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STATE OF NEW YORK

1808

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 14, 2025

I ntroduced by Sen. FERNANDEZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the licensing of sign
| anguage interpreters and creating a state board for sign |anguage
interpreting

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new article 169 to

read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 169
S| GN LANGUAGE | NTERPRETERS

Section 8900. Introduction.

8901. Definitions.

8902. Practice of sign |anguage interpreting.

8903. State board for sign | anguage interpreting.

8904. Licensing requirenents.

8905. Exenpt persons.

8§ 8900. Introduction. This article applies to the profession of sign
| anguage interpreter. The general provisions for all professions
contained in article one hundred thirty of this title apply to this
article.

8§ 8901. Definitions. As used in this article:

(1) "dient" shall nean a deaf. hard of hearing or hearing person for
whom an interpreter provides sign |language interpretation services or
who is applying to be assessed for the purpose of qualifying for a
license that will allow such interpreter to provide sign |anguage inter-
pretation services.

(2) "Board" shall nean the board for sign |anguage interpreting.

8 8902. Practice of sign language interpreting. (1) Only a person
licensed or otherwi se authorized under this article shall practice sign

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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| anguage interpreting or use the title of sign |language interpreter for
conpensati on

(2) No person nmay, for conpensation, provide sign | anguage interpreta-
tion services for a client unless the person is licensed by the depart-
nent .

8§ 8903. State board for sign language interpreting. (1) A state board
for sign language interpreting shall be appointed by the board of
regents on recommendation of the conmm ssioner for the purpose of assist-
ing the board of regents and the departnent on matters of professiona
licensing and professional conduct in accordance with section sixty-five
hundred eight of this title. The board shall consist of not less than
ten nenbers who shall serve three year terns and shall have a famliar-
ity with deaf or hard of hearing matters. Such nenbers shall include:

(a) six deaf or hard of hearing individuals who are currently or have
previously been clients of a sign |anguage interpreter, one of whom
shall be the executive director of the office of professions or a desig-
nee of the comni ssioner; and

(b) four sign language interpreters who have been licensed under
section eighty-nine hundred four of this article, at |least one of whom
hol ds a professional |icense.

(2) In order to maintain high-quality operation of the executive board
and also effective inplenentation of the policy. one highly know edge-
abl e deaf person may be appointed to the board fromout of state, yet
working in the state of New York.

3) The board shall pronul gate:

(a) a code of ethics for sign language interpreters licensed under
this article;

(b) rules for granting licensing exenptions under section eighty-nine
hundred five of this article;

(c) industry standards for the licensing of sign |anguage interpret-
ers;

(d) guidelines for the admnistration of testing for the departnent to
inplenent |licensing and |license renewal requirenents;

(e) requirenents for the departnent to create a searchable database
for consuners requiring the assistance of a licensed sign | anguage
interpreter; and

(f) a code of ethics and regulations for the purpose of licensing sign
| anguage interpreting agencies that hire interpreters and/or transla-
tors.

8§ 8904. lLicensing requirenents. (1) To qualify for a license as a sign
| anguage interpreter, an applicant shall obtain a professional |icense
as described in subdivision two of this section.

(2) The departnent shall grant a professional license as a sign
| anguage interpreter to an applicant who:

(a) subnits an application on a form provided by the departnent;

(b) pays a fee of one hundred five dollars to the departnent for
adm ssion to a departnent conducted examnation and for an initial
license, a fee of sixty dollars for each reexam nation, a fee of ninety
dollars for an initial license for persons not requiring adnissionto a
departnent conducted exanmination, and a fee of one hundred thirty
dollars for each five year reqgistration period

(c) neets the mninumindustry standards determ ned by the board to be
licensed by the departnent; and

(d) establishes the schedule of appropriate fees as needed to ensure
the affordability to clients and/or applicants and to nmaintain the

ef fective managenent of the licensing procedures.
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(3) Al licensees shall maintain their skills by participating in
interpreters' training wrkshops or senminars arranged by the state board
for sign | anguage interpreting.

8 8905. Exenpt persons. (1) The departnent may grant a tenporary
exenption to an individual who is not a resident of this state for a
period not to exceed sixty days if the individual has certified creden-
tials fromthe state of their previous residence. The departnent nmay not
grant an individual nore than two tenporary exenptions per year pursuant
to this subdivision.

(2) The departnent may grant a pernanent exenption to an applicant
based on their ability to nmeet the mininmumindustry standards determn ned
by the board to be licensed by the departnent.

(3) The departnment may grant a tenporary or pernmanent exenption to an
individual who is a resident of this state for a period specified by the
department.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the five hundred fiftieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw.




