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January 21, 2025

Introduced by Sens. FELDER, SKOUFIS -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to establishing
a bicycle and electric scooter operator's safety manual and |icensing
requir ement

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis anmended by adding a new
article 12-E to read as fol | ows:
ARTICLE 12-E
Bl CYCLE AND ELECTRI C SCOOTER SAFETY EDUCATI ON COURSE AND LI CENSE
Section 399-u. Bicycle and electric scooter operator's safety nanual.
399-v. lLicense for the operation of a bicycle, bicycle with
electric assist and electric scooter.
399-w. Rules and requl ations.

8 399-u. Bicycle and electric scooter operator's safety manual. The
conm ssioner shall develop and publish a bicycle and electric scooter
operator's safety manual that shall be available for distribution and
accessible on the departnent's website. The manual shall include but
not be limted to the foll ow ng:

(a) an overview of traffic laws governing bicycles, bicycles wth
electric assist and electric scooters;

(b) the safe operation of bicycles, bicycles with electric assist and
electric scooters;

(c) bicycle lanes as defined in section one hundred tw-a of this
chapter; and

(d) obligations to conply with traffic control devices and markings
related to bicyclists, electric scooter operators and pedestrians.

8 399-v. License for the operation of a bicycle, bicycle with electric
assist and electric scooter. 1. Upon successful conprehension of the
bicycle and electric scooter operator's safety manual, a resident may
then nmake an application to receive a license for the operation of a
bicycle, bicycle with electric assist and electric scooter.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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2. (a) An application for such license shall be made to the comm s-
sioner and shall require an applicant to furnish proof of identity, age,
fitness and any other information required by the conmi ssioner. Such
application nay also require a photographic inage of the applicant.

(b) A noninal fee may be prescribed by the conm ssioner for the issu-
ance, renewal and anendnent of a |icense.

(c) Alicense shall be valid fromthe date of issuance until a date of
expiration as determ ned by the conmi ssioner.

399-w. Rules and reqgulations. The conmmi ssi oner shall ronul gate such
rules and requlations as are necessary to effectuate the provisions of
this article. In addition to any requirenents expressly authorized by

this article, such requlations may include but not be linted to wvali-
dating that a person has read and conprehends the departnent's bicycle
and electric scooter operator's safety manual.

8 2. Subdivision 1 of section 504 of the vehicle and traffic law is
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph (a-2) to read as foll ows:

a-2 Every license or renewal thereof issued to an applicant who has
a license for the operation of a bicycle, bicycle with electric assist
and electric scooter and after submi ssion of proof as set forth in this
paragraph shall contain a distinguishing mark, in such form as the
conm ssioner shall determine, indicating that such applicant has read
and conprehends the bicycle and electric scooter operator's safety manu-
al. Such proof shall consist of a license for the operation of a bicy-
cle, bicycle with electric assist and electric scooter that is provided
pursuant to section three hundred ninety-nine-v of this chapter. The
conm ssioner shall not require fees for the issuance of such licenses or
renewals thereof containing a bicycle and electric scooter operator's
saf ety manual conprehension distinguishing mark which are different from
fees otherwise required; provided., however, that notwi thstanding the
provisions of this section, the conm ssioner shall not require fees for
a duplication or amendnent of a license prior to its renewal if such
duplication or anmendnent was solely for the purpose of adding a bicycle
and electric scooter operator's safety manual conprehensi on di stingui sh-
ing mark to such |icense.

8 3. The vehicle and traffic law is anended by adding a new section
1244 to read as fol |l ows:

8 1244, (peration of a bicycle or bicycle with electric assist is
prohibited without a license. No person shall operate a bicycle or bicy-
cle with electric assist on a public roadway in a city with a popul ation
of one mllion or nore unless the operator is a holder of a license for
the operation of a bicycle, bicycle with electric assist and electric
scooter issued to such operator pursuant to article twelve-E of this
chapt er.

8 4. The vehicle and traffic law is amended by adding a new section
1290 to read as fol |l ows:

8 1290. Qperation of an electric scooter is prohibited wthout a
license. No person shall operate an electric scooter on a public roadway
in a city with a population of one mllion or nbre unless the operator
is a holder of a license for the operation of a bicycle, bicycle wth
electric assist and electric scooter issued to such operator pursuant to
article twelve-E of this chapter

8§ 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have beconme a |law. Effective i mediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade and
conpl eted on or before such date.




