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STATE OF NEW YORK

10612

| N SENATE

June 1, 2026

Introduced by Sen. MYRIE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to the John R Lews
voting rights act of New York

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 6 of section 17-204 of the election law, as
added by chapter 226 of the laws of 2022, is amended to read as foll ows:

6. "Racially polarized voting" nmeans voting in which there is a diver-
gence in the [eandidate] candidates, political preferences, or electora
[ eheiee] choices of nenbers in a protected class fromthe candi dates,
political preferences, or electoral [eheiee] choices of [the—+est—of—the
electorate] another class or set of classes.

§ 2. Subdivisions 2, 3, 4 and 7 of section 17-206 of the election |aw,
as added by chapter 226 of the |aws of 2022, subparagraph (ii) of para-
graph (b) of subdivision 2, the opening paragraph, paragraph (b) and
subparagraphs (i), (iii) and (iv) of paragraph (c) of subdivision 7 as
anended by chapter 216 of the |aws of 2024, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

2. Prohibition against vote dilution. (a) No board of elections or
political subdivision shall use any nethod of election, having the
effect of inmpairing the ability of nmenbers of a protected class to el ect
candi dates of their choice or influence the outcone of elections, as a
result of vote dilution

(b) A wviolation of paragraph (a) of this subdivision shall be estab-
lished upon a showing that a political subdivision or board of
el ections:

(i) used an at-large nmethod of election and either: (A) voting
patterns of nenbers of the protected class within the political subdivi-
sion are racially polarized; or (B) under the totality of the circum
stances, the ability of nmenbers of the protected class to elect candi-
dates of their choice or influence the outconme of elections is inpaired;
or

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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(ii) used a district-based or alternative nethod of election and that
candi dates or electoral choices preferred by nenbers of the protected
class would usually be defeated, and either: (A) voting patterns of
menbers of the protected class within the political subdivision are
racially polarized; or (B) under the totality of the circunstances, the
ability of menbers of the protected class to elect candidates of their
choice or influence the outcone of elections is inpaired.

(c) For the purposes of denonstrating that a violation of paragraph
(a) of this subdivision has occurred, evidence shall be weighed and
considered as follows: (i) elections conducted prior to the filing of an
action pursuant to this subdivision are nore probative than el ections
conducted after the filing of the action; (ii) evidence concerning
el ections for nmenbers of the governing body of the political subdivision
are nmore probative than evidence concerning other elections; (iii)
statistical evidence is nore probative than non-statistical evidence;
(iv) where there is evidence that nore than one protected class of
eligible voters are politically cohesive in the political subdivision
menbers of each of those protected classes may be conbi ned; (v) evidence
concerning the intent on the part of the voters, elected officials, or
the political subdivision to discrimnate against a protected class is
not required; (vi) evidence that voting patterns and el ecti on outcones
could be explained by factors other than racially polarized voting,

including but not Ilimted to partisanship, shall not be considered;
(vii) evidence that sub-groups within a protected class have different
voting patterns shall not be considered; (viii) evidence concerning

whet her menbers of a protected class are geographically conpact or
concentrated shall not be considered, but may be a factor in determning
an appropriate renedy; and (ix) evidence concerning projected changes in
popul ati on or denographics shall not be considered, but nmay be a
factor[+~] in determ ning an appropriate renedy.

3. In determining whether, under the totality of the circunstances, a
violation of subdivision one or tw of this section has occurred,
factors that nmay be considered shall include, but not be linmted to: (a)
the history of discrimnation in or affecting the political subdivision
(b) the extent to which nmenbers of the protected class have been el ected
to office in the political subdivision; (c) the use of any voting quali -
fication, prerequisite to voting, law, ordinance, standard, practice,
procedure, regulation, or policy that may enhance the dilutive effects
of the election schene; (d) denying eligible voters or candidates who
are nmenbers of the protected class to processes determ ning which groups
of candi dates receive access to the ballot, financial support, or other
support in a given election; (e) the extent to which nenbers of the
protected class contribute to political canpaigns at |ower rates; (f)
the extent to which menbers of a protected class in the state or poli-
tical subdivision vote at |ower rates than other menbers of the elector-
ate; (g) the extent to which nenbers of the protected class are disad-
vantaged in areas including but not linited to education, enploynent,
heal t h, crim nal justice, housi ng, land use, or environnental
protection; (h) the extent to which nenbers of the protected class are
di sadvantaged in other areas which may hinder their ability to partic-
i pate effectively in the political process; (i) the wuse of overt or
subtle racial appeals in political canpaigns; (j) a significant |ack of
responsi veness on the part of elected officials to the particularized
needs of nenbers of the protected class; and (k) whether the politica
subdi vi sion or board of elections has a conpelling policy justification
that is substantiated and supported by evidence for adopting or nain-
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tai ning the nmethod of election or the voting qualification, prerequisite
to voting, law, ordinance, standard, practice, procedure, regulation, or
policy. Nothing in this subdivision shall preclude any additiona
factors from bei ng considered, nor shall any specified nunber of factors
be required in establishing that such a violation has occurred.

4. Standing. Any aggrieved person, organization whose nmenbership
i ncl udes aggrieved persons or nmenbers of a protected class, organization
whose mission, in whole or in part, is to ensure voting access and such
m ssion would be hindered by a violation of this section, or the attor-
ney general may file an action against a political subdivision or board
of elections pursuant to this section in the suprene court of the county
in which the political subdivision or board of elections is |ocated.

7. Notification requirenent and safe harbor for judicial actions.
Bef ore commencing a judicial action against a political subdivision or
board of elections wunder this section, a prospective plaintiff shal
send by certified mail a witten notice to the clerk of the politica
subdivision[+~] (or, if the political subdivision does not have a clerk
t he governing body of the political subdivision[+]) or the conm ssioners
of the board of elections against which the action would be brought,
asserting that the political subdivision or board of elections rmay be in
violation of this title. This witten notice shall be referred to as a
"NYVRA notification letter" in this title. The NYVRA notification letter
shall specify the potential violation or violations alleged and shal
contain a statenent of facts to support such allegation; provided,
however, that failure to so specify shall not be a basis for dismssa
of such judicial action, but nmay affect the cal culation of rei nbursenent
pursuant to paragraph (e) of this subdivision. The prospective plaintiff
shall also send by first class mail or email a copy of the NYVRA notifi-
cation letter to the civil rights bureau. For actions against a schoo
district or any other political subdivision that holds elections
governed by the education law, the prospective plaintiff shall also send
by certified mail a copy of the NYVRA notification letter to the conm s-
si oner of educati on.

(a) A prospective plaintiff shall not comence a judicial action
against a political subdivision or board of elections under this section
within fifty days of sending to the political subdivision or board of
el ections a NYVRA notification letter.

(b) Before receiving a NYVRA notification letter, or within fifty days
of mailing of a NYVRA notification letter, the governing body of a poli-
tical subdivision or board of elections may pass a resolution affirmng:
(i) the political subdivision's or board of elections' intention to
enact and inplenent a renedy for a potential violation of this title;
(ii) specific steps the political subdivision or board of elections wll
undertake to facilitate approval and inplenentation of such a renedy;
and (iii) a schedule for enacting and inplenenting such a renedy. Such a
resolution shall be referred to as a "NYVRA resolution” in this title.
If a political subdivision or board of elections passes a NYVRA resol -
ution, such political subdivision or board of elections shall have nine-
ty days after such passage to enact and inplenment such renedy, during
which a prospective plaintiff shall not conmence an action to enforce
this section against the political subdivision or board of elections.
For actions against a school district, the conm ssioner of education may
order the enactnent of a NYVRA resolution pursuant to the conm ssioner's
authority wunder section three hundred five of the education law. Wthin
seven days of passing a NYVRA resolution, the political subdivision or
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board of elections shall send by first class mail or email a copy of the
resolution to the civil rights bureau.

(c) If a board of elections or the governing body of a political
subdi vision lacks the authority under this title or applicable state | aw
or local laws to enact or inplenment a renmedy identified in a NYVRA
resolution, or fails to enact or inplenent a renedy identified in a
NYVRA resolution, within ninety days after the passage of the NYVRA
resolution, or if the political subdivision or board of elections is a
covered entity as defined under section 17-210 of this title, the board
of elections or the governing body of the political subdivision shal
undertake the steps enunerated in the follow ng provisions:

(i) The board of elections or governing body of the political subdivi-
sion may approve a proposed renmedy that conplies wth this title and
submt such a proposed renedy to the civil rights bureau no later than
one hundred twenty days after the passage of the NYVRA resolution. Such
a subm ssion shall be referred to as a "NYVRA proposal” in this title.

(ii) Prior to passing a NYVRA proposal, the political subdivision or
board of elections shall hold at |east one public hearing, at which the
public shall be invited to provide input regarding the NYVRA proposal
Before this hearing, the political subdivision or board of elections my
conduct outreach to the public, including to non-English-speaking comu-
nities, to encourage public participation.

(iii) Wthin sixty days of receipt of a NYVRA proposal, the civil
rights bureau shall grant or deny approval of the NYVRA proposal. The
civil rights bureau may invoke an extension of up to twenty days to
review t he proposal

(iv) The civil rights bureau shall only grant approval to the NYVRA
proposal if it concludes that: (A) the political subdivision or board of
elections may be in violation of this title; (B) the NYVRA proposal
would renmedy any potential violation of this title cited in the NYVRA
notification letter and would not give rise to any other violation of
this title; (C the NYVRA proposal is unlikely to violate the constitu-
tion or any relevant federal law, and (D) inplenmentation of the NYVRA
proposal is feasible.

(v) If the <civil rights bureau grants approval, the NYVRA proposal
shall be enacted and inplenmented i nmedi ately, notw thstandi ng any other
provi sion of law, including any other state or |ocal |aw

(vi) If the political subdivision or board of elections is a covered
entity as defined under section 17-210 of this title, the politica
subdivision or board of elections shall not be required to obtain
precl earance for the NYVRA proposal pursuant to such section upon
approval of the NYVRA proposal by the civil rights bureau.

(vii) If the civil rights bureau deni es approval, the NYVRA proposal
shall not be enacted or inplemented. The <civil rights bureau shal
explain the basis for such denial and may, in its discretion, nake
reconmendations for an alternative remedy for which it would grant
approval .

(viii) If the civil rights bureau does not respond, the NYVRA proposal
shall not be enacted or inplenented.

(d) A political subdivision or board of elections that has passed a
NYVRA resolution may enter into an agreenent with the prospective plain-
tiff providing that such prospective plaintiff shall not comence an
action pursuant to this section against the political subdivision or
board of elections for an additional ninety days. Such agreenment shal
include a requirenent that [either] the political subdivision or board
of elections shall either enact and inplenent a renedy that conplies
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proposal and submt it to the civil rights bureau

(e) If, pursuant to a process commenced by a NYVRA notification
letter, a political subdivision or board of elections enacts or inple-
ments a remedy or the civil rights bureau grants approval to a NYVRA
proposal, a prospective plaintiff who sent the NYVRA notification letter
may, within thirty days of the enactnent or inplenentation of the renedy
or approval of the NYVRA proposal, dermand rei nbursement for the cost of
the work product generated to support the NYVRA notification letter. A
prospective plaintiff shall nake the demand in witing and shal
substantiate the demand with financial documentation, such as a detail ed
i nvoice for denpgraphy services or for the analysis of voting patterns
in the political subdivision. A political subdivision or board of
el ections may request additional docunmentation if the provided docunen-
tation is insufficient to corroborate the claimed costs. A political
subdi vision or board of elections shall reinburse a prospective plain-
tiff for reasonable costs clainmed, or in an anount to which the parties
mutual |y agree. The cunul ati ve anount of reinbursenments to all prospec-
tive plaintiffs, except for actions brought by the attorney general
shall not exceed forty-three thousand dollars, as adjusted annually to
the consumer price index for all urban consuners, United States city
average, as published by the United States departnment of |abor. To the
extent a prospective plaintiff who sent the NYVRA notification letter
and a political subdivision or board of elections are unable to cone to
a nmutual agreenent, either party may file a declaratory judgnment action
to obtain a clarification of rights.

(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of this subdivision, in the event
that the first day for designating petitions for a political subdivi-
sion's next regular election to select nmenbers of its governing board
has begun or is scheduled to begin within thirty days, or in the event
that a political subdivision or board of elections is scheduled to
conduct any election within one hundred twenty days, a plaintiff alleg-
ing any violation of this title may conmence a judicial action against a
political subdivision or board of elections under this section, provided
that the relief sought by such a plaintiff includes prelimnary relief
for that election. Prior to or concurrent with comencing such a judi-
cial action, any such plaintiff shall also subnit a NYVRA notification
letter to the political subdivision or board of elections. In the event
that a judicial action conmmenced under this provision is wthdram or
dism ssed for npotness because the political subdivision or board of
el ections has enacted or inplenmented a remedy or the civil rights bureau
has granted approval of a NYVRA proposal pursuant to a process conmenced
by a NYVRA notification letter, any such plaintiff my only demand
rei mbursenent pursuant to this subdivision.

8 3. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 5 of section 17-206 of the election
| aw, as added by chapter 226 of the laws of 2022, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(b) The court shall consider proposed renedies by any parties and
i nterested non-parties, but shall not provide deference or priority to a
proposed renedy offered by the political subdivision or board of
el ections. The court shall have the power to require a political subdi-
vision or board of elections to inplenment renmedies that are inconsistent
with any ot her provision of |aw where such inconsistent provision of |aw
woul d preclude the court fromordering an otherw se appropriate renedy
in such matter.
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§ 4. Subdivisions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 7 of section 17-210 of the
election law, subdivisions 1, 2, 4 and 5 as added by chapter 226 of the
| aws of 2022, subdivision 3, subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (f) of
subdi vi sion 4 and subdivision 7 as anended by chapter 216 of the |laws of
2024, are anmended to read as foll ows:

1. Preclearance. To ensure that the right to vote is not denied or
abri dged on account of race, color, or Ianguage-minority group, the
enactment or inplenmentation of a covered policy by a covered entity, as
defined in subdivisions two and three of this section respectively,
shal |l be subject to preclearance by either the civil rights bureau or by
a designated court as set forth in this section.

2. Covered policies. A "covered policy" shall include any new or nodi-
fied voting qualification, prerequisite to voting, |aw, ordinance, stan-
dard, ©practice, procedure, regulation, or policy concerning any of the
foll owi ng topics:

(a) Method of election;

(b) Form of governnent;

(c) Annexation of a political subdivision

(d) Incorporation of a political subdivision;

(e) Consolidation or division of political subdivisions;

(f) Renoval of voters fromenrollnment lists or other |list nmaintenance
activities;

(g) Number[+] or Ilocation[——e+hoeus] of any election day or early
voting poll site;

(h) Hours of any election day or early voting poll site;

(i) Dates of elections and the el ection cal endar, except with respect
to special elections;

[£5] () Registration of voters;

[65] (k) Assignnent of election districts to election day or early
voting poll sites;

[(a] (1) Assistance offered to menbers of a | anguage-mnority group
and

[(5] (m Any additional topics designated by the civil rights bureau
pursuant to a rule promul gated under the state admi nistrative procedure
act, upon a determ nation by the civil rights bureau that a new or nodi-
fied voting qualification, prerequisite to voting, |aw, ordinance, stan-
dard, practice, procedure, regulation, or policy concerning such topics
may have the effect of denying or abridging the right to vote on account
of race, color, or |language-mnority group

3. Covered entity. A "covered entity" shall include: (a) any politica
subdi vi sion or board of elections which, within the previous twenty-five
years, has becone subject to a court order or government enforcenent
action based upon a finding of any violation of this title, the federa
voting rights act, the fifteenth amendnent to the United States consti-
tution, or a voting-related violation of the fourteenth amendnent to the
United States constitution; (b) any political subdivision or board of
el ections which, within the previous twenty-five years, has becone
subject to at least three court orders or governnent enforcenent actions
based upon a finding of any violation of any state or federal civil
rights law or the fourteenth anendnent to the United States constitution
concerni ng discrimnation against nenbers of a protected class; (c) any
county in which, based on data provided by the division of crimnal
justice services, the conbined m sdeneanor and felony arrest rate of
voting age nmenbers of any protected class consisting of at |east ten
thousand citizens of voting age or whose nenbers conprise at least ten
percent of the citizen voting age popul ati on of the county, exceeds the
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proportion that the protected class constitutes of the «citizen voting
age population of the county as a whole by at |east twenty percentage
points at any point within the previous ten years; (d) any politica

subdi vision in which, based on data made available by the United States
census, the dissimlarity index of any protected class consisting of at
| east twenty-five thousand citizens of voting age or whose nmenbers
conprise at |least ten percent of the citizen voting age population of
the political subdivision, is in excess of fifty with respect to non-
Hi spanic white individuals within the political subdivision at any point
within the previous ten years; (e) any political subdivision in which a
board of el ections has been established, if such board of elections is a
covered entity or if such political subdivision contains a covered enti-
ty fully within its borders; or (f) any board of elections that has been
established in a political subdivision that is a covered entity pursuant
to paragraph (a), (b), (c), (d) or (e) of this subdivision.

4. Preclearance by the attorney general. A covered entity may obtain
precl earance for a covered policy fromthe civil rights bureau, provided
that no application for preclearance concerning such covered policy is
then pending before any court pursuant to subdivision five of this
section, pursuant to the follow ng process:

(a) The covered entity shall submt the covered policy in witing to
the civil rights bureau. |If the covered entity is a county or city board
of elections, it shall contenporaneously provide a copy of the covered
policy to the state board of el ections.

(b) Upon subnission of a covered policy for preclearance, as soon as
practicable but no later than within ten days, the civil rights bureau
shal | publish the submission on its website.

(c) After publication of a subm ssion, there shall be an opportunity
for nenbers of the public to coment on the subnission to the civil
rights bureau within the tine periods set forth below. To facilitate
public comrent, the civil rights bureau shall provide an opportunity for
menbers of the public to sign up to receive notifications or alerts
regardi ng subm ssion of a covered policy for preclearance.

(d) Upon subm ssion of a covered policy for preclearance, the civil
rights bureau shall review the covered policy, and any public coment,
and shall, within the tine periods set forth below, provide a report and
determ nation as to whether, under this title, preclearance should be
granted or denied to the covered policy. Such time period shall run
concurrent with the tine periods for public comrent. The civil rights
bureau shall not make such determination until the period for public
comment is closed; provided, however, that the civil rights bureau may
grant preclearance on a prelinmnary basis before such comment period has
closed. The civil rights bureau may request additional information from
a covered entity at any time during its reviewto aid in developing its
report and reconmendation. The failure to tinmely conply with reasonabl e
requests for nore informati on may be grounds for the denial of preclear-
ance. The civil rights bureau's reports and determ nation shall be post-
ed publicly on its website.

(e) In any determnation as to preclearance, the civil rights bureau
shall identify in witing whether it 1is approving or rejecting the
covered policy; provided, however, that the civil rights bureau may, in

its discretion, designate preclearance as "prelinmnary" in which case
the civil rights bureau nay deny preclearance within sixty days follow
ing the recei pt of subm ssion of the covered policy.

(i) The civil rights bureau shall grant preclearance only if it deter-
m nes that the covered policy will not dimnish the ability of protected
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class nenbers to participate in the political process and to elect their
preferred candidates to office. If the civil rights bureau grants
precl earance, the covered entity may enact or inplement the covered
policy immediately.

(ii) If the civil rights bureau denies preclearance, the civil rights
bureau shall interpose objections explaining its basis and the covered
policy shall not be enacted or inplenented.

(iti) If the civil rights bureau fails to respond within the required
time frame as established in this section, the covered policy shall be
deened precleared and the covered entity may enact or inplenment such
covered policy.

(f) The tinme periods for public coment, civil rights bureau review,
and the determination of the <civil rights bureau to grant or deny
precl earance on submi ssion shall be as foll ows:

(i) For any covered policy concerning the designation or selection of
poll sites or the assignment of election districts to poll sites, wheth-
er for election day or early voting, the period for public conrent shal
be five business days. The civil rights bureau shall review the covered
policy, including any public comment, and nmake a determination to deny
or grant preclearance for such covered policy within fifteen business
days followi ng the receipt of such covered policy.

(ii) The civil rights bureau may invoke an extension of up to twenty
busi ness days to nmake a determ nation pursuant to this paragraph, if the

civil rights bureau determ nes that good cause exists for such exten-
si on.

(iii) For any other covered policy, the period for public conment
shall be ten business days. The civil rights bureau shall reviewthe

covered policy, including any public comment, within fifty-five business
days followi ng the receipt of such covered policy and nake a determ -
nation to deny or grant preclearance for such covered policy. The civil
rights bureau may invoke up to two extensions of ninety days each.

(iv) The civil rights bureau is hereby authorized to pronulgate rules
for an expedited, energency preclearance process in the event of a
covered policy occurring during or inmnently preceding an election as a
result of any disaster within the neaning of section 3-108 of this chap-
ter or other exigent circunstances. Any preclearance granted under this
provision shall be designated "prelininary" and the civil rights bureau
may deny preclearance within sixty days follow ng recei pt of the covered
policy.

(g) Appeal of any denial by the civil rights bureau may be heard in
the suprene court for the county of New York or the county of Al bany in
a proceedi ng conmenced by the covered entity subject to the determ-
nation against the civil rights bureau, pursuant to article seventy-
eight of the civil practice law and rules, from which appeal nmay be
taken according to the ordinary rules of appellate procedure. Due to the
frequency and wurgency of elections, actions brought pursuant to this
section shall be subject to expedited pretrial and trial proceedings and
receive an automatic cal endar preference on appeal

5. Preclearance by a designated court. A covered entity may obtain
precl earance for a covered policy froma court, provided that no appli -
cation for preclearance concerning such covered policy is then pending
before the civil rights bureau pursuant to subdivision four of this
section, pursuant to the follow ng process:

(a) The covered entity shall [subrt—the—covered—poecy—in—witing—+o]
file a verified petition and proposed order to show cause, namng the
attorney general as respondent, with the suprene court for the follow ng
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designated [eowrt] county in the judicial department within which the
covered entity is located: (i) first judicial departnment: New York coun-
ty; (ii) second judicial departnent: Wstchester county; (iii) third
judicial department: Al bany county; and (iv) fourth judicial departnent:
Erie county. The petition shall set forth each covered policy for which
the covered entity seeks preclearance in a separate count and shal

append affidavits and other evidence, including expert evidence as
necessary, sufficient to prove that each such covered policy satisfies
the requirenents for recl earance ursuant to paragraph (h) of this
subdivision. If a petition contains nultiple covered policies, the
attorney general may nove for severance so that the covered policies nay
be addressed in separate proceedings. The order to show cause may
provide for an initial appearance upon the scheduled return date,
provided that the return date shall thereafter be adjourned as necessary
to allow for adequate review of the application by the attorney genera
as set forth in paragraph (c) of this subdivision. Sinultaneously wth
the filing of the petition, the covered entity shall file a request for
judicial intervention requesting the assignnent of a judge. If the

covered entity is a county or city board of elections, it shall contem

poraneously provide a copy of the [eovered—peliecy] petition to the state
board of el ections.

] Wthin three business days of filing a petition, the covered
entity shall file an affidavit denpnstrating that a copy of the applica-
tion was provided to the civil rights bureau in the nmanner specified by
such bureau, which shall constitute service of the petition. If no such
affidavit is tinmely filed, the court shall automatically dismss the
petition w thout prejudice, and preclearance shall be denied.

(c) Upon the attorney general's receipt of a petition, the attorney
general shall be pernmitted to review the petition and assert a position
or no position as to whether preclearance is appropriate as provided
herein, and the return date on the petition shall be adjourned, by stip-
ulation, order of the court, or otherwi se, as necessary to allow for
such adequate review. If the attorney general deternmnes that the infor-
mation provided by the petitioner with the application is insufficient
for the attorney general to adequately reviewthe application, the
attorney general may request the petitioner provide any omtted inforna-
tion, docunent, or file. If the petitioner fails to provide the informa-
tion, docunent, or file requested, or fails to denpbnstrate that any
requested information, docunent, or file is unavailable after the exer-
cise of due diligence, the attorney general may nove to dismss the
petition. Such requests for information by the attorney general and
responses by the petitioner shall not be filed with the court unless
ot herwi se ordered. Upon the conpletion of the attorney general's review
the attorney general shall file either a notice of the attorney gener-
al's election not to take any position concerning the petition or an
answer to the petition, which shall admt or deny whether each covered
policy set forth in the petition satisfies the requirenents for
preclearance set forth in paragraph (h) of this subdivision. The attor-
ney general's failure to tinely file either a notice or an answer shal
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be deenmed as the attorney general not taking any position concerning the
petition.

(d) If the attorney general files a notice of election not to take any
position concerning the petition, the petition shall be deened fully
submtted on that date. The court shall review the record, including any
subni ssions nade pursuant to paragraph (g) of this subdivision, hold any
hearings or proceedings the court deens necessary, and determ ne whether
each covered policy set forth in the petition satisfies the requirenents
for preclearance set forth in paragraph (h) of this subdivision. Wthin
sixty days following the subnission, the court shall issue judgnment
granting or denying preclearance accordingly.

(e) If the attorney general files an answer admtting that any covered
policy satisfies the requirenents for preclearance, there shall be no
reply by the petitioner and the application shall be deened fully
submtted on that date. The court may hold any hearings or proceedings
the court deens necessary. The court shall issue judgnent no later than
sixty days fromthe date the application is deened fully submtted

(f) If the attorney general files an answer denying that any covered
policy satisfies the requirenents for preclearance, the petitioner shal
be permtted a reply, after which the nmatter shall be deened fully
submtted to the court on a date set by stipulation., order of the court,
or otherwise. The court shall review the record, including any
subm ssions nade pursuant to paragraph (g) of this subdivision, hold any
hearings or proceedings the court deens necessary, and determ ne whet her
each covered policy set forth in the petition satisfies the requirenents
for preclearance set forth in paragraph (h) of this subdivision. Wthin
sixty days following the subnmission, the court shall issue |udgnent
granting or denying preclearance accordingly.

(g) The court shall nake provision for the consideration of the views
of aggrieved persons or organizations as the court deens appropriate,
including through intervention w¢th |eave of court, the acceptance of
am cus curiae subm ssions, or informal nethods of submi ssion.

(h) The court shall grant preclearance only if it determ nes that the

covered policy will not diminish the ability of protected class menbers
to participate in the political process and to elect their preferred
candidates to office. If the court grants preclearance, the covered

entity may enact or inplenment the covered policy immedi ately.

[(eX] (i) If the court denies preclearance, or fails to respond wthin
[ sioty—days] the tinefranes set forth in this subdivision, the covered
policy shall not be enacted or inplenented.

[651] (J) Appeal of any denial may be taken by the covered entity
subject to the determi nation according to the ordinary rules of appel-
| ate procedure. Due to the frequency and urgency of elections, [astioens]
proceedi ngs brought pursuant to this section by covered entities shal
be subject to expedited pretrial and trial proceedings and receive an
automatic cal endar preference on appeal, subject to the provisions of
this subdivision

7. Notification. (a) Any political subdivision or board of elections
that becomes subject to a court order or governnment enforcenent action
as provided in paragraph (a) or (b) of subdivision three of this section
shall notify the civil rights bureau within thirty days of the issuance
of such order or enforcenent action.

(b) Any political subdivision or board of elections that becones
involved in litigation concerning voting shall notify the civil rights
bureau within thirty days of the commencenent of such litigation.
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(c) No nore than thirty days after publication of a list of covered
entities by the civil rights bureau, each covered entity included in
such Ilist shall notify the «civil rights bureau of the nane, enmail
address, and tel ephone nunber of an individual wth the authority to
submt covered policies for preclearance on behalf of the covered enti-
ty. Each such covered entity shall notify the civil rights bureau within
thirty days of any material change to the information required pursuant
to this paragraph.

§ 5. Section 17-214 of the election |aw, as anended by chapter 216 of
the |l aws of 2024, is amended to read as foll ows:

§ 17-214. [Enforcenent] Attorney general authorities and m scell aneous
provisions. 1. Enforcenment by the attorney general. If the civil rights
bureau concludes that a submission by a political subdivision or any
other party is insufficient to conplete its review, the civil rights
bureau may request that the party provide additional information, and
the time periods for review provided in this title shall reconmence upon
recei pt of such information. If such information is not provided, such
time periods for review shall not apply.

2. Authority to issue subpoenas. In any action or investigation to
enforce any provision of this title, the attorney general shall have the
authority to take proof and determine relevant facts and to issue
subpoenas in accordance with the civil practice |aw and rul es.

3. Preclearance. Covered entities shall provide information rel evant
to preclearance to the civil rights bureau upon request.

4. Any plaintiff that commences a judicial action wunder this title
shall send a copy of the conplaint to the civil rights bureau by first
class mail or emnil within ten days of the commencenent of such action.

8 6. Section 17-222 of the election | aw, as added by chapter 226 of
the |l aws of 2022, is amended to read as foll ows:

§ 17-222. Severability. If any provision of this title or its applica-
tion to any person, political subdivision, board of elections, or
circunstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other
provi sions or applications of this title which can be given effect with-
out the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions
of this title are severable.

8 7. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




