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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 21, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SCARCELLA- SPANTON -- read twi ce and ordered printed
and when printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anmend the family court act and the New York city civil court
act, inrelation to increasing the nunber of judges in certain courts

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 121 of the family court act, as amended by chapter
204 of the laws of 2024, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 121. Nunber of judges. The family court within the city of New York
shal | consist of sixty-seven judges, effective January first, two thou-
sand twenty-five. There shall be at least one famly court judge resi-
dent in each county of the city of New York; provided, however, that
there shall be at least three famly court judge residents in the county
of Ri chnond.

8 2. Subdivision 2-b of section 102-a of the New York city civil court
act, as added by chapter 204 of the |laws of 2024, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

2-b. [ *welve—additional] Additional judges of the civil court of the
city of New York shall be elected in and fromthe residents of the
following counties in the indicated nunbers: from the county of New
York, three; fromthe county of Bronx, three; fromthe county of Kings,
three; [ard] fromthe county of Queens, three; and from the county of
Ri chnond, three. Such additional judges shall receive the same conpen-
sation as the existing judges of the civil court of the city of New York
and shall be elected countywide within the city of New York

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately, provided, however, that
the positions created by sections one and two of this act shall be
filled by election at the Novermber 4, 2025 election, for a term to
commence on the first day of January, 2026, as if such vacancy occurred
on the effective date of this act. Party nom nations shall be nade as
provided for in section 6-116 and 6-158 of the election |aw, and the
i ndependent nomi nations shall be nmade as provided for by subdivision 10
of section 6-158 of the election | aw
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