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STATE OF NEW YORK

1488

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 10, 2025

Introduced by Sens. O MARA, BORRELLO -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the penal |law and the cannabis law, in relation to
including certain acts and subsequent penalties in the crininal sale
of cannabi s

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 222.50 of the penal |law, as added by chapter 92 of
the laws of 2021, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 222.50 Criminal sale of cannabis in the third degree.

A person is guilty of crimnal sale of cannabis in the third degree
when:

1. [he—o+——she] such person knowingly and unlawfully sells nore than
three ounces of cannabis or nore than twenty-four grans of concentrated
cannabi s; or

2. being twenty-one years of age or ol der, [he—e+—she] such person
knowi ngly and unlawfully sells or gives, or causes to be given or sold,
cannabi s or concentrated cannabis to a person |less than twenty-one years
of age; except that in any prosecution under this subdivision, it is a
defense that the defendant was less than three vyears older than the
person under the age of twenty-one at the time of the offense. This
subdi vision shall not apply to designated caregivers, practitioners,
enpl oyees of a registered organization or enployees of a designated
caregiver facility acting in conpliance with article three of the canna-
bis law -], _or

3. any person, while enployed or operating a conmercial establishnent,
store, club, or facility, who knowingly and unlawfully sells, transfers,
gifts or trades cannabis without an appropriate license or authority
under the cannabis law. Any person convicted under this subdivision
shall act to preclude such person from seeking, qualifying or receiving
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any permt, license or authority to performany activities under the
cannabis | aw.

Criminal sale of cannabis in the third degree is a class A m sdenea-
nor.

8§ 2. Section 222.55 of the penal |aw, as added by chapter 92 of the
| aws of 2021, is anended to read as fol |l ows:

§ 222.55 Crimnal sale of cannabis in the second degree

A person is guilty of crimnal sale of cannabis in the second degree
when:

1. [he—e+—she] such person knowi ngly and unlawfully sells nore than
si xteen ounces of cannabis or nore than five ounces of concentrated
cannabi s; or

2. being twenty-one years of age or ol der, [he—e+—she] such person
knowi ngly and unlawfully sells or gives, or causes to be given or sold,
nmore than three ounces of cannabis or nmore than twenty-four grams of
concentrated cannabis to a person less than eighteen years of age. This
subdi vi sion shall not apply to designhated caregivers, practitioners,
enpl oyees of a registered organization or enployees of a designated
caregiver facility acting in conpliance with article three of the canna-
bis law -] _or

3. any person, while enployed or operating a commercial establishnment,
store, club, or facility, who knowingly and unlawfully sells, transfers,
gifts or trades cannabis without an appropriate license or authority
under the cannabis law. Any person convicted under this subdivision
shall act to preclude such person from seeking, qualifying or receiving
any permt, license or authority to performany activities under the
cannabis | aw

Crimnal sale of cannabis in the second degree is a class E fel ony.

8§ 3. Section 222.60 of the penal |aw, as added by chapter 92 of the
| aws of 2021, is anended to read as fol |l ows:

§ 222.60 Criminal sale of cannabis in the first degree.

A person is guilty of crimnal sale of cannabis in the first degree
when [ he—er—she] -

1. such person knowi ngly and unlawfully sells nore than five pounds of
cannabis or nore than two pounds of concentrated cannabis; or

2. any person, while enployed or operating a commercial establishnent,
store, club, or facility, who knowingly and unlawfully sells, transfers,
gifts or trades cannabis without an appropriate license or authority
under the cannabis law. Any person convicted under this subdivision
shall act to preclude such person from seeking, qualifying or receiving
any permt, license or authority to performany activities under the
cannabi s | aw.

Crimnal sale of cannabis in the first degree is a class D fel ony.

8 4. Section 132 of the cannabis |aw is anmended by addi ng a new subdi -
vision 1-b to read as foll ows:

1-b. Any commercial establishnment, store, club, or facility, that
knowi ngly and unlawfully sells, transfers, gifts or trades any anount of
cannabis w thout an appropriate license or authority under this chapter
shall be subject to a civil penalty of not nore than ten thousand
dollars for a first violation; not nore than twenty-five thousand
dollars for a second violation; and not nore than fifty thousand dollars
for athird violation and each subsequent violation thereafter. The
civil penalty shall be payable to the office of cannabis managenent, who
shall be required to remt such paynents to the county in which the
violating establishnent is |ocated.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




