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STATE OF NEW YORK

1627

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 13, 2025

Introduced by Sen. BORRELLO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the real property tax law, in relation to the abatenent
of taxes in certain cases of catastrophic |oss

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Article 5 of the real property tax law is anmended by adding
anewtitle 2-Ato read as foll ows:

TITLE 2-A
ABATENMENT OF TAXES | N THE CASE OF CATASTROPHI C LGSS
Section 548. Applicability of other provisions.

548-a. Definitions.
548-b. Catastrophic |loss tax abatenent procedure.
548-c. Coordination with school and village tax |evies.

8 548. Applicability of other provisions. The provisions of titles
one-A and three of this article shall apply to this title insofar as
they are not inconsistent with the provisions and purposes of this
title, which shall supersede any inconsistent provision of such titles
one-A and three. The provisions of this title shall apply to taxes
levied by all nunicipal corporations only upon a one, two or three fani-
ly residence.

8§ 548-a. Definitions. For the purposes of this title:

1. A one, two or three fanmily residence has undergone "catastrophic
| oss" when it is totally destroyed or is so extensively danaged that al
dwelling units in such residence are unfit for habitation and cannot
reasonably be made fit for habitation within a period of one hundred
eighty days after the danage occurred.

2. "Famly residence" neans an owner-occupi ed residential dwelling.

8 548-b. Catastrophic loss tax abatenent procedure. 1. A property
owner is eligible to file a claimfor a catastrophic |oss tax abatenent
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if the catastrophic |loss occurred within six nonths after the conpletion
of the final assessnent roll
2. Such a claimnust be filed with the assessor or board of assessors

within six nonths after the conpletion of the final assessnent roll. A
statenent of the facts constituting the basis of the claimshall be
filed on a formprescribed by the conmm ssioner. Such statenent shall be

nmade by the owner of the real property, or by a person authorized in
witing by the clainant or the claimant's attorney or agent to nake such
statenent who has know edge of the facts stated therein. Such witten

aut hori zation shall be made a part of such statenent and bear a date
within the sane calendar year during which the conplaint is filed. Such
statenent shall also contain the follow ng sentence: "I certify that al

statenents nmde on this application are true and correct to the best of
ny know edge and belief and | understand that the making of any willful-
ly false statenent of material fact herein wll subject ne to the
provisions of the penal law relevant to the making and filing of false
instrunments.” Upon the filing of such statenent, all collection of tax

efforts shall be suspended and the accrual of interest or penalties or
both shall also be suspended. If the claimis sustained, no interest or
penalty shall be due, and any interest or penalty paid prior to the

filing of the statenent shall be refunded. If the claimis denied, al
collection of tax efforts shall resune, and interest or penalties or
both shall resune their accrual retroactively to the date of suspen-
si on.

3. The claimshall be heard and determ ned by the board of assessnent
review or assessnent review comrission, as the case may be. The
proceedings in hearing and deternmning the claimshall be nodified as
necessary to serve the purposes of this title and shall be in accordance
with the regulations of the conm ssioner. Al clains shall be heard and
decided not later than two nonths after the last day for filing a claim

4. Upon the deternmination of a claim the board of assessnent review

or assessnent review comm ssion, as the case may be, shall give notice
of the determnation to the assessor or board of assessors and the
claimant within five days of such deternination. Not wi t hst andi ng any

inconsistent provision of law, if the claimis determined to be in favor
of the claimant, the assessor or board of assessors shall correct the
tentative assessnent roll, final assessnent roll or tax roll, as the
case may be, within five days of receiving such notice

8 548-c. Coordination with school and village tax levies. The conm s-
sioner _shall pronulgate regulations to coordinate assessnent rolls and
tax levies of counties, cities and towns with those of school districts
and vill ages.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmediately the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such date.




