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STATE OF NEW YORK

2148

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 15, 2025

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education |aw and the state finance law, in relation
to establishing the New York state violence in nass nedia research
program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by addi ng a new section 239-d
to read as foll ows:

8 239-d. New York state violence in mass nedia research program 1
Program formation and goals. Subject to anbunts available by appropri-
ation, the New York state violence in nmass nedia research programis
hereby created within the firearm violence research institute. The
pur poses of such program shall include:

(a) advising the governor, governnental agencies, the regents, and the
legislature on mmtters relating to the effects of reporting on violent
crinme practices in New York state as it relates to unintentionally
glorifying certain violent crines in such a way that encourages copycat
violent crinmes, contributing to negative stereotyping or prejudicing
jurors in rulings on private citizens;

(b) fostering., pursuing and sponsoring collaborative research on the
effects of mass nedia violent crine reporting;

(c) increasing understanding by establishing and reporting on what is
known and what is not known about the effects of reporting on violent
crinme by nmass nedi a;

(d) identifying priority needs for the research of the effects nmmss
nmedia reporting on violent crine and inventory work within New York that
currently are not receiving adequate attention and identifying public or
private entities that are best situated to address such needs, thereby
leading to better coordination of firearmviolence research efforts in
the state;

(e) pronbting awareness of existing and new sources of information
created by psychol ogists and other experts on the effects of current
nass nedia reporting of violent crine while educating elected officials,

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
LBD02358- 01- 5



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

S. 2148 2

governnental agencies, and the general public on these issues through
such neans as it nmay determ ne

(f) organizing and sponsoring neetings on firearmviol ence topics;

(g) encouraging the establishnment of networks of collaborating experts
engaged in related aspects of firearmviol ence research;

(h) raising sensitivity to firearmviolence concerns anong state and
| ocal governnent agencies, and serving as a forumfor enhanced intera-
gency information sharing and cooperation;

(i) working on a continuing basis with policymakers in the leqgislature
and state agencies to identify, inplenment, and evaluate innovative
firearmviolence prevention policies and prograns;

(J) recruiting and providing specialized training opportunities for
new researchers, including experienced investigators in related fields
who are beginning work on nmass public violence, young investigators who
have conpleted their education, experts in journalismlaw, postdoctora
schol ars, doctoral students, undergraduates, and representatives from
mass nedia; and

(k) providing copies of their research publications to the legislature
and to agencies supplying data used in the conduct of such research as
soon as is practicable follow ng publication.

2. Research. The New York state firearm violence research institute

shall foster, pursue, and sponsor basic, translational, and transform
ative research, field studies, and all other such activities to
research:

(a) the nature of mass nedia reporting of violence, including what is
di splayed, including but not linmted to nanes and faces of perpetrators,
crine scenes, and plans, and individual and societal determnants of
risk for involvenent in mass public violence, whether as a victimor a
per petrator;

(b) the individual, comunity, and societal consequences of potential-
ly irresponsible mass nedia reporting practices regarding violent crineg;

(c) the prevention and treatnent of mass public violence at the indi-
vidual , community, and societal |levels; and

(d) the effect of mass nedia reporting on contributing to racia
profiling and stereotyping as it relates to arrests, juror outcones., and
the violation of the privacy of private citizens scheduled for trial
but not yet convicted of a crine.

3. Financing. The violence in nass nedia research program shall be
funded through the firearmviolence research fund established pursuant
to section ninety-seven-j of the state finance | aw.

§ 2. Subdivision 5 of section 97-j of the state finance law, as
anended by chapter 151 of the laws of 2022, is anended to read as
foll ows:

5. Mneys in the firearmviolence research fund, follow ng appropri-
ation by the legislature, shall be available to the New York firearm
viol ence research institute for its activities as set forth in [ sestion]
sections two hundred thirty-nine-d and three hundred fifty-five-e of the
education | aw.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw. Effective imediately, the addition, anendnent
and/ or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation
of this act on its effective date are authorized to be made and
conmpl eted by the comni ssioner of education on or before such effective
dat e.




