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STATE OF NEW YORK

1499

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 10, 2025

Introduced by Sen. O MARA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT directing the comn ssioner of health to apply for a waiver to
i mpl ement a work requirenment for abl e-bodied adult recipients of Mdi-
caid

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The comni ssioner of health shall prepare and submit to the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services an application for a waiver,
pursuant to section 1115 of the Social Security Act, 42 USC 1315, to
allow the state to inplement a programincentivizing community engage-
ment and enpl oynent anong abl e-bodi ed, working-age adults with the goal
of enmpowering program participants and providing themw th the necessary
tools to seek and obtain enploynment and transition to self-sufficiency.
Such wai ver shall include the follow ng:

1. Arequirement that every abl e-bodi ed, working-age adult enrolled in
the Medi caid program participate in conmunity engagenent or enpl oynent
activities. The following Mdicaid programparticipants shall not be
subject to the requirenent for participation in comunity engagenent or
enpl oynent activities:

a. children under the age of 18 or individuals under the age of 19 who
are participating in secondary educati on;

b. individuals age 65 years and older; individuals who qualify for
medi cal assi stance services due to blindness or disability, including
i ndi vi dual s who receive services pursuant to a wai ver under federal |aw

c. individuals residing in institutions; individuals deternined to be

medically frail

d. pregnant and postpartum i ndivi dual s;

e. forner foster children under the age of 26; and

f. individuals who are the primary caregiver for a dependent, includ-
ing a dependent child or adult dependent with a disability.
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2. Requirenents for gradually escalating participation in community
engagenent and enpl oynent activities, as follows:

a. three nonths after enrollment, at |east five hours per week;

b. six nonths after enrollnment, at |east ten hours per week;

c. nine nonths after enrollnent, at |east fifteen hours per week; and

d. twelve nonths after enrollnent, at |east twenty hours per week.

3. Provisions for satisfaction of the requirenent for participation in
community engagenent and enpl oynent activities through:

a. participation in job skills training;

b. job search activities; education related to enpl oynent;

c. general education, including participation in a program of prepara-
tion for the General Education Devel opnment (GED) certification examn na-
tion, Test Assessing Secondary Conpletion (TASC) or conmmunity college
cour ses;

d. vocational education and training;

e. subsidi zed or unsubsi di zed enpl oynent;

f. community work experience; comunity service or public service; or

g. caregiving services for a nondependent relative or other person
with a chronic, disabling health condition.

4. Provisions for nonitoring, evaluating, and assessing the effective-
ness of the denmponstration programin inproving the health and wellness
of program participants and furthering the objectives of the Mdicaid
program

8§ 2. The conm ssioner of health shall report to the governor, the
speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary president of the senate on the
status of the waiver application required pursuant to this act by Janu-
ary 1, 2026.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.



