Assenbly Resol ution No. 794
BY: M of A Werner

COVMEMORATI NG t he unveiling of the Sol onon Northup
scul pture "Hope @Qut of Darkness”" as a historic
m | est one

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body recogni zes the inportance of telling
our State's full and inclusive history and is conmtted to honoring the
experiences, struggles, and triunphs of all New Yorkers, especially
t hose whose voi ces have historically been silenced; and

WHEREAS, Solonmon Northup, a free Black man born in M nerva, New
York, in 1807, was living and working in Saratoga Springs when he was
ki dnapped, sold into slavery, and held in brutal captivity for 12 years
in Louisiana; and

WHEREAS, Sol onmon Northup's harrowing journey-docunented in his
| andmark nmenoir Twelve Years a Slave-becane one of the nost powerful
first-person accounts of Anerican slavery and continues to educate,
nove, and chall enge readers nearly two centuries |later; and

WHEREAS, Solonobn Northup's story has left an indelible mark on our
nation's consci ence, brought vividly to life through the television film
"Sol onon Northup's Odyssey"” (1984), the United States Departnent of
State's docunentary "Journey to Freedont (2012), and the Oscar-w nning
film"12 Years A Slave" (2013); and

VWHEREAS, The | egacy of Sol onon Northup has been further honored in
power ful exhibitions such as "The Transformati ve Power of the Narrative,
Sol onon  Northup" (2014) in the Hall of Governors at the New York State
Capitol, and "The People of New York" (2019), both of which spotlight
the contributions of African Anericans to our shared story; and

WHEREAS, The Saratoga Spa State Park has becone the honored host of
the first-ever bronze scul pture of Sol onon Northup; and

WHEREAS, The powerful bronze sculpture-titled "Hope Qut of
Dar kness"- was created by acclainmed artist Wsley Wfford, FNSS, and was
commi ssi oned by the Sol onon Northup Conmittee for Comrenorative Works of
Loui si ana, whose unwavering dedi cation hel ped bring this vision to life;
and

WHEREAS, After its time in New York, "Hope Qut of Darkness" wl|
continue its journey to its permanent hone in Marksville, Louisiana,
where Sol onmon Nort hup endured years of enslavenent before reclaimng his
freedom this significant |ocation ensures that his |egacy continues to
resonate in the very place where justice was nost deni ed; and

WHEREAS, This scul pture's unveiling will occur on Thursday, July 10,
2025, on what woul d have been Sol onon Northup's 218th birthday, |inking
the past and present with a powerful <call to truth, healing, and
hi stori cal reckoning; and



VWHEREAS, The "Hope Qut of Darkness" sculpture wll stand as a
menorial to inspire all citizens and visitors of New York to honor lives

like Solonmon Northup's with dignity and inspire | earning, renmenbrance,
and unity as we strive to build a future inforned by the full breadth of
our past; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
proudly comrenorate the unveiling of the Solonmon Northup scul pture "Hope
Qut of Darkness" as a historic mlestone.



