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AN ACT establishing a tenporary task force on variabl e supplenents fund

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The variable supplenents fund (VSF)
program was enacted in 1970 to provide supplenentation to the retirenent
al |l owance of New York city police and fire retirenent system nenbers.
Since the enactment of the |egislation establishing the VSF program
much controversy has been generated by the exclusion of disability reti-
rees fromeligibility for the benefit. Al though a small nunber of New
York city disability retirees were permtted to receive VSF suppl ement a-
tion benefits as a result of technical correction |egislation approved
during previous years, the lack of clarity in defining VSF eligibility
and the continued exclusion of nost disabled firefighters fromreceipt
of this benefit has been a cause of nuch frustration and confusion for
di sability pensioners.

Wile it is recognized that any anendnent to the VSF will require
careful study and consideration of the issues involved, the |egisla-
ture's interest in ensuring fairness and equity demand such revi ew.

Because the | egislature does not accept this responsibility lightly, it
hereby declares that the establishnment of a tenporary task force, to be
known as the tenporary task force on the variable supplenents fund, is

bot h warranted and required.
8§ 2. 1. A tenporary task force, to be known as the tenmporary task
force on the variable supplenents fund, is hereby created to exam ne and
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i nvestigate such issues as are related to the exclusion of disability
pensi oners fromthe variable suppl ements fund.

2. The tenmporary task force shall have the power to:

(a) conduct public hearings in furtherance of the performance of its
duties under this act;

(b) issue subpoenas for and to conpel attendance of w tnesses and the
producti on of books, records, docunents and other rel evant evidence; and

(c) to recomend legislation consistent wth the purposes of this
section.

3. The task force shall ~consist of eleven nenbers appointed as
fol | ows:

(a) two nenbers who shall be appointed by the governor;

(b) two nenbers who shall be appointed by the tenporary president of
t he senat e;

(c) two nmenbers who shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

(d) one nmenber who shall be appointed by the mnority |eader of the
senat e;

(e) one nenber who shall be appointed by the mnority |eader of the
assenbl y;

(f) one nmenber who shall be appointed by the mayor of the city of New
Yor k;

(g) one nmenber who shall be appointed by the state conptroller; and

(h) one nenber who shall represent the interest of the affected disa-
bility retirees and who shall be appointed by the chair.

From anong such el even nenbers, the governor shall designate the
chair. In addition to such el even voting nmenbers, the president of the
uni fornmed firefighters association of greater New York or such presi-
dent's designee, the conmptroller of the city of New York or such conp-
troller's designee, a nenber of the board of trustees of the transit
police officer's variable supplenents fund or such nenber's designee, a
menber of the board of trustees of the housing police officer's variable
suppl enents fund or such menber's designee, a nmenber of the board of
trustees of the transit police superior officers' variable supplenents
fund or such menber's designee, a nmenber of the board of trustees of the
housi ng police superior officers' variable supplenents fund or such
menber's designee, and a nenber of the board of trustees of the
correction officers' variable supplenents fund or such nenber's desi gnee
shall serve as non-voting menbers. Six voting nmenbers of the tenporary
task force shall, at all tinmes, constitute a quorum Menbers shal
receive no conpensation for their services; nmenbers (including non-vot-
ing menbers) who are not governnental enployees shall be reinmbursed for
their reasonabl e expenses incurred during the performance of their
duti es. Not wi t hstandi ng any inconsistent provision of any general
special or local law, no officer or enployee of the state or of any
political subdivision thereof shall forfeit such officer or enployee's
office or employnent by reason of acceptance of appointnent to the
temporary task force

4. Wthin one year of the effective date of this act, the tenporary
task force shall issue a report containing such findings and recomenda-
tions regarding the eligibility of disability pensioners of New York
city to receive supplenental paynments fromthe variabl e suppl enents fund
and any other matters relating thereto. Such report shall be transmtted
to the governor, the conptroller, the chair of the Senate civil service
and pensions conmittee and the <chair of the assenmbly governnental
enpl oyees comi ttee.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



