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STATE OF NEW YORK

2056

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 15, 2025

Introduced by Sens. WEBB, MAY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on El ections

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to enacting the "student
vot er enpower nent act"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "student voter enpowernent act".

8 2. Subdivision 18 of section 5-211 of the election | aw, as anmended
by chapter 481 of the laws of 2023, is anended to read as follows:

18. (a) [#] On or before January first, two thousand twenty, al
institutions of the state university of New York and the city university
of New York shall create and nmake available to all students a webpage
for voter education on each such institution's website, containing a
link to an application for voter registration, a link to an application
for an early mail ballot, updated infornmation about the 1location and
hours of the polling place designated for students registered to vote on
the contiguous property of the institution, if such polling place exists
pursuant to subdivision five-a of section 4-104 of this chapter or as
designated by the [ ocal board of election, key dates for voting regis-
tration, voting tinmes, and absentee voting detailed in the state board
of elections political calendar, information about the voting rights of
students, contact information for the county board of elections, and the

nane and contact information for the [admristrator—+esponsible—for
vot-er—+regi-st+rati-oh—assi-stance] student voting coordinator on each
canpus.

[-] (b) Each such institution shall, at the beginning of the schoo
year, and again in January of a year in which the president of the
United States is to be elected, provide an application for voter regis-
tration and an application for an early mail ballot to each student in
each such institution. Each institution shall be considered in conpli-

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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ance with the requirenments of this [subparagraph] paragraph for each
student to whom the institution electronically transmts a nessage

containing the link to the webpage for voter education, the link to an
application for voter registration and the link to an application for an
early mail ballot, if such information is in an electronic nmessage

devoted exclusively to voter registration

[ +] (c) Each such institution shall provide the same degree of
assi stance as required of participating agencies.

[bF] 19. (a) Each institution within the state university of New York
and the city wuniversity of New York shall designate a staff nenber to
act as a student voting coordinator. The student voting coordinator
shall develop and inplenent a student voting action plan to increase
student voter registration and voting and denbcratic participation anong
students. Such student voting action plan shall cover the two vyear
period immediately preceding each statew de general election, provided
however that the action plan following the effective date of the chapter
of the laws of two thousand twenty-five that anmended this subdivision
shall cover the period after such effective date, and shall be updated
after each statew de general election

(b) The student voting action plan shall include:

(i) Amninumof three election outreach events to increase denocratic
participation and student voting during an acadenic year, including at
| east one event during the forty-five days preceding a general or prina-
ry election. At least one event shall be held in-person. Such events
shall be open for all students to attend, and nmay be sponsored by
student organi zations, provided they maintain requirenents in paragraph
(c) of this subdivision.

(ii) Provision of informational materials on voting and voter reqis-
tration, including but not |linmted to application and online application
for voter registration as required in subdivision eighteen of this
section, in central locations and high-traffic areas on canpus. includ-
ing during orientation events for new students and during course redgis-
tration processes, and in electronic nmessages, social nmedia platfornms,
and text nessages to cellular phones, to the extent the institution uses
such nethods to provide infornation to students.

(iii) In consultation wth |ocal boards of elections, provision of
pre-filled voter registration applications wth relevant residentia
addresses on the contiguous property of the college or university.

(iv) Dissenination of information about voter registration and voting
opportunities to all students on the website created pursuant to subdi-
vision eighteen of this section, including:

(A) the dates for early voting and el ection day voting;

(B) the last day for voter registration, enrollnent, and change of
enrol | ment;

(O the process to search for a voter's early voting and el ection day
assigned poll sites and voter registration status;

(D) the location and hours of the polling place designated for
students registered to vote at any address on the contiguous property of
the institution, pursuant to subdivision five-a of section 4-104 of this
chapter, if such polling place is designated;

(E) the process and deadlines for applying for and returning absentee
ballots, early mail ballots, and for curing defects in absentee ballots;

(F) the option to use students' canpus residence address to register
to vote
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(G the protections for the right to vote pursuant to title two of
article seventeen of this chapter, the John R Lewis voting rights act
of New York, and the rights of voters with disabilities; and

(H) the assistance for |anguage-ninority groups as provided by section
17-208 of this chapter.

(v) Support of student organi zations engaged in activities to increase
voter registration and voting by students, including but not limted to
pr of essi onal assistance, dissemnation of information of activities, or
financial support.

(vi) A policy allowing a student to be excused fromclass or absent
froma job with the institution for a reasonable period for the purpose
of voting on election day, if the student does not have three hours of
continuous tinme out of class or off from a job wth the institution
during the tine the polls are open on el ection day.

(vii) Any other activities to inprove access to voting and voter
registration for students.

(c) The work of the student voting coordinator and the activities in
the student voting action plan, including but not limted to outreach
events, informational materials, and communications, shall not be
conducted for the purpose of favoring or disfavoring particular candi-
dates or political parties.

(d) The chancellor of the state university of New York and the chan-
cellor of the city university of New York shall pronmulgate rules for the
manner of devel oping the student voting action plan which shall include
consultation with staff, faculty nmenbers, and student organizations with
experience in civic engagenent.

(e) Each institution within the state university of New York and the
city university of New York shall enroll in the National Study for
Learning, Voting, and Engagenent by the Institute for Denbcracy and
Hi gher Education at Tufts University. Wthin thirty days of receiving a
report fromthe National Study for Learning, Voting. and Engagenent by
the Institute for Denpcracy and Hi gher Education at Tufts University, an
institution shall send the report to the state board of elections. The
state board of elections shall nmake such reports publicly available on
the website.

(f) The state wuniversity of New York and the city university of New
York, on behalf of each institution wthin its system shall on or
before June first, two thousand twenty, and each subsequent year, submit
a report disaggregated according to each institution to the state board
of elections that includes:

(i) the efforts of the institution to register voters in the preceding
cal endar year;

(ii) a date-stanped screen shot of the webpage for voter education
that contains the required information under [paragraph—{a)—ef—this]
subdi vi sion eighteen of this section;

(iii) the number of students who were registered for course work in
the preceding twelve nonths at such institution and the number of clicks
on the links to online voter registration and early mail ballot applica-

tions; [ard]
(iv) any other efforts or recomendations the institution plans to
i npl ement to inprove access to voter registration and early nail ball ot

voting for students at the institution; and
(v) each student voting action plan devel oped and inpl enented pursuant
to paragraph (b) of this subdivision.
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[£e] (g) The state board of elections shall make the reports provided
pursuant to paragraph [{b)}] (f) of this subdivision publicly avail able
on its website.

8 3. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section 17-208 of the el ection
| aw, as added by chapter 226 of the |laws of 2022, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) more than two percent, but in no instance fewer than three hundred
i ndividuals, of the citizens of voting age of a political subdivision or
residents of a college or university are nmenbers of a single |anguage-
mnority group and are limted English proficient.

8 4. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
|l aw; provided, however, that if chapter 226 of the |Iaws of 2022 shal
not have taken effect on or before such date then section three of this
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the sane manner as such
chapter of the |aws of 2022 takes effect. Effective immediately, any
rules and regul ations necessary to inplenent the provisions of this act
on its effective date are authorized to be mnade and conpleted on or
before such date.




