Assenbly Resol ution No. 776
BY: M of A Stern

RECOCGNI ZI NG Septenber 28, 2025, as Gold Star
Mother's and Famly's Day, and honori ng t he
sacrifices of the Gold Star famly nenbers fromthe
State of New York

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Armed Forces fromthe State of New York, who
have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this country's
freedom was at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace in
peaceti ne, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize
Sept enber 28, 2025, as Gold Star Mother's and Family's Day, and to honor
the sacrifices of the Gold Star famly nenbers fromthe State of New
Yor k; and

WHEREAS, A Gold Star Famly is the imediate famly of fallen
service nenbers who died while serving in a tinme of conflict; and

WHEREAS, The Gold Star first nmade an appearance during Wrld War |
after being placed over a service flag's blue star when a service nenber
was killed in conbat; the Gold Star honors those who nmade the wultimate
sacrifice for our country and signifies the famly's pride in the |oved
one's sacrifice rather than the nourning period of their personal |oss;
and

WHEREAS, A Gold Star Famly can display a Gold Star Service flag for
service nmenbers who were killed or died while serving in the Arned
Forces; and

VWHEREAS, In addition, many Gold Star famlies wear the Gold Star
| apel pin issued by the United States Departnent of Defense, to signify
their pride; these pins, worn by spouses, parents, and children, display
a Gold Star with a purple background surrounded by a gold weath; and

VWHEREAS, The Gold Star Mother's Fam|ly Menorial was created by Meda
of Honor recipient "Wody" WIllianms to renenber those famlies who have
made the ultimate sacrifice; and

WHEREAS, The State of New York is hone to four of these respected
menorials |located in Al bany, Elmra, Rochester, and Romulus; the Al bany
Menorial, across fromthe New York State Capitol, was dedi cated on Apri
29, 2017; the Rochester Menorial, adjacent to the Al Seasons Chapel,
was dedi cated on June 10, 2016; the Ronulus Menorial, found at the
Sanpson Vet er ans Cenmetery, now known as the NY State Veterans
Cenet ery- Fi nger Lakes, was dedi cated on Cctober 14, 2017; and the Elmra
Menorial was dedi cated on May 29, 2022, and is |located at Pul aski Park;
and

VWHEREAS, The CGold Star Mother's and Family's Day is the | ast Sunday
I n Septenber each year; on June 23, 1936, a joint congressional



resol ution designated the | ast Sunday in Septenber as Gold Star Mdther's
Day and has been proclaimed by each President since then; in 2011,

Presi dent Barack Obanma anended the day to "Gold Star Mther's and
Fam |ly's Day"; and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
with which these nmen and wonen served their country, and must recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who gave their
lives for their beloved Nation and to those who continue to be m ssing
in action; and

VWHEREAS, The strength of the United States Mlitary is its service
menbers; the strength of its service nmenbers is their famlies, and no
one has given nore for the nation than the famlies of the fallen; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze Septenber 28, 2025, as Gold Star Mdther's and Famly's Day,
and to honor the sacrifices by the Gold Star fam |y nenbers fromthe
State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the Gold Star famly nmenbers of the State of New York.



