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STATE OF NEW YORK

2547

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 21, 2025

Introduced by Sens. MYRIE, BAILEY, COVRIE, GOUNARDES, HOYLMAN- S| GAL,
JACKSON, PARKER, PERSAUD, RAMOS, SALAZAR -- read twice and ordered
printed, and when printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Educa-
tion

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing a
culturally responsive education curriculumand standards; and making
an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anended by adding a new section 804-e
to read as foll ows:

8 804-e. Culturally responsive education curriculumand standards. 1
Culturally responsive education rules and reqgqulations. (a) The conmi s-
sioner shall pronulgate rules and regulations for the inplenentation of
culturally responsive education curriculum for all schools including
elenentary schools, junior high schools and senior high schools. 1In
formulating such requlations, the conm ssioner shall seek input of
parents, students and other stakehol ders.

(b) In formulating the rules and reqgulations required by paragraph (a)
of this subdivision, the comm ssioner shall recognize that: nore than
half of New York state's public school students are students of color
education that nmakes a cultural connection with students has been shown
to inprove educational outcones; cultural responsiveness advances and
accelerates student learning by honoring and supporting students
cultural, linguistic and racial experiences; in order for students to
gain the full benefits of the diversity of New York state, culturally
responsive education nust be a part of the daily schooling experiences
of all students; and cultural responsiveness will prepare educators to
relate aspects of students' daily lives to the curriculum

(c) Al school districts, charter schools and private schools shal
integrate culturally responsive education throughout the education of

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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all students at all grade levels in accordance with the conm ssioner's
rules and requl ations pronul gated pursuant to this subdivision.
(d) The conmmissioner's rules and reqgulations shall include, but not be

limted to, curriculum standards for: African Anerican history and
achi evenent, lLatino Anerican history and achievenent, Native Anerican
hi story and achi evenent, Asian Anerican history and achi evenent, and the
role of racial oppression and inequity based in the formation, growth
and exi stence of our nation and state. The conmi ssioner shall also
devel op nodel curricula for use by schooals.

2. Gaduation standards. The comm ssioner shall pronulgate rules and
reqgulations requiring all high school students to pass a course in a
subject area that neets the culturally responsive education standards
established by this section as a prerequisite for graduation.

3. Teacher certification. The conm ssioner shall pronmulgate rules and
regulations to include conpletion of at |east one college course in
effective teaching for students of diverse cultural backgrounds as a
prerequisite for teacher certification.

4. Professional devel opnent. The comm ssioner shall pronulgate rul es
and reqgulations requiring cultural conpetency and culturally responsive
education to be incorporated into the ongoing professional devel opnent
standards for all pre-kindergarten through grade twel ve educators.

5. Culturally responsive school clinate assessnent and/or rubric. The
conmmi ssioner _shall create a culturally responsive school clinate assess-
nent and/or rubric which school districts nmay utilize in assessing the
cultural responsiveness of the educational climate in their schools and
district. This assessnent and/or rubric shall be consistent with the
pur poses of this section.

6. Pilot program Wthin anobunts appropriated therefor, the conm s-
sioner shall establish a pilot programin culturally responsive educa-
tion and shall nmake funds available to school districts through a
request for proposal. The award of such funds shall be based on criteria
to be developed by the conmmssioner and approved by the board of
regents. The commni ssioner shall prioritize districts with the highest
needs as neasured in terns of student poverty and English | anguage |ear-
ners and other denographic or community factors which the conm ssi oner
nmay identify. The criteria for an award shall include, but not be
limted to, the quality of the proposal and its consistency with the
purposes of this section, the ability of the school district to denon-
strate parent, famly., student and community engagenent in the devel op-

nent and inplenentation of its proposal, the capacity of the schoo
district to draw upon the direct experiences of its students, famlies
and communities in inplenenting the purposes of this section, including

but not linmted to the ability to draw upon these experiences in inple-
nenting paragraph (d) of subdivision one of this section and the utili-
zation of the culturally responsive school clinmate assessnent and/or
rubric devel oped by the commissioner or of a conparable assessnent
and/or rubric in developing its proposal

8§ 2. The sumof twenty-five mllion dollars ($25, 000,000), or so nmuch
t hereof as nay be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the departnent of
education out of any noneys in the state treasury in the general fund to
the credit of the state purposes fund, not otherw se appropriated, and
made immediately available, for the sole purpose of providing funding
for the pilot programin culturally responsive education established
pursuant to subdivision 6 of section 804-e of the education |aw, as
added by section one of this act. Such nobneys shall be payable on the




~NOoO O~ WNPRE

S. 2547 3

audit and warrant of the conptroller on vouchers certified or approved
by the conm ssioner of education in the manner prescribed by |aw.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a law. Effective inmediately the addition, anmendnent and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted
on or before such effective date.



