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STATE OF NEW YORK

10179

| N SENATE

Introduced by Sen. MARTINS -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anmend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
establishing a counties of Nassau and Suffol k deer managenent pil ot
program to repeal subdivision 10 of section 11-0505 of the environ-
nmental conservation law relating thereto; and providing for the repeal
of certain provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The environnental conservation |law is anended by adding a
new section 11-0522-b to read as fol | ows:
8§ 11-0522-b. Counties of Nassau and Suffolk deer nmnagenent pil ot

program
1. For the purposes of this section, "nuisance wldlife specialist”
shal | mean an enployee of or a contractor for the federal or state

governnent responsible for wildlife nmanagenent acting pursuant to a deer
nmanagenent plan and deer cull permt. A nuisance wildlife specialist
nust be in conpliance with criteria established by the departnent that
at a mninumshall require

a. a mninmmlevel of marksmanship qualifications appropriate to the
firearmor hunting inplenent to be used;

b. liability insurance coverage or other financial arrangenents iden-
tified by the departnent;

c. a copy of the cull pernit and a copy of the log of nuisance wld-
life specialists using the pernit, be on the nuisance wildlife special-
ist's person when exercising any privilege of such permt; and

d. reporting requirenents

2. The departnment nay, after reviewing a cull permt application and
site-specific deer nanagenent plan fromthe county of Nassau, the county
of Suffolk or any nmunicipality within such counties which has opted into
the program pursuant to subdivision three of this section, and upon a
finding by the county of Nassau, county of Suffolk or nmunicipality ther-
ein that deer have becone a nuisance, destructive to public or private
property or a threat to public health or welfare, issue a deer cul

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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permt for use within the boundaries of the county of Nassau, county of
Suffolk or applicable municipality, authorizing use of a nuisance wild-
life specialist to take deer pursuant to the ternms of the deer cul
permt.

3. a. Any town, city, or village located within the county of Nassau
or the county of Suffolk nmay elect to participate in the pilot program
established by this section by adoption of a local law or resolution
Such nunicipality nmay:

(i) submt a cull permt application directly to the departnent; or

(ii) authorize the county within which it is |located to include such
nmunicipality within a county-wi de application.

b. No deer cull activities shall occur within a nunicipality unless
such nunicipality has affirmatively opted into the program

4. EFach cull permt application shall at a mninum include require-
nents for: the tinefrane during which the permt nust be used, a site-
speci fic deer managenent plan, a geographic description of the area for
which the permt is being requested, a witten contract with the county
of Nassau, county of Suffolk or the nunicipality that applied for such
permt, alist which identifies participating nuisance wildlife special-
ists and eligibility based on the criteria established by the depart-
nent. provided by the county of Nassau., county of Suffolk or the nunici-
pality that applied for such permt, requests for any authorization
pursuant to subdivisions three-a and eleven of section 11-0505 of this
title, subdivision twd-a of section 11-0901 of this article, and subdi-
visions twd-a and four-a of section 11-0931 of this article, provided
that any such authorization subsequently granted shall be explicitly
included on any cull pernit, and details regarding expected |local |aw
enf orcenent consultation

5. Nothing in this section shall be construed as requiring or obligat-
ing the departnent to issue a permt to take deer when in its opinion
the nuisance, destruction of property or threat to public health and
welfare will not be effectively abated thereby.

8 2. Subdivisions 3 and 9 of section 11-0505 of the environnental
conservation law, subdivision 3 as separately anended by chapters 683
and 704 of the |aws of 2023, paragraph b of subdivision 3 and subdivi-
sion 9 as anended by chapter 65 of the |laws of 2024, and paragraph c of
subdi vision 3 as anmended by chapter 83 of the | aws of 2024, are anended
to read as foll ows:

3. No deer or bear traps shall be nade, set or used upon |land inhabit-
ed by deer or bear. No salt lick shall be nade, set or used upon | and
i nhabi ted by deer or bear, except that:

a. the departnent may do so on state wldlife refuges and wldlife
managenent areas; and

b. a nuisance wldlife specialist with a permt issued pursuant to
[ses%+en—44—95224ﬁ4 this title may do so provided that such activities
are in furtherance of the site-specific deer nanagenent plan.

[——-—puisance—wldlife specialist wih a3 permt i ssued pursuant 4o

sogidon—20522 o of thic titl o npoydo-—seo—provi-dedthat—such—ackivitcs
-]

9. A nuisance wldlife speC|aI|st with a permit issued pursuant to
[ seetion—21-05220f] this title nmay, in accordance with the paranmeters
of such pernit and the consultation of |ocal |aw enforcement, entice
deer in the manner prohibited in subdivision eight of this section
provided that such activities are in furtherance of the site-specific
deer nmanagenent plan.
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8 3. Subdivision 10 of section 11-0505 of the environnental conserva-
tion | aw i s REPEALED.

8§ 4. Subdivision 3 of section 11-0505 of the environmental conserva-
tion | aw, as anended by chapter 135 of the | aws of 1982, is anended and
a new subdivision 9 is added to read as foll ows:

3. No deer or bear traps shall be nade, set or used upon |land inhabit-
ed by deer or bear. No salt lick shall be nade, set or used upon | and
i nhabi ted by deer or bear, except that:

a. the departnment nmay do so on state wldlife refuges and wldlife
managenent areas; and

b. a nuisance wildlife specialist with a permt issued pursuant to
this title may do so provided that such activities are in furtherance of
the site-specific deer managenent pl an.

9. A nuisance wildlife specialist with a permt issued pursuant to
this title may, in accordance with the paraneters of such pernmit and the
consultation of local |aw enforcenent, entice deer in the nmanner prohib-
ited in subdivision eight of this section provided that such activities
are in furtherance of the site-specific deer managenent pl an.

8§ 5. Subdivision 2 of section 11-0901 of the environnental conserva-
tion law, as separately amended by chapters 683 and 704 of the |laws of
2023, paragraph b as anmended by chapter 65 of the laws of 2024, and
paragraph c¢ as anended by chapter 83 of the laws of 2024, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

2. Wldlife shall not be taken on or from any public highway, except:

a. that in the forest preserve counties it my be taken from highways
ot her than state, county or town highways; and

b. by a nuisance wildlife specialist with a permt issued pursuant to
[ section—21-05220f] this article provided that such activities are in
furtherance of the site-specific deer nmanagenent plan.

[ —by—a—nusance—wld-ifespeciastwith a permtissuedpursuant—4o
section—11-0522. 3 of thig article provided that such activities arein
Fortheranee—ot—the—site—speciiHcdeer—rphageneht—plah]

§ 6. Subdivision 2 of section 11-0901 of the environnental conserva-
tion law is amended to read as foll ows:

2. WIidlife shall not be taken on or from any public highway, except:

a. that in the forest preserve counties it may be taken from hi ghways
ot her than state, county or town highways; and

b. by a nuisance wildlife specialist with a permt issued pursuant to
this article provided that such activities are in furtherance of the
site-specific deer nmanagenent pl an.

8 7. Subdivision 2 and subparagraph 1 of paragraph b of subdivision 4
of section 11-0931 of the environnental conservation |law, as separately
anended by chapters 65 and 83 of the |aws of 2024, are anended to read
as follows:

2. a. No crossbow or firearmexcept a pistol or revolver shall be
carried or possessed in or on a notor vehicle unless it is uncocked, for
a crossbow or unl oaded, for a firearmin both the chanber and the naga-
zine, except that a |oaded firearmwhich may be legally used for taking
mgratory gane birds nmay be carried or possessed in a notorboat while
being legally wused in hunting mgratory gane birds, and b. no person
except a |l aw enforcenent officer in the performance of [his] such |aw
enforcenent officer's official duties or a nuisance wildlife speciali st
with a pernmit issued pursuant to [see%%en——éé—@é%%——e#] this article,
provided that such activities are in furtherance of the site-specific
deer managenent pl an, [e+—a—hd-sance—wtdHfe—specialist—wth—a—permt
seted—pursrant—teo—sesilon— 0822 o of thic ordicle orovided dhaot sueh
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plan~] shall, while in or on a notor vehicle, use a jacklight, spotlight
or other artificial |ight upon |ands inhabited by deer if [he—srsheis]
such law enforcenent officer or nuisance wildlife specialist are in
possessi on or [+s] are acconpanied by a person who is in possession, at
the time of such use, of a longbow, crossbow or a firearmof any kind
except a pistol or revolver, unless such | ongbow or crossbow i s unstrung
or such firearmor crossbow is taken down or securely fastened in a case
or locked in the trunk of the vehicle. For purposes of this subdivision,
nmot or vehicle shall nean every vehicle or other device operated by any
power other than nuscle power, and which shall include but not be limt-
ed to autonobiles, trucks, motorcycles, tractors, trailers and notor-
boats, snownpbil es and snowtravel ers, whether operated on or off public
hi ghways. Notwithstanding the provisions of this subdivision, the
departnent may issue a permt to any person who is non-anbulatory,
except wth the use of a mechani zed aid, to possess a |loaded firearmin
or on a notor vehicle as defined in this section, subject to such
restrictions as the departnent may deem necessary in the interest of
public safety. Nothing in this section permts the possession of a
pi stol or a revolver contrary to the penal |aw.

(1) The owner or |essee of the dwelling house, or nenbers of [his] the
owner or | essee of the dwelling house's imediate fanmily actually resid-
ing therein, or a person in [his] the enploy of such owner or |essee, or
the guest of the owner or |essee of the dwelling house acting with the
consent of said owner or |essee, provided however, that nothing herein
shall be deened to authorize such persons to discharge a firearmw thin
five hundred feet, a long bow within one hundred fifty feet, or a cross-
bow within two hundred fifty feet of any other dwelling house, or a farm
building or farmstructure actually occupied or used, or a school build-
ing or playground, public structure, or occupied factory or church;
provided further, that a nuisance wldlife specialist with a permt
i ssued pursuant to [seetioer—241-05220f] this article acting in further-
ance of the |[site—specifiec] site-specific deer managenent plan may
discharge a firearmw thin five hundred feet of any dwelling houses,
structures, schools or playgrounds, provided that the owners or |essees
t hereof have been notified by certified nmail of the date or dates, and
time period of the expected activity, and discharge a firearmw thin two
hundred fifty feet of such dwelling houses, structures, schools or play-
grounds provided that all the owners or | essees thereof have provided
witten consent|[:+—providedfurther—that a auisancewldlife specialist
Wi—h—a—po i scnad i s to— ool -0B22 o ol fhis oriiclo

wi--en—consent] ;

8§ 8. Subdivision 2 and subparagraph 1 of paragraph b of subdivision 4
of section 11-0931 of the environmental conservation |aw, as anended by
section 8 of part EE of chapter 55 of the laws of 2014, are anended to
read as foll ows:

2. a. No crosshow or firearmexcept a pistol or revolver shall be

carried or possessed in or on a notor vehicle unless it is uncocked, for
a crossbow or unloaded, for a firearmin both the chamber and the maga-
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Zi ne, except that a | oaded firearmwhich may be legally used for taking
mgratory gane birds nmay be carried or possessed in a notorboat while
being legally used in hunting migratory ganme birds, and b. no person
except a law enforcenment officer in the performance of [hkis] such | aw
enforcenent officer's official duties or a nuisance wildlife specialist
with a permit issued pursuant to this article, provided that such activ-
ities are in furtherance of the site-specific deer nmanagenent plan,
shall, while in or on a notor vehicle, use a jacklight, spotlight or
other artificial |Iight wupon |ands inhabited by deer if [he—o+r—sheis]
such law enforcenent officer or nuisance wildlife specialist are in
possession or is acconpanied by a person who is in possession, at the
time of such use, of a longbow, crossbow or a firearm of any kind except
a pistol or revolver, unless such | ongbow or crossbow is wunstrung or
such firearmor crossbow is taken down or securely fastened in a case or
locked in the trunk of the vehicle. For purposes of this subdivision,
not or vehicle shall nmean every vehicle or other device operated by any
power ot her than nuscle power, and which shall include but not be limt-
ed to autonobiles, trucks, motorcycles, tractors, trailers and notor-
boats, snownpbiles and snowtravel ers, whether operated on or off public
hi ghways. Notwithstanding the provisions of this subdivision, the
departnent may issue a permit to any person who is non-anbulatory,
except with the use of a mechani zed aid, to possess a |loaded firearmin
or on a notor vehicle as defined in this section, subject to such
restrictions as the departnment nmy deem necessary in the interest of
public safety. Nothing in this section pernits the possession of a
pi stol or a revolver contrary to the penal |aw.

(1) The owner or I|essee of the dwelling house, or menbers of [his]
such owner or lessee of the dwelling house's inmediate famly actually
residing therein, or a person in [kis] the enploy, or the guest of the
owner or | essee of the dwelling house acting with the consent of said
owner or |essee, provided however, that nothing herein shall be deened
to authorize such persons to discharge a firearm within five hundred
feet, a long bow within one hundred fifty feet, or a crossbow within two
hundred fifty feet of any other dwelling house, or a farm building or
farmstructure actually occupied or used, or a school building or play-
ground, public structure, or occupied factory or church,_ provided
further, that a nuisance wildlife specialist with a permt issued pursu-
ant to this article acting in furtherance of the site-specific deer
managenent plan may discharge a firearmwithin five hundred feet of any
dwel I ing houses, structures, schools or playgrounds, provided that the
owners or lessees thereof have been notified by certified mail of the
date or dates and tine period of the expected activity, and discharge a
firearm within two hundred fifty feet of such dwelling houses, struc-
tures, schools or playgrounds provided that all the owners or |essees
thereof have provided witten consent;

8 9. The departnment of environnental conservation, follow ng consulta-
tion with the county of Nassau, county of Suffolk or municipality there-
in, shall prepare a report exanm ning the effectiveness of the counties
of Nassau and Suffol k deer nmanagenent pil ot program established pursuant
to section 11-0522-b of the environnental conservation |aw in addressing
deer overpopul ation and the effectiveness in addressing destruction to
public or private property in the county of Nassau, county of Suffolk or
muni ci pality therein. The report shall include the nunber of cul
permts issued, and the nunber of deer taken. The report shall also
i nclude recomrendations for programinprovenents, including the poten-
tial effectiveness of authorizing future prograns. The report shall be




OCoO~NOUIRWN P

S. 10179 6

delivered to the governor, the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary
president of the senate, as well as published on the departnent's public
website, no later than thirty nonths after the effective date of this
act .

8§ 10. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw and secti ons one and
nine of this act shall expire and be deened repealed three years after
such date; provided further, however, that the amendnents to subdivi-
sions 3 and 9 of section 11-0505 of the environnmental conservation |aw
made by section two of this act, subdivision 2 of section 11-0901 of the
environnmental conservation |aw nade by section five of this act and
subdi vi sion 2 and subparagraph 1 of paragraph b of subdivision 4 of
section 11-0931 of the environmental conservation | aw nade by section
seven of this act shall be subject to the expiration and reversion or
repeal, as applicable, of such subdivisions and such paragraph pursuant
to section 6 of chapters 683 and 704 of the laws of 2023, as anended,
when wupon such date the provisions of sections four, six, and eight of
this act shall take effect.



