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Introduced by Sens. COVRIE, BROUK, FERNANDEZ, GALLI VAN, MARTI NS, MAY
OBERACKER, PALUMBO, RHOADS, SCARCELLA- SPANTON, WEBB -- read twi ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on
Energy and Tel ecommuni cations -- reconmitted to the Conmittee on Ener-
gy and Tel ecommuni cations in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 --
reported favorably fromsaid commttee and conmitted to the Comrttee
on Rules -- reported favorably fromsaid conmttee, ordered to a third
readi ng, passed by Senate and delivered to the Assenbly, recalled,
vote reconsidered, restored to third reading, amended and ordered
reprinted, retaining its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to requiring
evi dence and consideration of the economic inpact of utility rates and
charges by the public service comi ssion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public service |law is anmended by adding a new section
119-f to read as foll ows:

8 119-f. FEcononmic inpact assessnent. 1. Prior to approving any mmjor
increase in rates or charges proposed by a public wutility conpany or
nmuni cipality, the comm ssion shall consider the econonmic inpact of any
such proposed increase in the rates or charges upon consuners in the
area served by the conpany or nunicipality proposing such increase. Such
consideration shall be in relation to any deternination nmade by the
conm ssion under subdivision one of section sixty-five, subdivision one
of section seventy-nine, subdivision one of section eighty-nine-b, and
subdi vi si on one of section ninety-one of this chapter. For purposes of
this subdivision, "major increase" shall nmean an increase in the rates
and charges which would increase the aggregate revenues of the applicant
nore than the greater of three hundred thousand dollars or two and one-
hal f percent.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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2. I n assessing econonic inpact the comm ssion shall, with respect to
each public utility conpany or nunicipality's service territory and

custoners, consider, at a nininum

a. unenpl oynent data, incone information and the nunber of persons
receiving social services assistance;

b. the average nmonthly utility bill for each class of custoners who
would be affected by an increased rate or charge and the estimted
increased utility bill for each such class of custoners; and

c. the latest federal bureau of |abor statistics' consunmer price index
figures indicating the average cost of living and the average cost of
fuel and utilities for the nation and, if possible for the state or the
service territory affected by such increased rate or charge

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately and shall apply to each
request for increased rates or charges subnitted on or after the effec-
tive date of this act.




