Assenbl y Resol ution No. 996
BY: M of A Lupardo
COVMEMORATI NG t he 10t h Anniversary of Truth Pharm

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
cormend those organizations wthin the State of New York whose
dedi cation, advocacy, and service have strengthened comunities and
advanced the public good; and

WHEREAS, Truth Pharmis a nonprofit organization founded in Cctober
2015 in Broone County, New York, in response to the devastating inpact
of the opioid and overdose epidem c; and

VWHEREAS, Truth Pharm was established by Alexis Pleus following the
tragic |oss of her son to an overdose, transform ng personal grief into
a sustai ned novenent dedicated to saving lives and reformng public
policy; and

WHEREAS, What began as a grassroots effort to support individuals
and famlies affected by substance use in Broone County has grown into a
nationally recogni zed | eader in harmreduction, advocacy, and educati on;
and

WHEREAS, Truth Pharmis widely known for its creation of the "Trai
of Truth,"” a noving nenorial installation honoring the lives lost to the
overdose epidemc and raising awareness of the human toll of substance
use di sorder; and

WHEREAS, Over the past decade, Truth Pharm has played a significant
role in reshaping public wunderstanding of substance use disorder,
participating in advocacy and policy reform efforts at the county,
state, and national |evels, and working to reduce stigna and pronote
evi dence- based sol uti ons; and

VWHEREAS, The organi zation provides vital, free services to the
comunity, including support groups, a drop-in center, educational
progranmm ng, nal oxone training, and other harm reduction initiatives
designed to prevent overdose fatalities and connect individuals to care;
and

WHEREAS, Guided by a vision of a world in which individuals who use
substances can live free fromdiscrimnation and those wth substance
use disorder can readily obtain effective treatnent, Truth Pharm
advances a mssion to raise awareness, reduce stigma, educate the
public, and advocate for policy changes that reduce the harnms caused by
subst ance use; and

WHEREAS, Distinct in its approach, Truth Pharmis not an anti-drug
organi zation but an anti-harm organization, recognizing that substance
use exists across communities and circunstances, and focusing its
efforts on reducing harm addressing systemc inequalities, reformng
aspects of the justice system and pronoting dignity and evidence-based



responses; and

WHEREAS, Through sustained advocacy, Truth Pharm supports nedi cal
treatment for incarcerated individuals, pronotes research to inprove
treatnment outconmes, advances non-discrimnation policies, calls for
i ncreased funding and the inplenentation of effective prograns, and
wor ks toward ending policies that have exacerbated the harns of the drug
war; and

WHEREAS, The organi zation remains commtted to educating the public,
nmedi cal professionals, and crimnal justice professionals on the science
of substance use disorders and addiction, the rights of those who use
drugs, and the causes, effects, and evidence-based harm reduction
strategies that save lives; and

VWHEREAS, The 10t h Anniversary of Truth Pharm provi des an opportunity
to reflect upon a decade of tireless advocacy, conmunity service, and
transformative | eadership, as well as to recognize the organization's
enduring hope that one day such services will no | onger be necessary
because overdose fatalities have been significantly reduced and the
epi dem ¢ brought to an end; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 10th Anniversary of Truth Pharm honoring its steadfast
commitment to harm reduction, public education, policy reform and
conpassi onate service to the people of the State of New York; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Truth Pharm



