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STATE OF NEW YORK

10554- - A
May 21, 2026
Introduced by Sen. MAY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Libraries -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommtted

to said committee

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to protecting the inde-
pendence of libraries and shielding librarians fromcivil and crim nal
liability for certain actions

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "protecting
l'ibraries' independence act".

§ 2. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 286 to read
as foll ows:

8 286. Protecting libraries' independence. 1. For the purposes of this
section, the following terns shall have the foll owi ng neanings:

(a) "Library material" neans books, videos, subscription or locally
curated databases, newspapers, magazines and other such periodicals,
charts, graphs, novies, ganes, nmaps., interactive applications and soft-
ware, and other such enrichnent or entertainment materials in any print-
ed or electronic format, inclusive of fiction and non-fiction bel ongi ng
to, on loan to, or otherwise in the custody of the public library.

(b) "Librarian" nmeans an enployee of a public library or soneone work-
ing on a public library's behalf through a consulting agreenent who is
responsible for the purchase, selection, curation, renpval, and display
of library materials.

(c) "Public library" neans every free association, public and hospital
library or, with the advice of the appropriate tribal governnment and
library board of trustees, Indian library which receives any portion of
the noneys appropriated by the state to aid such libraries, or which is
supported in whole or in part by tax levied by any nunicipality or
district.

2. No public library shall proscribe, ban, or renpve any library nate-
rial because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval or solely or substan-

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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tially because a public library does not wi sh patrons to access library

material due to that material's viewpoint or nessage.

3. Any staff nenber of a public library including but not linmted to
librarians, shall be immune fromcivil and crimnal Jliability arising
fromgood faith actions perforned pursuant to this section.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




