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STATE OF NEW YORK

1562

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 10, 2025

Introduced by Sen. TEDI SCO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to liniting
t he ownershi p or possession of conpanion aninmals by persons convicted
of violating "Buster's Law'; and in relation to horses

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 353-a of the agriculture and narkets |l aw is anended
by adding a new subdivision 4 to read as foll ows:

4. On and after the effective date of this subdivision, no person who
is convicted of a violation of this section shall own or possess a
conpani on _animal unless and until authorized by a court order issued by
a county court judge of the convicted person's county of residence. No
such order shall be issued until the convicted person first denpnstrates
to the court that the convicted person has undergone psychiatric or
psychological testing, the results of which indicate by clear and
convi ncing evidence of such person's capable and sound nental capacity
and ability to own and properly care for such an animal in a hunmane
manner .

8§ 2. Subdivision 4 of section 350 of the agriculture and markets | aw,
as added by chapter 569 of the laws of 1995, is anended to read as
foll ows:

4. "Farmanimal", as used in this article, neans any ungulate, poul-
try, species of cattle, sheep, swine, goats, |l amas[—herses] or fur-
bearing aninmals, as defined in section 11-1907 of the environnental
conservation law, which are raised for commercial or subsistence
pur poses. Fur-bearing aninmal shall not include dogs or cats.

8§ 3. Section 350 of the agriculture and markets law is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. "Equine conpanion", as wused in this article, neans any horse so
used for recreational pursuits, including but not limted to: racing.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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jumpi ng, showing, rehabilitative purposes

or

otherwise treated in an

open and known fashion as a "conpanion aninal"

or

"pet" as defined in

subdivision five of this section.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall

have becone a | aw.



