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STATE OF NEW YORK

2281

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 16, 2025

Introduced by Sen. WEBB -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Corporations, Authorities
and Conmi ssi ons

AN ACT to anend the New York state urban devel opnent corporation act, in
relation to the provision of grant funding for broadband services in
non- conpetitive |ocations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 16-gg of section 1 of chapter 174
of the laws of 1968, constituting the New York state urban devel opnent
corporation act, as added by section 2 of part MW of chapter 58 of the
laws of 2022, is anended by adding a new paragraph (i) to read as
fol | ows:

(i) "Non-conpetitive |ocation" neans a broadband-serviceable |ocation
as determ ned by the division, that has access to only one wred or
fixed wireless broadband service provider that offers high-speed inter-
net service, as such termis defined in section 224-c of the public
service | aw.

8§ 2. Subdivision 7 of section 16-gg of section 1 of chapter 174 of the
laws of 1968, constituting the New York state urban devel opnent corpo-
ration act, as added by section 2 of part MW of chapter 58 of the |aws
of 2022, is anmended to read as foll ows:

7. Connect All depl oynent program The Connect All depl oynent programis
hereby established to provide grant funding to construct infrastructure
necessary to provide broadband services to unserved and underserved
| ocations in the state, and to the extent that appropriations are avail -
able, to non-conpetitive locations in the state. Grants issued pursuant
to this programshall facilitate projects that, at a mninum provide
reliable internet service with consistent speeds of at |east 100 nega-
bits per second for downl oad and at |east 20 negabits per second for
upload, wunless this requirenent is waived for a specific project or
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| ocation and a different speed |level is approved by the division, but
under no circunstances |ess than 25 negabits per second downl oad and 3
megabi ts per second upl oad; provided further that applicants for grant
funding under this section nay include incorporated organizations,
Native American tribes or tribal organizations, local units of govern-
ment, or a group of any of the above entities; provided further that an
applicant for grant funding under this section shall denpnstrate suit-
able fiscal, technical, operational, and nanagenent capabilities as
determ ned by the division; provided further that an applicant for grant
fundi ng under this section shall provide certifications as to conpliance
with rel evant safety standards as determ ned by the division, including
the National Electrical Safety Code; provided further that an applicant
for grant funding under this section shall provide certifications as to
conmpliance with relevant workplace protections as determ ned by the
division including the Cccupational Safety and Health Act, the Fair
Labor Standards Act, Title VII of the Gvil R ghts Act of 1964, and New
York State | abor and enpl oynent |aws; provided further that an applicant
for grant funding under this section shall submt to the division a
workforce plan in a format determned by the division which, to the
extent practicable, shall include: (a) information relating to whether
the construction workforce will be directly enployed or subcontracted
(b) the anticipated size of the workforce required to carry out the
proposed work; (c) a description of plans to nmaxim ze use of |ocal or
regi onal workforce; and (d) a description of the expected workforce
safety standards and training to ensure the project is conpleted at a
hi gh standard. The division shall establish the procedures to solicit,
recei ve and eval uate applications for the program consistent with rules,
regul ations, or guidelines established by the conm ssioner; provided
that preference shall be given to applications that: (a) are capable of
delivering speeds of 1 gigabit per second downl oad and 1 gigabit per
second upload to the end user; (b) provide service to locations in
unserved areas as determined by the division; (c) commt not to inpose
caps on data usage on the service provided to the end-user or to block
throttle, or prioritize internet content in the general course of busi-
ness; and (d) have and conmit to maintaining high standards of workpl ace
safety practices, training, certification or licensure for all relevant
wor kers, and conpliance with state and federal workplace protections.

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



