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STATE OF NEW YORK

10096

| N SENATE

April 28, 2026

Introduced by Sen. HINCHEY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to the volunteer fire
i nfrastructure and response equi prent (V-FIRE) grant program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The executive law is anmended by adding a new section 157-a
to read as foll ows:

8§ 157-a. Volunteer fire infrastructure and response equi pnent (V-Fl RE)
grant program 1. There is hereby established within the office of fire
prevention and control, the volunteer fire infrastructure and response
equipnent (V-FIRE) grant program The grant program shall be adminis-
tered by the conmm ssioner of the division of honeland security and ener-
gency services for the purpose of awarding capital grants to support
projects which sustain or enhance fire prevention and response oper-
ations, and fire prevention and response services infrastructure and
equipnent, including but not linted to buildings, training facilities,
technol ogy and vehi cl es.

2. Grants shall be awarded each grant application cycle on a conpet-
itive basis through an application process. The comni ssioner of the
division of honmeland security and energency services shall provide
updated information regarding the grant application cycle, available
funding, and additional grant information deened rel evant by the comm s-
sioner prior to each grant application cycle.

3. Eligible entities that are located within the state and which serve
one or nore nunicipalities in the state may apply for the grant program

4. Each grant application cycle shall provide grants to:

(a) eligible facility projects: and

(b) eligible equipnent projects.

5. The commi ssioner of the division of honeland security and energency
services shall publish a report on the grant application cycle no later
than the thirtieth day after such grant application cycle has ended. The
report shall be published on the agency's website and shall include, but
not be limted to, the following information:
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a) the total available funding for the grant application cycle;

(b) the total nunber of applicants who applied for a grant during the
grant application cycle and, for each applicant:

(i) the total nunber of active firefighters and inactive firefighters
in each fire departnent; and

(ii) the total anmpunt requested per project type, per county; and

(c) alist of all awardees which shall include:

(i) each fire departnent, nunicipality and county served by awardee
and

(ii) the total anmpunt awarded per project type and per county.

6. The conm ssioner of the division of honeland security and energency
services shall be authorized to pronulgate rules and regulations to
carry out the provisions of this section. Such rules and regulati ons nay
be included in the grant application and published on the agency's
website.

7. For the purposes of this section., the following terns shall have
the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Available funding" shall nean the total appropriation nade to the
volunteer fire infrastructure and response equi pnent grant program and
shall include the total available funding that will be awarded in the
grant application cycle for each type of grant project and the maxinmum
award for each grant project and each grantee.

(b) "Eligible equipnent project” shall nean a project to support the
repair, enhancenent and installation of equipnent used to support fire
prevention and response operations including, but not linted to vehi-
cles, firefighter rehabilitation equipnment, conmunications technol ogy
and other safety equi pnent.

(c) "Eligible entity" shall include:

(i) afire departnent;

(ii) a nmunicipality;

(iii) a county, provided that such county is applying on behalf of a
municipality or a fire departnment and provided further that such county
has docunented approval fromthe fire departnment or fire departnents
within the county that will directly benefit fromthe requested projects
and that any additional pre-qualifications and subm ssion of additional
docunentation required for the grant application are included and
submtted with such application; and

(iv) two or nore nunicipalities applying for a shared project that
will benefit and be accessible to two or nore fire departnents.

(d) "FEligible facility project" shall nean a project for the acquisi-
tion, construction, renovation, rehabilitation and |easehold inprove-
nents of buildings owned or wutilized by a fire departnent in the
provision of services to the community served by the fire departnent,
including, but not linmted to, training facilities and infrastructure
inprovenents to such buildings. For the purposes of this subdivision
electrical upgrades to a facility may be deened to be infrastructure
i nprovenents.

(e) "Fire departnent" shall nean a fire departnent or fire conpany
that is responsible for providing fire protection services to one or
nore nunicipalities in the state and that consists of one hundred

percent volunteer firefighter nenbership. "Fire departnent" shal |
include nonprofit fire conpanies which nmay be subject to additiona
pre-qualifications or submssion of additional docunent ati on, as

required by the conmmissioner of the division of honeland security and
energency services for the grant application cycle.
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(f) "Grant application cycle" shall nmean the period of tine detern ned
by the conmissioner of the division of honeland security and energency
services that begins on the first day an applicant can submt an appli -
cation and ends no later than the sixtieth day after grant applicants
are notified of award deci sions.

(g) "Minicipality" shall nmean a village, town, city or fire district
responsible for providing fire protection through a fire departnent as
defined in this section.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
the date on which it shall have become a |law. Effective i mediately, the
addi tion, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




