
and hospitals corporation in a title whose duties are those of an ener-
gency nedi cal technician or advanced energency nedical technician (as
those terms are defined in section three thousand one of the public
health law), or in atitle whose duties require the supervision of
enpl oyees whose duties are those of an energency nedi cal technician or
advanced energency nedical technician (as those terns are defined in
section three thousand one of the public health law); (vii) a deceased
pai d bridge and tunnel nenber of the New York city enpl oyees' retirenent
system (viii) a deceased paid nenmber of the unifornmed force of the New
York city departnent of sanitation; or (ix) a deceased paid deputy sher-
iff nmenber of the New York city sheriff's departnent, providing the
wi dow or widower is ineligible to receive benefits pursuant to section
three hundred sixty-one-a of the retirement and social security |aw as
anended by chapter seven hundred thirty-three of the laws of nineteen
hundred ninety and the deceased nenber:

The special accidental death benefit shall be paid by the county,
city, town or village which enployed the deceased nenber at the tine of
death, and shall consist of a pension which is equal to the salary of
t he deceased nenber, reduced by the sum of each of the follow ng bene-
fits received by the widow or wi dower or the deceased nmenber's children
under the age of [eilghteen] twenty-six, if the w dow or wdower has
died, or to the deceased nenber's parents if the nenber has no w dow,
wi dower[+~] or children under the age of [elghteenr—or—a—student—under
the—age—of—twenty-three] twenty-six, on account of the death of the
deceased nenber:

Comrencing July first, two thousand twenty-four the special accidental
death benefit paid to a wi dow or wi dower or the deceased nenber's chil-
dren under the age of [eighteen—-or—f—a—student—under—the—age—-oftwen—
ty-—three] twenty-six, if the wdow or wdower has died, or to the
deceased nmenber's parents if the menber has no w dow, w dower[~] or
children under the age of [elghteenr—or—a—student—under—the—age—of—twen—
y-three] twenty-six, shall be escalated by adding thereto an additiona
percentage of the salary of the deceased nenber (as increased pursuant
to subdivision b of this section) in accordance with the follow ng sche-
dul e:
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f. The special accidental death benefit shall be paid to:

1. The nenber's wi dow or wi dower to continue during [his—e+her] such
person's lifetime. |f [he—or—she] the nenber shall |eave no w dow or
wi dower, or if [his—e+—her] such nenber's wi dow or w dower shall die
before all [his—e+—her] the nenber's children shall have attained age
[e+ghLeen——eL———+i—sLuden+s—shaLL—ha#e—aLLa+ned—+he—age—e#—%#wﬁﬁgh44#4*ﬂ

twenty-six, or sooner die, then to

2. [ Hs—oe+—her] The nenber's child or children under age |[eighteen -
of—f—students—under—age—twenty—three] twenty-six, divided in such
manner as the conptroller, in [kis] the conptroller's discretion, shal
determ ne, or sooner die, then to

3. [Hs——o+—her] The nenber's parents if the nenber has no w dow,

wi dower[] or children under the age of [eilghteenr—or—a—student—under
the—age—of—twenty—three] twenty-six, for their lifetinmes. Such pension

shall continue in the sane anount as received by the nmenber's w dow or
widower as a joint and survivor pension until every such child shal
have attai ned age [elghteen] twenty-six or sooner die.

§ 3. Subdivision d of section 361 of the retirement and social securi-
ty law, as anended by chapter 733 of the laws of 1990, is anended to
read as foll ows:

d. The pension on account of accidental death and the reserve-for-in-
creased-t ake- hone-pay shall be paid to:

1. The menber's wi dow or wi dower to continue during [his—e+—her] such
person's lifetine. | f [ he—o+—she] such nenber shall |eave no w dow or
wi dower, or if [his—e+—her] such wi dow or wi dower shall die before all
[ fis—e+—her] the nenber's children shall have attained age [e+ghteen—o+
LL——sLudenLsT——beie#e—aLL—eL—hLs—e#—he#—eh++d#en—shaLL—have—aL#aLned—age

] twenty-six, then to

2. [#ks—e#—hep] The nenber’ S child or children wunder age [eighieen-

; ] menty—5|x
divided in such manner as the conptroller, in [kis] the conptroller’

di scretion, shall determ ne. Such pension shall continue as a joint and
survivor pension until every such child shall have attained age [eigh—

]

twenty-six, or sooner die. If no wi dow or wi dower or child under age
[eFghLeen——e;——+L—a—sLHdenL——Hﬂd@#—&g@—%ﬂ@ﬂ%y—Lhméwﬂ twenty-six, shal
survive such nenber, at the tinme of [his—e+—her] such nenber's death,
then to

3. [H-s—o+—her] The nenber's dependent father or dependent nother, as
[ re—e+—she] such nenber shall have nonminated by witten designation duly
acknow edged and filed with the conptroller. Such pension shall continue
for the I|ife of the parent so designated. If there be no such desig-
nation, then to

4. [ H-s—e+—her] The nenber's dependent father or dependent nother, as
the conptroller, in [his] the conptroller's discretion, shall determne

Such pension shall contlnue for the I|fe of the parent so el ected.
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§ 4. The openi ng paragraphs of subdivisions a, b and ¢ and subdi vi si on
e of section 361l-a of the retirenment and social security |law, the open-
i ng paragraphs of subdivisions a and b and subdivision e as anended by
chapter 733 of the laws of 1990 and the openi ng paragraph of subdivision
¢ as anended by chapter 162 of the | aws of 2024, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

Not wi t hst andi ng any other provision of |law, a wi dow or wi dower or the
deceased nmenber's children under the age of [elghteenr—-or—if—a—student—
vhder—the—age—-oftwenty-three] twenty-six, if the widow or w dower has

died who is or are receiving the accidental death benefit provided by
section three hundred sixty-one of this [ehapter] title, shall also be
pai d the special accidental death benefit authorized by this section.
The special accidental death benefit shall be payable fromthe pension
accumul ation fund, and shall consist of a pension which is equal to the
salary of the deceased nenber reduced by the sum of each of the follom+
ing benefits received by the widow or wi dower or the deceased nmenber'

chil dren under the age of [e+ghLeen—e#——+i—a—sLHden%——ende#—%he——age——eL

twepty-three] twenty-six, if the widow or w dower has died, on account
of the death of the deceased nenber:

Comrencing July first, two thousand twenty-four the special accidental
death benefit paid to a mndom/or mndomer or the deceased nenber's chil-
dren under the age of [

] twenty-six, if the mndom10r wi dower has di ed, shall be esca-
| ated by adding thereto an additional percentage of the salary of the
deceased nmenber, as increased pursuant to subdivision b of this section,
in accordance with the follow ng schedul e:

e. The special accidental death benefit shall be paid to:

1. The nmenber's wi dow or w dower to continue during [his—e+her] such
person's lifetime. |f [he—o+—she] such nenber shall |eave no w dow or
wi dower, or if [his—e+—her] such nenber's wi dow or w dower shall die
before all [his—erher] the nenber's children shall have attained age
[ eghteen—or—iFa——student—shal—haveattalnedthe—age—ol—tunenty—three
or—sooher—die] twenty-six, then to

2. [His—o+—her] The nenber's child or children under age [eighteenr—or—
PL—a—sLuden%——Hnde#—Lhe—age—e#—%men%y—%h*&wﬂ twenty-six, divided in such
manner as the conptroller in [ks] the conptroller's discretion, shal
determ ne. Such pension shall continue in the sane anpbunt as received by
the nenber's widow or wdower as a joint and survivor pension until

every such child shall have attained age [elghteep—or—F—a—student—
afai-ped—the—age—ofl—wenpiy—three

] twenty-six or sooner die.
8 5. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 13-244 of the adm nistrative code

of the city of New York, as amended by chapter 733 of the laws of 1990,
are anended to read as foll ows:

2. If there be no surviving spouse, or if the surviving spouse dies
before any child of such deceased nmenber shall have attained the age of

[ & ; ,

] twenty-six years, then to [his—er—he+r] such
nenber's child or children under such age, divided in such manner as
such board in its discretion shall determne, to continue as a joint and
survivor pension of one-half of [his—e+—her] such nenber's final conpen-
sation until every such child dies or attains such age; or

3. If there be no surviving spouse or child under the age of [e+gh%een

] twenty-s
years[r] surviving such deceased menber, then to [his—or—her] Lhe
menber's dependent father or nmother, as the deceased nmenber shall have
nom nated by witten designation duly acknow edged and filed w th such
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board; or, if there be no such nomnation, then to [his—e+—her]| the
nenber' s dependent father or to [his—e+—her] the nenber's dependent
nother, as such board in its discretion shall direct, to continue for
life.

8 6. This act shall take effect immediately.




