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STATE OF NEW YORK

1737

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 13, 2025

Introduced by Sen. FAHY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on | nsurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to health insurance
coverage for craniofacial disorders

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subsection (i) of section 3216 of the insurance law is
anended by addi ng a new paragraph 40 to read as foll ows:

(40)(A) Every policy delivered or issued for delivery in this state
whi ch provides nedical coverage that includes coverage for physician
services in a physician's office and every policy which provides major
nmedi cal or simlar conprehensive-type coverage shall provide coverage
for diagnosis and nedically necessary treatnent, including surgical and
nonsurgi cal procedures, for a nuscul oskeletal disorder that affects any
bone or joint in the face, neck or head and is the result of accident,
trauma, congenital defect, developnental defect, or pathology. Subject
to subparagraph (B) of this paragraph, this coverage shall be the sane
as that provided under the health insurance plan for any other nuscu-
| oskeletal disorder in the body and nay be provided when prescribed or
adm ni stered by a physician or a dentist. This paragraph shall not be
construed to require coverage for dental services for the diagnosis or
treatnment of dental disorders or dental pathology primarily affecting
the guns, teeth, or alveolar ridge.

(B) A referral from a health care provider under contract with the
policy may be required.

§ 2. Subsection (k) of section 3221 of the insurance |aw is anmended by
addi ng a new paragraph 24 to read as foll ows:

(24) (A) Every group or bl anket policy delivered or issued for delivery
inthis state which provides nedical coverage that includes coverage for
physi cian services in a physician's office or major nedical or simlar
conprehensi ve-type coverage shall provide coverage for diagnosis and
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nedi cally necessary treatnent, including surgical and nonsurgical proce-
dures, for a nuscul oskeletal disorder that affects any bone or joint in

the face, neck or head and is the result of accident, trauma, congenital
defect, developnental defect., or pathology. Subject to subparagraph (B)
of this paragraph, this coverage shall be the same as that provided
under the health insurance plan for any other nuscul oskel etal disorder
in the body and may be provided when prescribed or admnistered by a
physician or a dentist. This paragraph shall not be construed to require
coverage for dental services for the diagnosis or treatnent of denta

di sorders or dental pathology primarily affecting the gunms, teeth, or
al veol ar ridge.

(B) A referral from a health care provider under contract with the
policy may be required.

§ 3. Section 4303 of the insurance lawis anmended by adding a new
subsection (w) to read as foll ows:

(w) (1) A hospital service corporation, nedical expense indemity
corporation or health service corporation which provides nedical cover-
age that includes coverage for physician services in a physician's
office or major nedical or simlar conprehensive-type coverage shal
provide coverage for diagnosis and nedically necessary treatnent,
including surgical and nonsurgical procedures, for a nuscul oskeletal
di sorder that affects any bone or joint in the face, neck or head and is
the result of accident, traumn, congenital defect, devel opnental defect,

or pathol ogy. Subject to paragraph two of this subsection, this coverage

shal | be the sane as that provided under the health insurance plan for
any ot her nuscul oskeletal disorder in the body and nay be provided when

prescribed or adnministered by a physician or a dentist. This subsection
shall not be construed to require coverage for dental services for the
di agnosis or treatnment of dental disorders or dental pathology primarily
affecting the guns, teeth, or alveolar ridge.

(2) A referral from a health care provider under contract with the
policy may be required.

§ 4. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw and shall apply to al
policies issued, renewed, altered or nodified on or after such date.




