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| N SENATE

January 10, 2025

I ntroduced by Sens. FAHY, SKOUFIS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and

when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Education -- recom
mtted to the Committee on Education in accordance with Senate Rul e 6,
sec. 8 -- conmmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as

amended and recommitted to said comm ttee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to school aid for trans-
portation of children attending a universal pre-kindergarten program
and to repeal paragraph g of subdivision 1 of section 3635 of the
education law, relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 3622-a of the education |aw, as
added by chapter 474 of the laws of 1996, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. Transportation of pupils to and from school once daily, including
children attending a wuniversal pre-kindergarten program pursuant to
section thirty-six hundred two-e of this article, provided, however, in
no case shall there be any deduction nade in determ ning aidable regular
transportation on the basis of bus mleage travelled in transporting
children as part of a regional or joint transportation system

§ 2. Paragraph a of subdivision 1 of section 3635 of the education
law, as anended by section 11 of part A of chapter 97 of the | aws of
2011, is amended to read as foll ows:

a. Sufficient transportation facilities (including the operation and
mai nt enance of notor vehicles) shall be provided by the school district
for all the children residing within the school district to and fromthe
school they legally attend, who are in need of such transportation
because of the rempteness of the school to the child or for the

pronoti on of the best interest of such children. Such transportation
shall be provided for all children attendi ng grades kindergarten through
eight who live nore than two nmiles fromthe school which they legally

attend and for all children attending grades nine through twelve who
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live nore than three mles fromthe school which they legally attend and
shal |l be provided for each such child up to a distance of fifteen mles,
the distances in each case being neasured by the nearest available route
from honme to school. Such transportation nmay be provided to children
attending a universal pre-kindergarten program pursuant to section thir-
ty-six hundred two-e of this article. The cost of providing such trans-
portation between two or three nmiles, as the case may be, and fifteen
m |l es shall be considered for the purposes of this chapter to be a
charge upon the district and an ordinary contingent expense of the
district. Transportation for a | esser distance than two mles in the
case of children attending a universal pre-kindergarten program pursuant
to section thirty-six hundred two-e of this article or grades kindergar-
ten through eight or three miles in the case of children attending
grades nine through twelve and for a greater distance than fifteen niles
may be provided by the district with the approval of the qualified
voters, and, if provided, shall be offered equally to all children in
like circunstances residing in the district; provided, however, that
this requirement shall not apply to transportation offered pursuant to
section thirty-six hundred thirty-five-b of this article.

8 3. Paragraph e of subdivision 1 of section 3635 of the education
law, as anended by chapter 665 of the |laws of 1990, is anended to read
as foll ows:

e. Inlieu of the transportation provided pursuant to the foregoing
provisions of this subdivision, a board of education nmay, at its
di scretion, provide transportation to any child attending a_universa
pre- ki ndergarten program pursuant to section thirty-six hundred two-e of
this article or grades kindergarten through eight between the school
such child legally attends and before-and/or-after-school <child care
| ocations. For the purposes of this subdivision, a before-and/or-after-
school child care location shall nmean a place, other than the «child's
honme, where care for less than twenty-four hours a day is provided on a
regul ar basis for a child who attends school within the school district,
provi ded that such place is situated within the school district. This
definition includes, but is not Ilimted to, a variety of child care
services such as day care centers, famly day care hones and in-hone
care by non-rel atives. Such transportation may be provided for children
attendi ng a universal pre-kindergarten program pursuant to section thir-
ty-six hundred two-e of this article or grades kindergarten through
eight where the distance between the school they legally attend and
bef ore-and/or-after-school child care locations is nore than two niles,
and may be provided for up to a distance of fifteen mles, the distance
in each case being neasured by the nearest available route from before-
and/or-after-school child care locations to the school they legally
attend, except that transportation for a | esser distance than two niles
or a greater distance than fifteen mles may be provided if transporta-
tion for such distances is provided to students between honme and school .
Where a child receives transportation froma before-school <child care
location to the school [he—ershe] such child legally attends, such
child shall be entitled to receive transportation fromthe school [he—o+
she] such child legally attends to [his—e+—her] such child's hone or to
an after-school child care location in accordance with this subdivision.
Where a child receives transportation fromthe school [he—er—she] such
child legally attends to an after-school child care |ocation, such child
shall be entitled to receive transportation fromhonme to the school [he
o——she] such child legally attends in accordance with this subdivision.
Transportation nmay be provided to any child attending a_universal pre-
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ki ndergarten program pursuant to section thirty-six hundred two-e of
this article or grades kindergarten through ei ght between the school the
child legally attends and bef or e- and/ or - aft er - school child care
| ocations upon witten request of the parent or |egal guardian submtted
not later than the first day of April preceding the next school year
provi ded, however, a parent or guardian of a child not residing in the
district on such date shall submt a witten request within thirty days
after establishing residence in the district and provided further that
in order to be considered eligible for such transportation in the nine-
teen hundred ei ghty-seven--ei ghty-eight school year, such request nust
be submtted by August first, nineteen hundred eighty-seven. The
provi sion of transportation to or from before-and/or-after-school child
care locations, if provided, shall be offered equally to all children in
like circunstances residing in the district, provided that a board of
education furnishing transportation pursuant to this paragraph may linit
the provision of such transportation to child care |locations |ocated
within the attendance zone of the school the child attends, and to child
day care centers and school age child care progranms |icensed or regis-
tered pursuant to section three hundred ninety of the social services
law | ocated anywhere within the school district. The cost of providing
such transportati on between two or three niles, as the case may be, and
fifteen mles shall be considered for the purposes of this chapter to be
a charge upon the district. Such substitute transportation expense shal
be eligible for state aid in accordance with [elause] subparagraph one
of paragraph b of subdivision seven of section thirty-six hundred two of
this [ehapter] article. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed
to inpose a duty upon boards of education to provide transportation to
or from before-and/or-after-school child care locations. Nothing in this
subdi vi si on shall be construed to authorize boards of education to
provide to any child transportati on between a before-and/or-after-schoo
day care location and that child's hone.

8 4. Paragraph g of subdivision 1 of section 3635 of the education | aw
i s REPEALED.

8 5. Subdivision 2 of section 3635-b of the education |aw, as anended
by chapter 422 of the laws of 2004, is anended to read as follows:

2. A board of education or board of trustees is authorized to adopt a
resolution providing for pupil transportation in child safety zones,
where applicable, of a proposition to expend noney for such transporta-
tion presented pursuant to the provisions of subdivision nineteen of
section two thousand twenty-one and section two thousand twenty-two of
this chapter. Such transportation nay be provided without regard to |ike
circunmstances based solely upon the fact that the pupil resides within
two mles, inthe case of a pupil in a universal pre-kindergarten
program pursuant to section thirty-six hundred two-e of this article or
grade kindergarten through eight, and within three mles, in the case of
a pupil in grade nine through twelve, fromthe school such pupil legally
attends, notwi thstanding the provisions of section thirty-six hundred
thirty-five of this [atiele] part. Such transportation nmay be provided
upon the determnation by the board that a hazardous zone exists which
in the opinion of the board would be reasonably alleviated by the estab-
lishnent of a child safety zone. For purposes of this section, child
safety zone neans a designated area of a school district, including at
| east one personal residence, wthin which children who reside at a
| esser distance fromthe school they legally attend than the mninmum
transportation linmt of the district will be provided transportati on on
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the basis that their nost direct walking route to school will traverse a
hazar dous zone.

8 6. Paragraph a of subdivision 3 of section 3623-a of the education
| aw, as added by chapter 474 of the laws of 1996, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

a. The transportation operating expense for any school district
furnishing transportation for pupils attending a school wthin such
district shall be reduced by any noneys received for transportation,
provided that universal pre-kindergarten program grants awarded pursuant
to section thirty-six hundred two-e of this article shall not be consid-
ered noneys received for transportation.

8 7. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




