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STATE OF NEW YORK

154

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by Sen. PALUMBO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to devel op-
ing a database for missing donestic aninals

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 16 of the agriculture and markets law i s amended by
addi ng a new subdi vision 53 to read as foll ows:

53. (a) Develop and naintain a searchabl e database of |ost and found
donestic aninals. An emnil or telephone nunber shall be provided on the
website to allow an individual who has lost or found a donestic anim
to contact the departnment. The infornation to be entered into the data-
base shall be the type of animal; the aninmal's nane; an identification
nunber, if available; a photo of the animal; and the county where the
animal was lost or found. The individual's contact infornmation shall be
kept within the departnent and not nade available on the website. The
dat abase shall be searchable by county and type of animal and shall have
a section to allow for other pertinent information that nmay assist wth
finding the animal. The departnment shall update the website upon
receiving information fromthe public. Any infornmation entered into the
dat abase shall be maintained for a period of three years.

(b) The website shall also provide the following infornmation to assi st
owners searching for lost or m ssing aninmals:

"There are several things to renenber when you | ose a pet:

1. Act fast.
2. Call for themwhile checking areas in the hone where they may be
trapped.
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3. Scent is key: the pet's favorite food and dirty laundry left at the
doorway can be hel pful.

4. Search the nei ghborhood several tines; ask neighbors, letter carri-
ers and any delivery people you may see.

5. Lost pet signs; put them everywhere.

6. Use social nedia in addition to the New York state m ssing pet
dat abase.

7. Contact local animal shelters and animal control agencies.

8. Be wary of pet recovery scans. A fewways to recognize the |ost

pets scam are; if they denand you wire noney, they refuse to neet in
person, or they will neet but find an excuse why vyou should pay them
before actually seeing the animal. To avoid being scanmed, never wre

noney, do not ask | eading questions, nmake them provide the description
and if you are absolutely confident the person has your pet, arrange to

neet in a public place. If you find a mi ssing pet and soneone contacts
you claiming to be the pet's owner, you nust verify their claim Vet
records, breeding papers, even famly photos are all viable ways to
prove ownership. These tips are by no neans an exhaustive list. There

are nany resources available to assist you from being scammed.

9. Don't give up.

Animal s have been reunited with their owners after having been n ssing
for nonths. Make sure your pet always wears a collar and an ID tag, or
has a m crochip."

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw.




