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STATE OF NEW YORK

1927--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 14, 2025

I ntroduced by Sens. O MARA, BORRELLO, GALLI VAN, GRIFFO MJRRAY, PALUMBO,

STEC, WALCZYK -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to
be conmitted to the Cormittee on Energy and Telecommunications --
committee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as anended and

recommtted to said conmmittee

AN ACT to establish the comi ssion on reopening the Indian Point energy
center; to anmend the energy |law, the general rnunicipal |aw, the public
authorities law, and the public service law, in relation to defi-
nitions of certain terns relating to renewabl e energy; to repeal para-
graph (a) of subdivision 4 of section 162 of the public service |aw,
relating to electric generating facilities; and directing the New York
state energy research and devel opnent authority to conduct a feasibil-
ity study on nuclear small nodul ar reactors

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Conmission on reopening the Indian Point energy center. 1.
There i s hereby established the comm ssion on reopening the |Indian Point
energy center to evaluate the cost, feasibility, and inpact on grid
capacity of reopening the Indian Point energy center.

2. The conmmi ssion shall consist of thirteen nmenbers as foll ows:

a. the chair of the public service conmm ssion, or such chair's desig-
nee;

b. one nenber, with subject natter expertise in nuclear power, to be
appoi nted by the governor;

c. one nmenber to be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

d. one nenber to be appointed by the mnority | eader of the assenbly;

e. one nenber to be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e;

f. one nmenber to be appointed by the mnority | eader of the senate;

g. the chair of the senate energy and tel ecomunications conmttee;
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h. the ranking mnority nmenber of the senate energy and tel ecomuni -
cations comittee;

i. the chair of the assenbly energy committ ee;

j. the ranking minority menber of the assenbly energy committee;

k. one nenber to be appointed by the chief executive officer of the
New York independent system operator

| . one nenber to be appointed by the |argest trade association repres-
enting electrical workers; and

m one nenber to be appointed by the | argest nucl ear power plant oper-
ator in New York.

3. The chief executive officer of the New York independent system
operator, or such chief executive officer's designee, shall be desig-
nated as the chairperson of the conm ssion. The nenbers of the conms-
sion shall serve wthout conpensation, except that nenbers shall be
al l oned their necessary and actual expenses incurred in the performance
of their duties under this act.

4. The commission shall be authorized to hold public hearings, and to
consult with any organi zation, educational institution, or other govern-
ment entity or person, to enable it to acconplish its duties. Such

comm ssion shall hold at |east one public hearing in the state for the
pur pose of soliciting public coment on reopening the |Indian Point ener-
gy center.

5. To effectuate the purposes of this act, the comm ssion nmay request
and shall receive fromany department, division, board, bureau, comm s-
sion, or other agency of the state or any state public authority such
assi stance, information, and data as will enable the conm ssion to prop-
erly carry out its powers and duties hereunder.

6. The commi ssion shall issue a report within one year of its findings
and legislative reconmendations to the governor, the speaker of the
assenbly, the minority |eader of the assenbly, the tenporary president
of the senate, and the mnority | eader of the senate.

8§ 2. Subdivision 12 of section 1-103 of the energy |law, as renunbered
by chapter 820 of the laws of 1976, is anended to read as follows:

12. "Renewabl e energy resources” shall include sources which are capa-
bl e of being continuously restored by natural or other neans or are so
large as to be useable for centuries wi thout significant depletion and
include but are not limted to solar, wind, plant and forest products,
wast es, tidal, hydro, geothermal, deuterium nuclear power technol ogies,
including but not limted to snmall nodul ar reactors, renewable natura
gas, bio-fuels and hydrogen.

8 3. Subdivision 7 of section 119-ff of the general nunicipal law, as
anended by chapter 184 of the laws of 2020, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

7. "Renewabl e energy system neans an energy generating systemfor the
generation of electric or thermal energy, to be used primarily at such
property, except when the owner of real property is a comercial entity,
by nmeans of, including but not linmted to solar thermal, solar photovol -
taic, wnd, geothermal, anaerobic digester gas-to-electricity systens,
fuel cell technol ogies, nuclear power technologies, including but not
limted to small nodular reactors, renewable natural gas, bio-fuels, or
ot her renewabl e energy technol ogy approved by the authority not includ-
ing the conmbustion or pyrolysis of solid waste.

8 4. Subdivision 10 of section 1851 of the public authorities |aw, as
added by chapter 864 of the laws of 1975, is amended to read as foll ows:

10. "New energy technol ogi es" shall nean all nethods used to produce,
distribute, conserve and store energy by nethods not in conmon conmer-
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cial use, with enphasis on renewabl e energy sources including but not
limted to solar, wnd, bioconversion, nuclear power technol ogies,
including but not limted to small nodular reactors, hydroelectric,
renewabl e natural gas, bio-fuels, and solid waste.

8 5. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 of section 66-p of the public
service | aw, as anended by section 3 of part QQ of chapter 56 of the
laws of 2023, is anended and a new paragraph (g) is added to read as
fol | ows:

(b) "renewabl e energy systens" neans systens that generate electricity
or thermal energy through use of the followi ng technologies, including
but not limted to: solar thernmal, photovoltaics, on |and and offshore
wi nd, hydroel ectric, geothermal electric, geothermal ground source heat,
ti dal energy, wave energy, ocean thermal, nuclear power, including but
not limted to small nodul ar reactors, renewable natural gas, bio-fuels,
and fuel cells which do not utilize a fossil fuel resource in the proc-
ess of generating electricity.

(g) "zero emi ssions sources" shall include, but not be limted to,
solar thermal, photovoltaics, on |and and offshore wi nd, hydroelectric,
geothermal electric, geothernmal ground source heat, tidal energy, wave
energy, ocean thermal, nuclear power technol ogies including, but not
limted to, small nodular reactors, hydrogen, sewage thermal heat,
renewabl e natural gas, and bi of uel s.

8§ 6. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 4 of section 162 of the public
service | aw i s REPEALED.

§ 7. Feasibility study on nuclear small nodular reactors. 1. The New
York state energy research and devel opnent authority, in conjunction

with the departnment of environnmental conservation, shall conduct a
feasibility study and prepare a report on the benefits and inpl enent a-
tion of nuclear small nodular reactors (SMRs). Such study shall analyze

the potential inpacts and costs of SMRs.

2. Wthin one year of the effective date of this act, the New York
state energy research and devel opment authority shall issue a report of
the findings of the feasibility study to the governor, the speaker of
the assenbly, the mnority | eader of the assenbly, the tenporary presi-
dent of the senate, and the minority | eader of the senate.

8 8. This act shall take effect inmmediately.



