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I ntroduced by Sens. LIU, BRI SPORT, FERNANDEZ, GOUNARDES, JACKSON, SKOUF-
IS, WEBB -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when printed to be
committed to the Cormittee on Investigations and Governnent Operations

AN ACT to anend the public officers law, in relation to the award of
reasonabl e attorneys' fees in certain proceedi ngs

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 4 of section 89 of the public
officers |aw, as anmended by chapter 453 of the |aws of 2017, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(c) The court in such a proceedi ng[ =

~)—my] shall assess, against such agency involved, reasonable attor-
ney's fees and other litigation costs reasonably incurred by such person
in any case under the provisions of this section in which such person

has [ substiantialby] prevail ed] —ard—when—the—agency—taledto+respondio

§ 2. Subdivision 2 of section 107 of the public officers law, as
anended by chapter 397 of the laws of 2008, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

2. In any proceeding brought pursuant to this section, costs and
reasonabl e attorney fees [mey] shall be awarded by the court, [iA—ts
di-seretioen—] to the successful [pariy] petitioner and against the public
body. [H—acourt determnes that a vote was takenin meterialvioglation

|

8§ 3. This act shall take effect innédiately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, nmatter in brackets
[-] is old law to be omtted.
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