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Introduced by Sen. ADDABBO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Veterans, Honmel and Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs -- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered
reprinted as anended and recommitted to said comrittee -- reconmitted
to the Committee on Veterans, Honeland Security and Mlitary Affairs
in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- conmttee discharged, bil
anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said commt-
tee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to enacting the "mlitary
experience recogni zed for institutional transfer (MERIT) act"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the "mlitary
experience recogni zed for institutional transfer (MERIT) act".

8 2. The education |law is anended by adding a new section 6355 to read
as foll ows:

8 6355. Mlitary experience recognized for institutional transfer
(MERIT) act. 1. For the purposes of this section, "veteran" shall have
the sane neaning as such termis defined in subdivision three of section
one of the veterans' services |aw.

2. (a) Every veteran who is enrolled on a full-tine basis as an under-
graduate student in good standing at an institution within the city
university of New York and state university of New York system shall
upon application, be granted acadenic credit for military |earning.
training, coursework, and occupational experience. Such credit shall not
be limted to elective credit. Each institution shall develop and main-
tain a clear, standardized franework for evaluating and applying mli-
tary learning toward degree requirenents, including but not limted to
maj or  requirenents, general education or core curriculumrequirenents,
prerequi site coursework, and required experiential or applied |earning
conponents, provided that the evaluated nmilitary learning is determ ned

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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to neet the acadenic standards and | earning outcones of the correspond-
ing course or requirenent. In devel oping such framework, each institu-

tion shall utilize nationally recognized evaluation standards for mli-
tary learning, including but not limted to nethodol ogi es established by
the Anerican Council on Education (ACE) Mlitary Guide, the Council for
Adult and Experiential Learning (CAEL), or any successor entities
perform ng equival ent evaluation functions.

(b) Such framework shall include, but not be linmted to:

i a transparent and publi cl osted process for veterans to submit
joint services transcripts, training records, and relevant service
docunent ati on

(ii) faculty review procedures for assessing alignnent of military
learning with existing course outcones;

(iii) witten determnations, including specific justification when
mlitary learning is not accepted toward a degree requirenent;

(iv) an annual report to the board of trustees of the state university
of New York or the <city university of New York summarizing determ -
nations and credit awarded;

(v) procedures for aligning mlitary learning with learning outcones
using nationally recognized franeworks, including ACE credit recommenda-
tions and CAEL standards for evaluating conpetency. content nmstery, and
cont act - hour equi val ency; and

(vi) a requirenent that faculty evaluators receive guidance or train-
ing on the application of the standards established pursuant to this
section to ensure consistent, transparent, and acadenically rigorous
deterni nations across departnents.

3. No fee, tuition or other charge shall be assessed against a veteran
who qualifies for such credit pursuant to this section.

4. The board of trustees of the state university of New York and the
city university of New York shall adopt such procedures as are necessary
to fully inplenent the provisions of this section.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




