O©CoO~NOUPA~WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

10320

| N SENATE

May 13, 2026

Introduced by Sen. FAHY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Social Services

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, the executive law and the
public health law, in relation to establishing a portable clearance
passport programto satisfy certain background checks

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The social services law is anmended by adding a new article
11-A to read as fol |l ows:
ARTICLE 11-A
PORTABLE Cl EARANCE PASSPORT
Section 500. Definitions.
501. Portable clearance passport program
502. Acceptance of portable clearance passport.
503. Information systens; confidentiality.
504. Duration; renewal; revocation.
505. Rules and requl ations.

8 500. Definitions. As used in this article, the following terns shal
have the foll ow ng neanings:

1. "Portable clearance passport" or "passport" shall nean a credentia
issued by the conmi ssioner verifying that an individual has satisfied
applicable background check requirenents for enploynent by covered
provi ders.

2. "Participating agency" shall nean the justice center for the
protection of people wth special needs, the office of children and
fam ly services, the departnent of health, the office of nental health,
the office for people with devel opnental disabilities, the state educa-
tion departnent, or any other agency designated by the comm ssioner

3. "Covered provider" shall nmean any provider licensed, certified,
operated, or otherw se regulated by a participating agency that requires
background checks for enpl oyees or prospective enployees.

4, "Comm ssioner"” shall nean the commni ssioner of the office of chil-
dren and family services, in consultation with participating agencies.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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8 501. Portable clearance passport program 1. The commi ssioner shal
establish a portable clearance passport program

2. The program established under subdivision one of this section
shal | :

(a) provide for a uniformprocess for conducting background checks
applicable to participating agencies;

(b) provide for the issuance of a portable clearance passport to any
individual who has satisfied the requirenments of background checks
conducted in accordance with paragraph (a) of this subdivision; and

(c) ensure that passports are able to be used by covered providers to
verify eligibility for enploynent.

8 502. Acceptance of portable clearance passport. 1. Notwi thstanding
any other provision of law, a participating agency and any covered
provider shall accept a valid portable clearance passport in lieu of
duplicative background check requirenents.

2. Nothing in this article shall be construed to prohibit a partic-
ipating agency fromrequiring additional screening where:

(a) required by federal law, or

(b) a participating agency determines that additional information is
necessary to protect the health or safety of individuals receiving
services under this chapter.

8 503. Information systens; confidentiality. 1. The conm ssioner shal
establish or designate a secure electronic system for the purpose of
mai ntai ning and verifying portable clearance passports.

2. The system established under subdivision one of this section shall

(a) permt authorized covered providers to verify the status of a

passport;
(b) provide individuals access to their own backaground records; and
(c) ensure the confidentiality and security of all information in

accordance with applicable |aw

8§ 504. Duration; renewal; revocation. 1. A portable clearance passport
shall be valid for a period to be determ ned by the conm ssioner, not to
exceed five years.

2. The conmi ssioner shall pronmulgate regul ations establishing proce-
dures for renewal, suspension and revocation of passports.

8§ 505. Rules and regqulations. The commi ssioner, in consultation wth
participating agencies, shall promulgate any rules and regulations
necessary to inplenent the provisions of this article.

§ 2. Subdivision 5 of section 553 of the executive law, as added by
section 3 of part A of chapter 501 of the |aws of 2012, is anmended to
read as follows:

5. To review and evaluate the crimnal history information for any
person applying to be an enployee, volunteer or consultant for whoma
crimnal background check is required by law as a condition of enploy-
ment at any facilities or provider agencies as defined in subdivision
four of section four hundred eighty-eight of the social services |aw
that are operated, licensed or certified by the office of nmental health,
the office for people with devel opnental disabilities and the office of
children and fam |y services[—Sueh]; provided that such review and
evaluation shall include but not be linmted to a requirenent that the
applicant sign a sworn statenment whether, to the best of [his—oar—her]
such applicant's know edge, [he—se+she] such applicant has ever been
convicted of a crime in this state or any other jurisdiction, and
provided, further, that the justice center shall accept a valid portable
clearance passport issued pursuant to article eleven-A of the socia
services law as satisfying any background check requirenents under this
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subdi vision, subject to section five hundred two of the social services
| aw;

8 3. The public health law is anended by adding a new section 2899-b
to read as foll ows:

8§ 2899-b. Portable clearance passport. The departnment shall accept a
valid portable clearance passport issued pursuant to article el even-A of
the social services law as satisfying background check requirenents for
prospective enpl oyees, except where additional screening is required by
federal |aw

8 4. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




