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STATE OF NEW YORK

10626

| N SENATE

June 1, 2026

Introduced by Sens. G ANARIS, COONEY -- read twi ce and ordered printed
and when printed to be conmtted to the Conm ttee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the judiciary law, in relation to judicial departnents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 70 of the judiciary |aw, as anended by chapter 690
of the laws of 2007, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 70. Judicial departnments. The state is hereby divided into four
judicial departments. The first department shall consist of the counties
enbraced within the first and twelfth judicial districts; the second
departnent shall consist of the counties enbraced within the second,
ninth, tenth, eleventh and thirteenth judicial districts; the third
departnent shall consist of the counties enbraced wthin the third,
fourth and sixth judicial districts; the fourth departnent shall consi st
of the counties enbraced within the fifth, seventh [ard]., eighth,_ four-
teenth, fifteenth and sixteenth judicial districts.

8 2. Section 140 of the judiciary | aw, as anended by chapter 10 of the
| aws of 1948, the opening paragraph and the second undesignated para-
graph as anended and the thirteenth undesi gnated paragraph as added by
chapter 690 of the laws of 2007, the first undesignated paragraph as
amended by chapter 1006 of the laws of 1981, the tenth undesignated
paragraph as anmended and the el eventh undesi gnated paragraph as added by
chapter 692 of the laws of 1962, and the twelfth undesignated paragraph
as anended by chapter 38 of the laws of 1982, is anended and three new
undesi gnat ed paragraphs are added to read as foll ows:

8 140. Division of state into judicial districts. The state is hereby
divided into [thi+teen] sixteen judicial districts, pursuant to the
provisions of the first section of the sixth article of the constitu-
tion, which districts shall be arranged as foll ows:

The first judicial district shall consist of the county of New York;

The second judicial district shall consist of the county of Kings;

The third judicial district shall consist of the counties of Col unbia,
Sullivan, U ster, G eene, Al bany, Schoharie and Renssel aer;
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The fourth judicial district shall consist of the counties of Warren
Sar at oga, Washi ngton, Essex, Franklin, Saint Lawence, dinton, Mntgom
ery, Hamlton, Fulton and Schenect ady;

The fifth judicial district shall consist of the counties of [Grenda—
ga~] Oneida, Oswego, Herkiner, Jefferson and Lew s;

The sixth judicial district shall consist of the counties of Qsego
Del aware, Madison, Chenango, Broome, Tioga, Chenung, Tonpkins, Cortl and
and Schuyl er;

The seventh judicial district shall consist of the counties of Living-
ston, Wayne, Seneca, Yates, Ontario, Steuben, [M#n~ee] and Cayuga;

The eighth judicial district shall consist of the counties of [E&-e-]
Chaut auqua, Cattaraugus, Oleans, N agara, Cenesee, Allegany and Wom
i ng;

The ninth judicial district shall consist of the counties of Wstches-
ter, Putnam Dutchess, Orange and Rockl and;

The tenth judicial district shall consist of the counties of Nassau
and Suff ol k.

The eleventh judicial district shall consist of the county of Queens.
The creation of such eleventh district shall not affect or inpair the
rights, privileges or conpensation of any officer or enployee of the
supreme court in office on the first day of Septenber, nineteen hundred
and sixty-two in the tenth judicial district as theretofore constituted;
each such officer or enployee enployed in the county of Queens on such
date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the eleventh judi-
cial district and each such officer or enployee enployed in the counties
of Nassau and Suffolk on such date shall thereafter be an officer or
enpl oyee for the tenth judicial district.

The twel fth judicial district shall consist of the county of Bronx.
The <creation of such twelfth district shall not affect or inpair the
rights, privileges or conpensation of any officer or enployee of the
supreme court in office on the first day of January, nineteen hundred
eighty-three in the first judicial district as theretofore constituted;
each such officer or enployee enployed in the county of Bronx on such
date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the twelfth judicial
district and each such officer or enployee enployed in the county of New
York on such date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the
first judicial district.

The thirteenth judicial district shall consist of the county of Rich-
nmond. The creation of such thirteenth district shall not affect or
inmpair the rights, privileges or conpensation of any officer or enployee
of the suprenme court in office on the first day of January, two thousand
eight in the second judicial district as theretofore constituted; each
such officer or enployee enployed in the county of Ri chnond on such date
shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the thirteenth judicial
district and each such officer or enployee enployed in the county of
Ki ngs on such date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the
second judicial district.

The fourteenth judicial district shall consist of the county of Onon-
daga. The creation of such fourteenth district shall not affect or
inpair the rights, privileges or conpensation of any officer or enployee
of the wunified court systemin office on the first day of January, two
thousand twenty-eight in the fifth judicial district as theretofore
constituted; each such officer or enployee enployed in the county of
Onondaga on such date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the
fourteenth judicial district and each such officer or enployee enployed
in the counties of Herkinmer, Jefferson, Lewis, Oneida, and Oswego on
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such date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the fifth judi-
cial district.

The fifteenth judicial district shall consist of the county of Monroe.
The creation of such fifteenth judicial district shall not affect or
inpair the rights, privileges, or conpensation of any officer or enploy-
ee of the unified court systemin office on the first day of January.
two thousand twenty-eight in the seventh judicial district as thereto-
fore constituted; each such officer or enployee enployed in the counties
of Livingston, Steuben, Cayuga, Ontario, Seneca, Wayne and Yates on such
date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the seventh judicial
district and each such officer or enployee enployed in the county of
Monroe on such date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the
fifteenth judicial district;

The sixteenth judicial district shall consist of the county of FErie.
The creation of such sixteenth district shall not affect or inpair the
rights, privileges or conpensation of any officer or enployee of the
unified court system in the office on the first day of January. two
thousand twenty-eight in the eighth judicial district as theretofore
constituted; each such officer or enployee enployed in the county of
Erie on such date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the
sixteenth judicial district and each such officer or enployee enployed
in the counties of Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, CGenesee, Ni agara,
Oleans, and Wonm ng shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the
eighth judicial district.

8§ 3. Section 140-a of the judiciary |law, as anmended by chapter 749 of
the laws of 2023, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 140-a. Nunber of suprene court justices in each judicial district.
The number of justices of the supreme court in each judicial district
shall be as foll ows:

1. First district, thirty-eight;

2. Second district, fifty-three;

3. Third district, seventeen;

4., Fourth district, fourteen;

5. Fifth district, [#areteen] nine;

6

7
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9

Sixth district, eleven;

Seventh district, [twenty] seven;

Ei ghth district, [twenty—eight] nine;
. Ninth district, thirty-four;

10. Tenth district, fifty-one;

11. Eleventh district, forty-four;

12. Twelfth district, twenty-nine;

13. Thirteenth district, nine[-].

14. Fourteenth district, nine;

15. Fifteenth district, fourteen;

16. Sixteenth district, nineteen.

No person may serve in the office of justice of the suprene court
unl ess [ he—e+—she] such person has been admtted to practice lawin the
state of New York for at |least ten years as of the date [he—er—she
commeneces]| they commence the duties of office.

8 4. The follow ng nanmed justices or their successors in office on the
effective date of this act shall for the remainder of the terms for
which they were elected or appointed be justices of the suprene court in
and for the fifth judicial district as reconstituted and continued by
this act.

Jul i e Denton
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Danielle M Fogel

El i zabet h Snyder Fortino
Gregory R Gl bert

James P. MO usky

W1 1iam Ranmsei er

Candace L.L. Randal

Peter M Rayhill

Mark Rose

The following named justices or their successors in office on the
effective date of this act shall for the rermainder of the terns for
which they were el ected or appointed be justices of the suprene court in
and for the seventh judicial district as reconstituted and continued by
this act.

El ena F. Cariol a
Jason Cook

WIlliam K. Tayl or
Sam L. Valleriani
Janmes Vazzana
Joseph D. Wal dorf
Jean Marie Westl ake

The followi ng named justices or their successors in office on the
effective date of this act shall for the remainder of the terns for
which they were elected or appointed be justices of the suprene court in
and for the eighth judicial district as reconstituted and continued by
this act.

Frank Caruso

Deborah A. Chines
Emilio L. Col aiacovo
CGerald Greenan, |11
Grace M Hanl on
Joseph Lorigo

M chael Norris
Raymond W WAl ter
Paul B. Wjtaszek

The following naned justices or their successors in office on the
effective date of this act shall for the rermainder of the terns for
whi ch they were el ected or appointed be justices of the suprenme court in
and for the fourteenth judicial district as created and constituted by
this act.

Robert E. Antonacci, ||
Scott J. Del Conte

John W Dillon

Donald A. G eenwood
Deborah H. Karal unas
Kevin P. Kuehner

Rory McMahon

James P. Mirphy

CGerard J. Neri

The follow ng named justices or their successors in office on the
effective date of this act shall for the remainder of the terns for
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whi ch they were el ected or appointed be justices of the suprenme court in
and for the fifteenth judicial district as created and constituted by
this act.

Victoria M Argento
Vincent M Di Nolfo
Dani el J. Doyl e
John B. Gal | agher
Dari us Lind

St ephen K. Lindl ey
Kevin M Nasca

Al exander R Renzi
St acey Roneo
Charl es A. Schi ano, Jr.
Davi d Si guenza
Judith A Sinclair
Eri n Ski nner

Janmes E. Wl sh

The following named justices or their successors in office on the
effective date of this act shall for the rermainder of the terns for
which they were el ected or appointed by justices of the suprene court in
and for the sixteenth judicial district as created and constituted by
this act.

Tracey A. Banni ster
John M Curran
Jorge DeRosas
Paul a L. Feroleto
Deborah A. Haendi ges
Craig D. Hannah
Shannon Heneghan
Lynn M Keane

John B. Licata

Ay Martoche

Mark A. Montour
Henry J. Nowak

Cat herine R Nugent
E. Jeannette QOgden
Frank A. Sedita, Il
Donna M Si wek

Mary L. Slisz

Kel Iy Vacco

Gerald J. Wal en

8 5. It is the intended object of this act to erect, in the fourth
judicial departnent, the fourteenth judicial district, conprising the
county of Onondaga, the fifteenth judicial district, conprising the
county of Mnroe and the sixteenth judicial district comprising the
county of Erie and to provide for the enployees thereof selection,
desi gnation, nomination and election in the general election to be held
i n Novenber 2027 of justices whose termis ending or a vacancy exists of
the fifth, seventh, eighth, fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth judicial
districts consistent with the foregoing provisions of this act, the
state constitution and the laws of the state. Any other consistent
provision of law, rule or regulation which by its terns or in its appli-
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cation aids in the acconplishnent of such object shall be given ful
force and effect. Any provision which is inconsistent with the accom
pli shment of such object shall be denied force and effect to the extent
that it nmay be applicable thereto.

8§ 6. If any provision of any section of this act is held void or
unconstitutional, all other provisions and all other sections of this
act which are not expressly held to be void or unconstitutional shal
continue in full force and effect.

8 7. This act shall take effect inmmediately except that the provisions
of sections one, two, three, and four of this act shall take effect
January 1, 2028.



