Assenbl y Resol ution No. 879
BY: M of A MMhon

HONORI NG Firefighter John Karl upon the occasion
of his designation for special recognition after 50
years of dedicated service to the Main-Transit Fire
Depart nent

WHEREAS, Citizens across our State and Nation are inspired by and
i ndebted to our noble volunteer firefighters who exhibit courage and
bravery every day in the course of their duties; and

WHEREAS, Volunteer firefighters exenplify the power of human
conpassion and the strength of the American spirit through actions of
the nost heroic nagnitude; their sacrifices and their sel fl ess
dedication nerit tribute and recognition by all citizens of this great
country; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Firefighter
John Karl upon the occasion of his designation for special recognition
after 50 years of dedicated service to the Main-Transit Fire Departnent,
to be celebrated in 2026; and

VWHEREAS, On Cctober 20, 1975, John Karl mnade the courageous deci sion
to serve his local comunity by joining the Mai n- Transi t Fire
Department; and

VWHEREAS, John Karl has consistently denonstrated a |evel of
comm tnent, dedication, integrity and professionalism which truly
exenplifies excellence in the volunteer service; and

VWHEREAS, Born and raised in Wlliansville, New York, John Karl and
his bel oved wife, Linda, had the pleasure of raising three children,
Adam M chael, and Nichol as; and

WHEREAS, John Karl conmes froma famly of firefighters, and he has
foll owed the footsteps of his father and grandfather by becomng a third
generation firefighter; his father, George, was chi ef of t he
Mai n-Transit Fire Departnment and has been the only nenber to | ose his
life in the line of duty; and

VWHEREAS, John Karl's two brothers, WIlliam Karl and Robert Karl,
have al so served at the Main-Transit Fire Departnent, and both have hel d
the role of chief; and

WHEREAS, Filled wth the sanme sense of duty as their father, al
three of John Karl's children made the commtnent to serve at the
Main-Transit Fire Departnent; Adam serves as chief of the departnent,
M chael as 1st assistant chief, and Nicholas as an exenpt nenber; and

WHEREAS, Qutside of his commtnent as a volunteer firefighter, John
Karl is Co-Omer of Refrigeration Sales and Services, which is a
mul ti-generational famly conpany located in WIllianmsville, New York;



and

VWHEREAS, John Karl has served the Main-Transit Fire Departnent in
vari ous capacities, including as fire |lieutenant, captain, assistant
chief, chief, safety officer, director, and chairman of the board; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his official positions, John Karl has al so
served on and chaired nunmerous commttees, including the conmttees on
House and Grounds, Trucks, Fire Station Renovations, and State and Loca
Tour nanent; and

VWHEREAS, John Karl was previously a nenber of the Slo-Pokes race
team and

WHEREAS, Firefighters unwaveringly serve our great State with pride,
valor, and integrity; these respected volunteers are often the first to
respond to an energency, whether the energency is a fire, transportation
accident, natural disaster, act of terrorism nedical crisis, or spill
of hazardous materials; and

WHEREAS, It takes a special dedication, a strong desire to help
others and a tireless sense of conmunity to forsake precious tine with
famly and friends to respond to the signal that a neighbor is in need;
John Karl is such a firefighter; throughout 50 years of devoted service,
this volunteer heroically perforned, above and beyond the call of duty,
those responsibilities which define the task of fire protection; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Firefighter John Karl upon the occasion of his designation for
speci al recognition after 50 years of dedicated service to the
Mai n-Transit Fire Departnent; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Firefighter John Karl.



