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STATE OF NEW YORK

1129--B
Cal . No. 257
2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons
January 8, 2025
Introduced by Sen. MAY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when

printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Environnental Conservation
-- recormitted to the Committee on Environnental Conservation in

accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- committee discharged, bil
anended, ordered reprinted as amended and reconmitted to said conmt-
tee -- reported favorably fromsaid comrittee, ordered to first and

second report, ordered to a third reading, anended and ordered
reprinted, retaining its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the environnmental conservation law, in relation to
banni ng the use of unencapsul ated foamflotation in docks, buoys and
floating structures

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 27 of the environnental conservation |aw is amended
by adding a newtitle 34 to read as foll ows:
TITLE 34
UNENCAPSULATED FOAM FLOTATI ON BAN
Section 27-3401. Definitions.
27-3403. Prohibition on unencapsulated foamflotation in docks,
buoys, and floating structures.
8 27-3401. Definitions.

For the purposes of this title, the following terns shall have the
foll owi ng neani ngs:

1. "Buoy" neans any float or marker that is attached to a nooring
anchor and either is suitable for attachnent to a boat through the use
of a pennant or other device or facilitates the attachment of the boat
to the nporing anchor.

2. "Dock" neans an unenclosed structure secured to |land, |and under
waters, a nooring, or a floating structure that is used for nooring
boats or for recreational activities, such as a swwnmming, fishing, or

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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sunbathing platform A dock includes a structure that is partially
encl osed or has two or nore |evels.

3. "Foam flotation" neans any nmaterial, substance, or conbination of
materials or substances used to provide buoyancy for a dock, buoy,
floating structure, or overwater structure that consists in whole or in
part of a foaned, expanded, blown, injected, sprayed, nolded, or other-
wise gas-filled polynmeric or plastic material, whether rigid, sem-rig-
id, or flexible, including but not limted to:

a) expanded polystyrene or extruded polystyrene;

(b) expanded or foaned pol yethyl ene or pol ypropyl ene;

(c) polyurethane foam including spray-applied, poured-in-place, or
injected foam and

(d) any other plastic, polyneric, or synthetic foam naterial designed
or used to provide flotation or buoyancy by entrapping air or gas within
a cellular structure.

4. "Floating structure" neans a structure constructed on or in waters
of the state that is supported by flotation and is secured in place by a
piling or nooring anchor, including boathouses, fueling structures,
navigation narkers, floating hones. marinas, wal kways, or boarding plat-
forns.

8§ 27-3403. Prohibition on unencapsulated foam flotation docks, buoys,
and floating structures.

No person shall sell, offer to sell, or distribute docks, buoys. or
floating structures utilizing foamflotation that is not fully encapsu-
lated in a durable shell or barrier that prevents exposure and degrada-
tion into the environnment of such foamflotation.

8 2. This act shall take effect two years after it shall have becone a
|l aw. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, anmendment and/or repeal of any
rule or regulation necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its
effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted on or before such
effective date.




