Assenbly Resol ution No. 763
BY: M of A Sol ages

LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON nenori al i zi ng Governor Kat hy
Hochul to procl ai m Cctober 17, 2025, as Bl ack Poetry
Day in the State of New York

VWHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body, in keeping with
its time-honored traditions, to recognize and pay tribute to those who
seek to preserve and celebrate the African-Anmerican heritage of our
State and Nation; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimOCctober 17, 2025, as Bl ack
Poetry Day in the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance
of National Black Poetry Day; and

WHEREAS, COctober 17, 1711, was the birth date of the Bl ack poet,
Jupi ter Hanmon, who was enslaved by the Lloyd Fam |y of the Plantation
of Queens Village, New York, an area of Long Island now known as Caunset
State Park; and

VWHEREAS, On Decenber 25, 1760, Jupiter becane the first
African-Anmerican to publish his own poem "An Eveni ng Thought: Sal vation
by Christ, with Penitential Cries"; and

WHEREAS, Since the fall of 1970, through the efforts of Stanley
Ransom fornmer Director, Huntington Public Library, an unofficial Black
Poetry Day has been celebrated in parts of New York State; and

WHEREAS, This date has been gaining popularity as an occasion to
recogni ze the many Bl ack poets in our state; and

VWHEREAS, The noted author, Julius Lester, has suggested, "Poetry is
the maj or expression of Black experience,” and the poet, N kki G ovann
has said, "Poetry is part of the strong oral tradition of Black people";
and

VWHEREAS, Throughout the course of American history, Black poets and
witers have used their great talents to share the richness of the
African- Anerican experience and to devel op a uniquely Anmerican style of
literature enjoyed throughout the world; on Cctober 17, 2025, we honor
Jupiter Hamon, a true pioneer of African-Anmerican poetry, along with
today's artists who continue his |egacy; and

WHEREAS, Events which provide a neans of preserving a part of our
rich Anerican past and which contribute to the community in such noble
endeavors, are held in the highest regard by this Legislative Body; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimCctober 17, 2025, as Bl ack



Poetry Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor K.



