Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 989
BY: M of A Rosenthal

HONORI NG June K. Wi, MDD, for her extraordinary

advocacy, education, and research contributions as a
gl obal l'y recogni zed pedi atric pl astic and
crani of aci al surgeon serving the |ynphatic conmunity

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that the quality
and character of life in conmunities across New York State are shaped by
the dedicated efforts of individuals and organizations conmtted to
i nproving the lives of others; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
June K. Wi, MD, a New York City resident and surgeon whose |eadership
has advanced research, education, and awareness for individuals affected
by |ynphedema and other |ynphatic diseases, in conjunction with the
observance of World Lynphedema Day on March 6, 2026; and

VWHEREAS, World Lynphedena Day is a gl obal observance dedicated to
rai sing awareness of |ynphatic diseases, celebrating resilience within
the lynphatic community, and honoring the healthcare professionals,
researchers, and advocates who serve thenm and

WHEREAS, World Lynphedema Day also serves as a call to action to
address this debilitating condition, which often affects cancer
survivors as well as individuals born with | ynphatic disorders; and

WHEREAS, An estimated 10 mllion Anericans and 250 mllion people
worldwide live with either primary (hereditary or genetic) or secondary
(acqui red) | ynphedens, including many who have undergone cancer
treatnment; and

WHEREAS, Dr. June K. Wi is an Associate Professor of Surgery at
Colunbia University I rving Medi cal Center, Co-Director of the
NYP/ Col unbi a University Irving Medical Center Interdisciplinary Vascul ar
Anonmal ies Goup, and Co-Director of the Vascular Anomalies Basic and
Transl ati onal Research Program and is internationally recognized for
her commtnent to inproving outcones for individuals living wth
| ynphati c di sease; and

VHEREAS, She |eads pioneering research focused on devel oping
i nnovative and affordable treatnents for |ynphatic diseases, including
securing funding from the Departnent of Defense Peer Revi ewed Medi cal
Research Program to study postoperative chylothorax in pediatric
congenital cardiac patients; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. June K. Wi volunteers on the d obal Oversight Conmttee
responsible for evaluating international Centers of Excellence in the
Di agnosi s and Treatnent of Lynphatic D seases and played a key role in
securing Col unmbi a Uni versity lrving Medi cal Cent er / New
Yor k- Presbyterian's designation as a Conprehensive Center of Excellence,



one of only three in New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. June K. Wi and her team at Colunbia University Irving
Medical Center began their advocacy and fundraising efforts in 2012
t hrough the Lynphatic Education & Research Network's NY Run/Valk to
Fight Lynphatic D seases, establishing a |asting partnership in service
of patients and famlies; and

WHEREAS, Through her dedication, conpassion, and |eadership, Dr.
June K. Wi continues to inspire patients, clinicians, and researchers
al i ke; and

WHEREAS, Individuals who wuplift their comunities and sustain
excel | ence over nmany years are deserving of recognition by the <citizens
of this State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor June K. Wi, MD, in conjunction wth the observance of Wrld
Lynphedema Day, for her exceptional comrtnent to advanci ng educati on,
research, and advocacy for |ynphatic diseases; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to June K Wi, MD, and to the Lynphatic Education & Research
Net wor k.



