O©CoOoO~NOUA~,WNPE

STATE OF NEW YORK

1798

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 13, 2025

Introduced by Sen. PERSAUD -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic |aw, the state finance law, and
the public health law, in relation to issuing distinctive epilepsy
awar eness |icense plates and establishing an epil epsy awareness fund
and an epil epsy research and educati on program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis anmended by adding a new
section 404-ff to read as foll ows:

8 404-ff. Distinctive "epilepsy awareness" license plates. 1. Any
person residing in this state shall upon request be issued a distinctive
"epil epsy awareness" license plate of a design approved by the comns-
sioner. Application for said license plate shall be filed with the
conm ssioner in such form and detail as the conmni ssioner shal
prescribe.

2. Adistinctive plate issued pursuant to this section shall be issued
in the sane manner as other nunber plates upon the paynent of the requ-
lar registration fee prescribed by section four hundred one of this
article provided, however, that an additional annual service charge of
twenty-five dollars shall be charged for such plates. Al nonies
received as the annual service charge under this section shall be depos-
ited to the credit of the New York state "epil epsy awareness fund"
est abl i shed pursuant to section ninety-nine-ss of the state finance |aw
and shall be used for research and education prograns undertaken pursu-
ant to article twenty-seven-CCCC of the public health law Provided,
however that one year after the effective date of this section funds in
the anmount of ten thousand dollars, or so nmuch thereof as may be avail-
able, shall be allocated to the departnent to offset costs associ ated
with the production of such license plates.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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§ 2. The state finance |aw is amended by adding a new section 99-ss to
read as foll ows:

8 99-ss. The New York state "epilepsy awareness fund". 1. There is
hereby established in the joint custody of the comm ssioner of taxation
and finance and the conptroller, a special fund to be known as the New
York state "epil epsy awareness fund".

2. Such fund shall consist of all revenues received pursuant to the
provisions of section four hundred four-ff of the vehicle and traffic
law and all other noneys appropriated, credited, or transferred thereto
from any other fund or source pursuant to law. Nothing contained herein
shall prevent the state fromreceiving grants, gifts or bequests for the
pur poses of the fund as defined in this section and depositing theminto
the fund according to | aw

3. Monies of the fund shall be expended only for epilepsy research and
education prograns. As used in this section. "epilepsy research and
education prograns” neans scientific research or educational prograns
which, pursuant to article twenty-seven-CCCC of the public health |aw,
are approved by the departnent of health.

4. Mnies shall be payable fromthe fund on the audit and warrant of
the conptroller on vouchers approved and certified by the conmi ssioner
of health.

5. To the extent practicable, the conmi ssioner of health shall ensure
that all npnies received during a fiscal year are expended prior to the
end of that fiscal year.

§ 3. The public health law is anended by adding a new article 27-CCCC
to read as foll ows:

ARTICLE 27- CCCC
EPI LEPSY RESEARCH AND EDUCATI ON PROGRAM
Section 2748. Special prograns with respect to epilepsy.

8 2748. Special prograns with respect to epilepsy. The conmissioner
shall establish within the departnent a programto pronpte research and
patient education regarding epilepsy. To carry out the purposes of this
section, the comm ssioner shall

1. pronpte scientific investigations wth respect to the causes,
prevention and treatnment of epil epsy;

2. pronote patient education prograns designed to raise awareness of
epilepsy and reduce or prevent the incidence and severity of seizures.
Such patient education prograns shall also include information on
seizure recognition and first aid;

3. accept and expend any grants, awards or other funds or appropri-
ations as nmay be available for these purposes subject to limtations as
to the approval of expenditures and audit as prescribed for state funds
by the state finance [aw. and

4. enter into contracts within the anpbunts available therefor as may
be necessary to inplenent the provisions of this section.

8 4. 1. Adistinctive plate established pursuant to section 404-ff of
the vehicle and traffic |aw shall only be designed, produced and issued
upon the delivery to the departnment of notor vehicles of a surety bond
in the amount of six thousand dollars, which shall be executed by a
surety conpany authorized by the departnent of financial services to
transact business in this state. Provided, however, that if the conm s-
sioner of nmotor vehicles shall have received prior to plate design
producti on and issuance at |east two hundred orders for such distinctive
pl ate together with the additional annual service charge applicable to
each such order, which shall be non-refundable, no such surety bond
shal | be required. Al'l service charges «collected pursuant to this
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section shall be deposited pursuant to the provisions of section 404-00
of the vehicle and traffic lawto the credit of the department of notor
vehicles distinctive plate devel opnent fund established by section 95-g
of the state finance |aw and shall be used for the design, production

advertising and distribution of distinctive license plates in accordance
wi th such section 95-g.

2. If, upon the expiration of two years followi ng the date upon which
distinctive plates in the series are first available for sale two
hundred or nore sets of such plates are sold, a bond delivered pursuant
to this section shall be discontinued. If fewer than two hundred sets of
such plates are sold by such tine, the departnent of notor vehicles
shall be entitled to recover against the bond in an ampunt proportionate
to such shortfall.

8 5. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, that
sections one, two, and three of this act shall take effect on the nine-
tieth day after it shall have becone a law. Effective imediately, the
addition, anmendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation necessary
for the inplementation of this act on its effective date are authorized
to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



