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STATE OF NEW YORK

10669

| N SENATE

July 24, 2026

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
establishing the indigenous black carbon recovery and cl ean energy
manufacturing pilot programin the capital district and adjoining
regi ons; and naki ng an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. 1. The Ilegislature hereby finds and
decl ares that:

(a) black carbon emi ssions, a byproduct of inconplete conbustion from
i ndustrial processes, transportation, and | egacy pollution sources, are
a significant contributor to climte change and pose disproportionate
health risks to Indigenous and historically nmarginalized comunities;

(b) lands connected to Indigenous Nations have experienced |ong-term

environnmental burdens, including airborne and soil-deposited black
carbon contam nation, inpacting ecosystens, agriculture, and public
heal t h;

(c) advances in material science and cl ean energy nanufacturing now
enabl e the capture, refinement, and reuse of carbon-based materials for
hi gh-val ue applications, including components used in photovoltaic tech-
nol ogi es;

(d) the state of New York has established anmbitious climte goals
under the climte | eadership and comunity protection act, requiring
i nnovative solutions that integrate environmental renediation wth
econom ¢ devel opnent ;

(e) enmerging solar technologies, including tilt-optim zed photovoltaic
systems and agrivoltaic applications, provide opportunities to increase
| and-use efficiency, support agricultural productivity, and expand
renewabl e energy depl oynent; and

(f) Indigenous Nations possess critical ecol ogi cal know edge and nust
be full partners in environmental restoration, resource nmanagenent, and
cl ean energy devel opnent.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmtted
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2. It is therefore the intent of the legislature to establish a pilot
program t hat:

(a) captures and remedi ates bl ack carbon pollution;

(b) enabl es I ndigenous-led participation and governance;

(c) supports in-state nanufacturing of advanced sol ar technol ogi es;
and

(d) deploys innovative solar systems across New York state.

8§ 2. The environnmental conservation law is anmended by adding a new
section 19-0333 to read as foll ows:

8 19-0333. Indigenous black carbon recovery and cl ean energy nmanufactur-
ing pilot program

1. For the purposes of this section, the following terns shall have
the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "pilot programt neans the indigenous black carbon recovery and
clean energy manufacturing pilot progrant

(b) "black carbon" neans particulate matter produced frominconplete
conbustion of fossil fuels, biomss, and other carbon-based naterials;

(c) "participating |Indigenous Nations" neans federally recognized or
state-recognized Native Anerican tribes with historical, ancestral. or
present ties to the capital district or surrounding regions;

(d) "recovered carbon material” neans black carbon that has been
captured., processed, and refined for reuse in industrial or technol og-
ical applications;

(e) "advanced sol ar technol ogi es” neans photovoltaic systens includ-
ing, but not limted to:

(i) tilt-optim zed solar panels;

(ii) agrivoltaic systenms conmbining agriculture and solar generation
and

(iii) carbon-enhanced photovoltaic materials; and

(f) "capital district" nmeans the region of the state containing Al ba-
ny, Colunbia, Geene, Saratoga, Schenectady, Rensselaer, Warren, and
Washi ngt on counti es.

2. (a) There is hereby established the indigenous black carbon recov-
ery and clean energy manufacturing pilot program The pilot program
shall operate within:

(i) the capital district; and

(ii) any additional regions identified in consultation wth partic-
i pating indi genous nations.

(b) The pilot programshall be jointly adm nistered by:

(i) the state of New York;

ii articipating |ndigenous nations; and

(iii) designated research, manufacturing, and environnental partners.

3. (a) The state shall engage in fornal governnent-to-governnent
consultation with participating |Indigenous Nations. Such consultation
shall include:

(i) land use and renediati on agreenents;

(ii) carbon recovery and resource allocation franeworks; and

(iii) co-ownership opportunities in manufacturing and energy assets.

(b) Participating |ndigenous Nations shall have neani ngful decision-
nmaking authority in:

(i) project design;

(ii) site selection;

(iii) inplenentation and depl oynent:; and

(iv) long-term governance structures.

4. The pilot programshall include, but not be linmted to:

(a) black carbon capture and renediation, including:
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i) deploynent of technologies to capture airborne and soil-based
bl ack carbon;

(ii) cleanup of legacy contanmination sites; and

(iii) nmonitoring of air quality and environnmental health inpacts;

(b) material processing and reuse, including:

(i) devel opnent of facilities to refine recovered carbon naterials;

(ii1) integration of carbon materials into photovoltaic and clean ener-
gy conponents; and

(iii) support for research partnerships with universities and private
sector innovators:;

(c) in-state solar manufacturing, including:

(i) establishnent of nmanufacturing capacity within New York state; and

(ii) production of tilt-optim zed solar panels, agrivoltaic system
conponents and next-generation carbon-enhanced photovoltaic materials;

(d) deploynent of advanced solar systens, including installation on:

(i) indigenous lands provided there is voluntary participation;

(ii) agricultural |ands;

(iii) brownfield and renediated sites; and

(iv) public infrastructure;

(e) agrivoltaic integration including:

(i) dual -use systens enabling agricultural production and solar gener-
ation;

(ii1) partnerships with local farnmers and indigenous agricultura
prograns; and

(iii) research into crop conpatibility and yield optim zation; and

(f) workforce devel opnent including:

(i) training progranms prioritizing indigenous conmunities and |oca
residents; and

(ii) apprenticeships in environnental renediation, advanced manuf ac-
turing and solar installation and mai ntenance.

5. Priority shall be given to communities designated as di sadvantaged
pursuant to the climate |eadership and comunity protection act. At
least forty percent of pilot program benefits shall accrue to such
communi ties, including indigenous popul ations.

6. No project shall proceed wthout:

(a) free, prior, and inforned consultation with affected indi genous
nations; and

(b) environnental and health inpact assessnents.

7. (a) The departnent shall submit an annual report to governor and
the legislature no later than Decenber first of each year. The report
shall include the:

(i) reductions in black carbon pollution;

(ii) econonic and job creation inpacts;

(iii) indigenous ownership and participation netrics; and

(iv) solar energy generation and depl oynent outcones.

(b) A conprehensive program evaluation shall be conducted after five
years.

7. Following a conprehensive programevaluation, the departnent nay
expand the program statewide prioritizing regions wth high pollution
burdens, renewable energy potential and opportunities for indigenous
part nershi p.

§ 3. The sumof fifty nmllion dollars ($50,000,000), or so nmuch there-
of as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the departnent of
environmental conservation out of any noneys in the state treasury in
the general fund to the credit of the state purposes account, not other-
Wi se appropriated, and nmade i medi ately available, for the purpose of
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carrying out the provisions of this act. Such noneys shal
on the audit and warrant of the conptroller on vouchers certified or
approved by the commi ssioner of the departnent of environmental conser-
prescribed by | aw

vation in the manner
8 4. This act shal

t ake effect

i medi at el y.

be payabl e



